Introduction 


This otory contero upon Dnvid Alexander Epperson (1048-1958) end his 
wlfo, !'„ry C r therino Kpngrua (16^9-1925) - those two and their ancestors 
nnd thoir relatives. It oooned to their children that Father and Mothor 
Epperson wore rolatod to half tho familioa in Hibson nnd I osoy Countloa and 
to some in Vanderburg. Wo know in a vn-tJO way that those wncootors camo 
frcnj Virginia and tho C p rollnao» through Kentucky, ini that aorae of them wore 
f'prtino nnd V.'lUinnfloo, ‘^ngruxa rnd Eodmeno. Finally when wo undertook to 
v/rito the facto and treditieno, »o found we knew too little about the subject. 
Cur -enorrticn hnd forgotten too much. And hero woro Fptlier and bother 
Epperson's ?real—grandchildren cowing along - a lovely flock of them — end 
unless somobo^y wrote tho story for then, they would lo 0 o their heritage. 

An 4 pc wo r nvo worked find efiked queotiono and scorched rccordo t#o firivl out 
noro about V one ancoatoro. 


Counting our own genoratlcn aa the firot — t. ct is, counting backward — 
occh person haa 64 ancestors bac* in the oeventh cneratlonj end we ore 
descended in equal dogroo fro™ oach of tho 64 - unless troro have boen 
rcsrrioroB b-twoen kindred. Wo are not only Eppersons 'hngruma, Martina 
c^id hi 11 irm.no a; we are descended From Craig and fruax, from L p mbert and Karris 
end Overtcn, from Sherwood «nd CooSa and Lewis - and ever so many more. In 
a word, wo aro Americana. 

Every encootral family back of Father and other Epperson weo rooted 
in America before the Revolutionary War, end most of thorn before 1700, 

Floaso, that is not 0 borot; it in a fact and it implies an obligation. 

And' rice ohculd mean somethin- to uo; it ie no fi urc of spooch to say that 
our anceotorn ma^o A erica. It.- history and its eo-rrphy should mean aome- 
thing to uo. IJenrly all those encootoro cam© from Virginia. Again t is io 
neither a coast nor an apology - merely a fact. True, the v.illlamaeo cam© 
from forth C-roline, tho . p rtino from South C p rolinn; but both erne earlier 
from VirMnia. The Lamberts pro! ekly came from I onnaylvenia to Virginia? 
t; 0 Truaxea probably from Now Yorkt but all, or nearly ell, ca e from or 
through Virginia. Vo-.t of them tarried a few year? or sometimes as much aa 
thirty 'earn in Kontucky, but to if drown by one instinct they turned north 
and were ferried across tho Chio and struck into the Wabash woods. Wo knew 
that Chfilres Epperson, tho WhoclwriM.t, had lived some yonro in Warren County, 
KentuckyJ but until this Study began, wo did not Know that JameB Kartin end 
Simon Willlamo nnd William !‘ n ngrum woro once neighbors along the eamo creek 
in W e rron County whero Charles the Wheolwrlrht built Ms mill. When they 
finally Bottled in xikaai Indiana it wao a reunion of old neighbors. 

As far as we know with certainty, these R.ncento 0 wore common people. 

Truo, wo max bo descendad from William Clalborno of Virginia ( a Mcputod 
roint), nn J if so, t» on oomo of our forefathers h: d n touch of gentry' - 
but scon rot over it. "hoy worked with their bonds, spinning end weaving, 
feedln- end clotting and housing their families, bow of t; era ov^r h-Id 
important offices; from colonial daya on down they seem to hove been just 
taxpayers. Nearly every man of thorn formod. Some had other occupttions on 
tho side - r.cMcino or the ministry; but down to 1880 practically every one 
of thorn ferm d. Their otory is no ole ant, idle rorianco. 

Consider hew they .moved, pu~inm tho frontier forward. John Epperson 
(17'if-1817) lived fi'tg-odd years in Albemarle Co nty, VirMnia, then 
roved to in oln County, Kentucky, and di H th.ro. His son, Charles the 
V.beelwriMt (1777-18 4) row up in Albemarle, married in Lincoln, spent hail hio 
life in 'Warren, an' 1 hie old age in ibcon. Mis son Albert (181 —1882) 
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epent a third of hia lifo in Kentucky, the reat in Indiana, Albert' 0 eon, 

D 0 vid Alexander, was the firot one in four renerationa who lived all of a 
lon T life in one neighborhood. And now wo ore on the move a^ain. Youth now 
flies half way around the world to court and marry. We cannot chango this 
conditicnj wo can only hope that family traditions may not be altogether lost. 

It ia wrong to neglect them; they are a part of the inheritance of children 
yet unborn. 

It is a human weakness to fret intoreotod in family hiotory ebout fifty 
yeore too leto. When wo ore young we are a .re we will remember allj when we 
ere old wo fool a doopoir at ravine forgotten bo m.jch. How often since beginning 
thin work wo have said* "If ''rand other h^ngrum wore plive, how many questions 
wo'd be coking her." her mind wfa r. treasure-chest of warm, and spirited 
thln*3 - many of wrich are lost now becouoo no cno wrote down her atorioa, 

Cr if in i860 oemo ono hrd rocorded all that Klij-a: eth, widow of Charles tho 
’Whoelwrirht,could have told , wo'd know what her frith, r rnd mother, James Andrew 
Smith nod hio wife f-^rraret Trurx, told about Ledford County, Vir inie, beforo 
the Devolution, end about Ad r ir County, lentucky. feck in 181J Lieutenant 
olonol J„men ■ artln, w o wno also r ptiot Cldur ."artin, hoi.pe.d found a now 
church in tho woods elon™ Him Creek, n''ar Cynthiona, If somebody had recorded 
hia stories, wo’d know more accurately tne comppnies and repiments no end his 
brothers served in d rln°- tro "-.evolution. We'd know o o ebout ris father, tho 
wilderness surveyor who was rf R ohin-ton' n friendj rnd wo'd know tho country 
between Vinccrmea end t-o Chic looked when , in 16C6, o roAe horseback through 
the forest end preached In little lo~ churches ho himself bud helped to build. 

Cr let us drop down to lot'O and moot that brave rent— grondmothor, Folly .Martin 
Williams (178 —18)7). rut with her cyos lovol and honoot upon uo, wo'd have to 
confoss we do not know whoro her frther. Lie tens .t Colonel James r p rtin, end her 
ff th rinlnw, staunch old L!imon WiliiB» 2 o, oro b iric-dt not nmny tiles from Cyn— 
thima, but now unmarked and forgotten. Not that we want to bo forever dropping 
around raveynrdo, but thero'e a silent courtesy that ought tot to bo forgotten. 

fie bo on fifty yearo to leto. hut wo hope tho newest babies, when they oro 
old, may pans down to their rand-children an inheritance, not of snobbery but 
of clean aolf-ro"pect, deep-rooted through roneretienn of good men and women. 

C \r ancestors wero not hifolotin', but wo think moot of thorn wore sound, end 
eomo of them re-arksbly nice. 

There are bound to bo eomo miatakoo, aorao reps, in tho story. If wo hod 
plenty of time end monoy end strength to go slowly through ail the- counties 
where our ancestors lived, en J examine church and county records, end explore 
old cemeteries, and inspect old family Ciblea, wo could tell more. Eat that 
would take much time; and w© might wait tco long. Yob, wo almost did wait 
too long. 

If wo oe©’! fussy about identifying persons end j laces fa iliar to 
ojt m-ration, wo tor.o pains beceuno in a few more years no ono will bo left 
who re embers our rrandpnrenta ofc the familiar landscape of our childhood, 

Tho nemos on th.8 stones at l-'.t. Forich will be meaningless unless we givo the 
clue. We want to insist that you eve o rood atlas at hand end loente tho 
counties concerned in tho atory, rr.d ;<>t the lay of the land, tro drift of 
moutoino and valleys and rivorccurson. Dome time you 'ay drive through 
Cu 'norland "op, whore the no thwootern tip of Virginia touches tho eagle of 
Kentucky end Yonneasoe. F^rx a littlo while end recall tho nemos of your ancest¬ 
ors who trud.ed through tno Dap on their way to new homes in the wilderness. 

We have not ettompted the history of the modern fDailies that have 
married into *he Srpcmna and i' p n~rumo. his is net pcrtiality - moroly 

there ia not time end strength enough. We lueve that to others. If you wonder 
why wo include the na-ro of oil tno children in a ftmily lonr, ego, wh. u only on© 
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child in that houaohold wee our direct ancestor, we think that is 
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The Lamberts and John Epperaon 

If the youngsters of a future generation vlait Kt. Moriah cemetery 

S. <- a - 

(four rclleo northwest of Hautetadt) they will find on a certain lot along 
the north aide, next the road, the gravestone of of Charles Epperaon 
(1777-10^)* whom our generation epeaka of as Charles the Wheelwright, 

The word "wheelwright" is not on the stone, but the Btone-cutter did his 
best st graving some tools end e wheel. It Is no slander to say the 
stone-cutter was not ss clover with hie mallet end chisel ea Charles Epperson 
had to bo with odzo and draw-knife and ream, for the stone-cutter's wheel Is 
only to lock at, while the Wheelwright's wheels hed to keep running and 
crrry weight over long and rough ronde. He had the skill and know-how to 
go into the woods and choose the right tree, end cure the staves end blocka 
ond shnpo them Into hub end npokeo and felloe, and fit the tire. He must 
have made wator-whools too, for ha built r.t least one millj end no doubt he 
was in demand for raking end mending spinning-whoelej but rainly it was 
cart-wi.eels end wpgon-wheola and carriege-wheela, And on the frontier he would 
>ave to make harness homes; and a nan who could rske a hkeel was probably 
able to make a tub or a firkinj and was he up to the nice job of making 
a onaith for a scythe T 

When we be on to set t la story in order, Charles the Wheelwright was 
the earliest Epperson ancestor we knew ebout. Now we know there wore 
Eppersons end Appersons in Virginia as early as I699*(?he two names were 
Interchangeable , depending on how tfx collectors and me-bare of the family 
felt llko spelling them.) Py 1750 thero were a dozen or twenty families 
of the two names, distributed over several counties of Virginia, and 
nobody knows which families wore closoly related or distantly relatedor no 
t in at ail. likewise nobody knows where the first Apporsono-Epperaons in 
A erica ca o from. Scmo say from F.nglend, florae say from France, and at least 
one descendant guessed Ireland. We only know there wore Eppersons in dif¬ 
ferent shires in England long, b fore Vir inia weo settled. One Epperaon 
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family believes it came from an unemployed French duke by the name of 
Epernon. Maybe it did) but we feel sure we never sprang from any French 
duAe, particularly rn unemployed one. The colonial Eppereons may well have 
cone from different sources quite unrelated. 

The earliest Epperson ancestor of our line about whom we are certain 
was John (abt. 1745-1817) who was living in Albemarle County, Virginia, 
ofore the Revolutionary Vrr. He married Elizabeth Lambert about 1771* 

Her fothor, Chcrloa L 0 mbort Sr. had received a grant of 400 acres in Albe- 
marie County from the colonial government in 17 69 , and later the elder Lam¬ 
bert hod moved farther oouthwoot into Bedford County. That tract of land 
lies on ti e slope of Yellow ?'ountoin, around the headwaters of Meechom'a r iver, 
about fifteen miles west of Charlottesville, You will notice in your atlas 
that Charlottesville is Just a few miles north of the J8th parallel) and 
if you'll turn tho pago to Indiana you will see that Evnnsville ie a little 
way south of the 50th. (This wob written many montha before Korea became 
e nuisance.) We have an impression that in altitude Yellow Mountain la 
xoxBxkBrtt not aa tall aa Kt. Shasta and somewhat higher than Kitchin'e 
Hill. Tho Blue Eldgo mountsina towor above it to tho west, and Woods' 

Gap, a pens in tho mountains bock of Yellow Mountein, was named for one 
Michael Woods, who may have been related to our Lambert ancestors. We have 
letters from a man now living in California who, as a youth, hunted wild 
turkeys on Yellow Mountain. In a photograph it looks as gentle and 
oeay as a bump in a meadow. In 1791 Charles Lambert Sr. sold the 400 acres 
to his eon-in-lfw John Epperson "in consideration of the sum of two 
hundre 4 Tounda to him paid in hand, 8 Host likely John end Elizabeth 
Epperson had been living on that land for many years. 

Who were John's ancestors ? We do not know. Wo could fill a page with 
guess-work, names of Apporscns-Sppersone who were in Virginia in the 
1740’s when Jchn wss born, but we have no proof nor even any probability. 




Thero wore other Epperaono In Albemarle County In John's time. Especially 
there waa D p vid Eppercon (175^-1799) who had eight 8ono end five daughters. 
Most likely our John waa related to David - maybe a younger brother, a 
nephew or a cousin - but not n oon. D 0 vid hed o eon John, end D 0 vid's 
John end cur John each corriod an Elizabeth - which hea caused some confu- 
eion in deeds and other legal docuraontB. Moreover, D e vid and our John 
eech hed oona with tho forenames of David, William and Charles. Further, 
nrrce of David'e sono migrated to Kentucky and then to Indiana end Illinois, 
(in 1955 Mrs, Edna Epperson Prinkran wrote a book , "The Story of David 
Epperson end his Family of Albemarle County." She confuoed tho two John 
Eppersons, making them identical, a forgivable nirtrke.) Tho Lambert 
documents ore tho only cure oano of identifying our John. Bocauoo of 
thi3 confusion wo cennot bo ours whether tho John Epperson of Albenurle 
who nerved In the Revolutic nary War waa David's son John or our John. 

Cur Epperson rirls neod not worry; they hnyo at leaat four known and proven 
Revolutionary ancestors. 

And co on tho ©not slope of the Blue Ridge John and Elizabeth 
Epporacn'a children wore born - eight that we knew of - rnd tho older oona 
grew to rnhood. The landscape ahinea In tho -.trannetion becauso 
Thomas Jefferaon'o L 'oaticello ie in Albonrrle Co nty. And of course 
it would be wonderfully nice to think of Hr. Jefferson an a neighbor, 
on speaking terns; and with the lma~lnaticn warn© ' up end going strong 
yo> cculd picture Charles the Wheelwright mending a carriage wheel for 
Thomas Jefferson, end the great man shaking the h&ndo of the youth and 
giving him some sound advice. Put atop right hero I If we go on in that 
dirocticn, every antique shop in Virginia end Kentucky will be offoring 
authentic whoelo mode by Cherleo Epperson, and tho demand will bo eo 
great the makers of antiques will be overworked, end Vt. Moriah cemetery 
will bo me.do into a govern cut project, with statues and custodians and 
everything. It is t«~pti:ig f wo ed it. hut the fact io, v onticollo is 
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two rr.iloa east of Chorlotteovllle, while Yellow Vo >ntaih la soma 
seventeen or eighteen "ilea distant, westerly ocroae the wide valley. 

It la unlikely that John Epperson end his big boys over had more than 
e glimpse of Thornes Jefferoon - and maybe not oven that* 

And now to get bettor acqueinte with our Lambert ancestorat- 
It in eaid that Chariea Lambert Sr, came from Fennsylvania end that he 
wee related to the "ichael Woods family for whom Woods* Gap wee named - 
but we hove no proof. The will of Charles L p abert Sr. waa drawn in 
Russell Ferish, Bedford County# June 21, 1797» end proved on December 
2b, 1798. His wife was Catherine) wo do not know her maiden name. 

They had five oons: Chcrleo Jr#, D,,vld, George, William, and John) end 
two dau htora, Elizabeth* wife of John Epperaon, and Dianah, wife of Charlea 
Certer. Charles Lambert Jr# and David were married and had children 
whan tie will waa drawn; the will implies t'ro other aons were not married. 

It is almost certain that Elizabeth Epporson waa older than any of her 
brothere, born a little before 1750# Dianah waa born about 1760, and 
merried "harles Carter in 1787* Father La^bort eve ris dau htera a dollar 
each, explaining that each of them had "already received her proportion¬ 
ate share of my estate," The old gentleman could be aruaty enough 
on occaaLon. He pointodly dioliked hia doughtorinlaw Nancy, wife of Charlea 
Lambort Jr., end specified that she should never have any aharo in hia 
estate. Military land grants show that a Charles L a mbert served in the 
Revolutionary War) this waa probably Elizabeth Epperson’s brother - but 
we have not tried to prove that. 

The two brothers-in-law, John Epperson and Charlea Carter, 
evidently pullod together in team work, end t:ey felt the urge to 
take up new lends in Kentucky. Charles Carter moved first, probably 
in the summer of 1798, for ha first appears on the t»x roll in Kentucky in 
17/9. Charlea Carter waa the ollost of ten children of ieter and 
V 0 ry Ann Ellie Carter, of Amherst ounty, Vir/inla. When ho ovod to 
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Llncoln County, Kentucky, throe of hie brothers - John, Josee, end Petor - 
raovod with him, end two other brothers - Edward and Solomon - joined him 
a few yeara later* Charles and the throe brothers who came with him 
took up lend along Hanglns: For* Creok in Lincoln County. (Chrrios and 
his wife Diana hrd oix children when they raovod, and more to come. If tho 
o her brothers did oa well, no wonder Lincoln County bocame a Carter 
strong-hold.) Charles Carter lived until 1859. Il« wco one of the exec¬ 
utors of John Kpporson'o es'-ete in 1817* In one court ord r ha is called 
Colonel Carter - whother by military rocord or by Kentucky courtesy we 
do not know. At leart two of He descendants merried dictant Epperson 
cousins in tho 18.0'a. 

Cn rJoambor 2% 1799, John Epperson and Elizabeth eold to James 

Durrett thoir ^00 acroo on Yellow Mountain. They had peid 200 pound a{ they 

acH for 800 - though Father Lambert may have given them a bor.gain price 

bock in 1791 as a part of his daughter's inheritance. E p rly in 1800 

Elizabeth relinquished her dower right in that land, end probcbly in the 

opr in.-’ or early euncraer John and hla faily (excepting son ’william) started 

to Kentucky* Here i? a roll-call of their o^—fctnrir eightohildren in I 8 CO 1 - 

(we hove flble record egos for two, cone b record a e for a t ird, and the 

others ore approximated from the dato when they first appeared on the tax 

rolls) 1 -i) William, fc. 1772, atayod ehinci in Albc:.;orlo and later moved 

with hla wife's people, the Montgomery family. 

il) Charles, b. 1777 
ill) D„vid, b. obout 1780 

iv) Snlly, b. about 1705 

v) Lambert, b, about 1/35 

vi) So'uol, b. about 1783 
vil) Jesse, b. 17 >0 
vlil) 'ieorro L., b, about 1796. 

The-e may have been oth r children who died young. Lambert end Samuol 
reached maturity, bit as they disappeared from the t«x rolls before their 
f'thor'a doath (M7). end were not named in tho settlement of his estate, 
l 4 . i* fairly certain they died unmnrried or at leaat without chlldron. 
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I wish we had a snapshot of them as they trudged through Cumberland 
Caps who rode, who walkod, who carried whatj end with whet mlsture of 
Waerlneoo and hope they looked acroas the blue-foreated ridgea that hid 
the headwaters of the Cumberland River. How far did their dreama go T 
In hie old age, Charles would cross the Ohio and spend hl8 last years 
in the Wabash Woods. Ten-year old Jesse would-outlive all the rest 
(as far os we know, not having the death-date of Ceorge). Jesse lived 
until 1871 end spent the leat thirty-two years of hia life west of the 
Mississippi, in sight of where the broad Missouri rolls. 

£y acklng questions and using his woodman's sense, John Epperson 
would follow the Wilderness "Trace" down to Crab Orohard, and from there 
it would be only twolvo miles or so to where the four Carters had sottled 
along Hanging Fork. Did the C e rtera know they were coming ? Probably they 
expected them some time that eummer, but not exactly when - not in time to 
bake a cake. All wo know for aura ia that John Epperson and hia son 
Charles the Wheelwright wore on the tax roll in Lincoln County in the early 
summer of 1801, and in 1802 David also waa on the list, John had 142 acres 
along Hanging Fork, 

William, John'3 oldest son, come with hie Montgomery in-laws to 
Adair County a year or ao after hio father end brothers had settled in 
Lincoln County. Thero are two troditlcna a'long William's descendants! one, 
that he and his fethor-in-law, Francis Montgomery, and their families 
migrated first to Washington County about 1801, end then moved to Adairj 
the other, that they irratod directly to Adair, not later than 180^. 

In any case, William hold hia place as the responsible oldest son of 
John'a family. 

We wish we knew more about John and his family in Lincoln County. 

In 1805 son David married end set up for himaelfj and in that same year 
daughter Sally married Archifceld Northcutt. The southwest part of Lincoln 
County was separated 8nd became Casey County, and the Northcutts seem to have 
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lived In the .action that became Casey. Charloa the Wheelwright married 
in tha summer of 1807, end Jeaee in 1812, after doing his turn in the 
War of 1812. Lambert end Samuel died eoon after coming of ago, end 
Goorge L., the baby, came of ago in 1817, the year hie father died. 

«o do not know the exact date of John Epperson'a death. Hie goods 
were sold by probate order on October 18, 1817. Allowing Rome lee-way 
between his death and that oale, wo estimate that he died between mid- 
August and mid-Septerrber. Ho left no will. Hie son William and his 
brother-in-law Charles Cartor were appointed administrators. 

What items were sold end what prices did they bring T We can’t give 
a perfect count, because the inventory lists so.no odd lots, s ;ch as "one lot 
hoggs, J yearlings"j but there wero about 15 or 20 hogej definitely 25 
cheep; 6 cows end 5 heifers; 6 horses end 1 colt; 1 wagon, 5 plows, 1 
harrow, and e miscellaneous lot of tools and furniture. The 10 beet 
hogs brought $40.00; one mamma-hog end her pre-school children brought 
$9* 00. One mare fcrcurht $67# and the wagon $60. One heifer brought 
£-3.62^ - and the half-cent ic no fluke; a "bit" was 12^ cents, half a 
shilling. The herd bull sold for $10.00, while one steer brought $16.00 — 
and you caa spend long winter evenin 0 figuring that one out. The steer 
' ra y hrv ® been broken to the yoke, end a tamed ox had a special value. 

Anyway, that steer was bought by Isaac Shelby, the first governor of 
Kentucky - which is one of the few occasions the Eppersons ever got close 
to a governor. Tho inventory included 575 pounds of loose tobacco at 
2 centa a pound. The widow Elizabeth — great—great-grand other of our 
generation - kopt stock and tools necessary to run the farm and the 
house* ouch items so clevises, "streachers", single-trees; meal sifter, 
cupbcard, "one powter wheol and reel," But the inventory forgot to men¬ 
tion many things. John must have hod a cradle and a flail to horvest and 
thresh the wheat that was sold, and ha i.uot have had a scythe end hand- 
rake and fork, to cure the two .tacks of hay. 


rake to euro the two etacke of hay. Axea and wedges and a croae-cut eaw J 

aro listed, but ho must have had a frow for riving shakes, and a etout 
grubbing hoe, and harnoeo for the aix horses, and at least one soddlo. 

And surely great-great-grandmother kept eomo speckled dominicker hens 
and a rooster, end a flock of geese - for ehe had to make featherbeds and 
pillows. Turkeys - probably none; you wont into tne wooda and got your 
turkeys on the hoof. The laat item reserved by the widow was "One Eig Bible*, 
appraised e.t £4,00, Who has It now, I wondor, with its pricesless family 
record T We have purpocoly kept bi ck the two highest-priced itemsi- < 

the Negro woman. Eater, brought $186 - a price thet indicates she was getting ? 
oldj and the Negro men. Will, brought a stunning *>650 - e total of |ixx ? 

$8J6 for the alavea - worth more then all the other livestock. William I 

Epperson bought them. 

if 

. I 

Tho widow Elizabeth continued to run the farm. In the 1820 census ' 

she had in her home a girl between 10 and 16, posoibly a grand-doughter j 

or one of her Carter nieces. In tho 18,50 census she appears to have been ? 

living alone - between 80 and 90 years of age. She died lite in 1852 

(we 8 pposa that would be tho date), for in Januery, 1855, her surviving children 

Joined in selling 00 r.a land that had belonged to ti.eir parents, Some say 

thnt John nnd Elizabeth wore burled on their farm) others, that they were 

buried at the McCormack Church, 

It is interesting to note thet the Emerson family that later moved to ? 
Gibson County, Indiana, waro living in Lincoln Co nty when uohn Epperson 
moved there. The Carters were not related to those of Gibson and Posey. 

Joshua Embreo, an early eottler of Gibson County, wes living in Lincoln, | 

it 

ea were several of tho Alcorn family, later of Cibeon, We do not know 
whether any of those (except tho Carters) knew John Epperson, 

rut there was another family along Hanging hork w.o came to 
have a curious pla.o in Epperson history. As early as 1788, William | 

Vantrease and hia wife Christina were living on Hrnging >ork. hoy had a f 
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eon 3„Tcuel # b. about 1790, and probably other children. Hilliam end Chris¬ 
tina contlnuod to lire In Lincoln County until 1824, They were ?ood neighbor# 
to the Epperson#, end elpnod er wltneeaea to acme of the probate paper#, 

Tholr son So-ruel (ururlly npollln- v lo nrn# Vontreas was, from 1625 on, a 
near neighbor of our Cherleo "pporaon In Worren County; end 9n uel'e youngoat 
eon, 8a uel J., figurea after the Civil Kar ea the rc. atari u# "uncle* from 
Kentucky who vieltcd Albert Kpporeon In Indiana and ’f v# T,vir. Alexander 
tie fercuo ram'n head cano.'’ut tha*. story will cc^o later. 

At looft three of John Epperson's eono were a.-iliod carpenters or 
cab not—T.skera or bulldero. Wllllprn built two ilia In A^rlr County — one 
a caw-rlll, the other a rrlrt :nlll| one that he built in 1816 a few -ilea from 
Co'u hie, /deir Cou ty, etiil otar.da, *e hrvo already apt eu about lharlea'o aki 
nkill with tool#. And one of Jeoae Epperson'* rendpono living In teuton 
County, ?’lror rl, trero res a block walnut table rrdo ty Jesse. Thoce thro# 
(and -nayhe roro) aons rruct i eve learned the know-how from tholr frthor. 

And new lot up call the fo.illv roll once ’’■ore;- 

1) Lillies (1772- 652) rd, Ell-Pbcth 'ont-or.eryj lived the lest fifty yeoro 
of hie life in Adnir Ccuntyj the coat successful financially, 

11) Charles the hheelwrl ht (l777-16' </ 0 
ill) n a vld, b. fttt 1760) d, fcofore 1855* 

lv) 8«lly, b. ebt 178*; =4. Archlbrld Northcutt In 18C5; they joined In 
"i~nin- deed tr. her share of Ur fat 1 , r'? lend in l'<55* orUcutt 
d, in raey County in 1641, loading one son, William L. fhi— fer, 
a WurU w r r ecc r r d. 

▼ ) I.n-bnrt, b. rbt. 173*j tnxod In Lincoln Co ...ty botwoon 15-8 end 1813, 
n: patently ea e nlnrlo .ran, W# .latlnato tb. t ho '.ltd In lulu, 

t1) 8o’«-p 1, h. pbout, 1783; on tax lint fer 1811; no further record. Indeed 
wo h've no p-rof that he wi >3 a sen of John r.n J Elizabeth, but no other 
'pperaon fp Lly io on record in Lincoln -o. nty at that time, 

vii) lease 17.C-1871. 

vlii) 'eorre ' ,| b. pbt. 1796; see a to hnvo loft Lincoln County after hi# 

'Vth'-r'o death; live! in Vrrro.n County for c ti e; his m o coupled with 
t ct cf Charles e few tires) then oved to Sipson County; lived thero 
in 1855 wh*n t.e h’irn acid ‘loir father'e land, No further record, ond 
no Cl-pson County roccr's wero b rned oixt -odd yearn a;o, it io 
unlikely that wo #hall know rcore about him. 





IV 


' a ** QV ® on fil« considerable records of the descendants of William* 

Dcvid and Jesse, feirly complete down to 1875 and in several branches down 

to the present generation. We pI B n to place copies of these in a few 

libraries that specialize in family history. Here are brief sketcheai- 

The Family of William Epperson of Adeir County 

Villirm (1772-1852) arried Elizabeth Montgomery (1779-1842) a daughter 

of Fre ciu end M n ry (Snith) h'ontromery, presumably in Albemarle County and 

about 1800 . Francis Montgomery end hia wife had a largo family, all of 

whom aee- to have mipratod to Adrir County} likewiae r ry Montgomery'a 

Smith inured crme to Adair. It ie poooible that those Smiths were related 

to our Ja *oo Andrew Smith clan, but that ia a complication which wo haven’t 

looked Into cloeoly. (Ke have a frirly complete record of the Montgomery 

family.) Francis Vont^wry was wealthy, and William Epperson woa quite 

w. 11-to-do. 2e and hia wife had 9 children} we have the birth-years of 

four} the 1 irth-yoars of the others are only approximate, mxkxx end wo are 

not sure cf t> e order in which come of tl>em came, 

i) Albert (1804-18«<3) woo mr.rrl*H twice} lived in the 1630's and 

early lC-iO'a in Cumberland County, Ky.) is believ d to c. eve had no 
. h ildre.n by hie first marriage, but U-et period ia rather uncertain, 
harried (2) hetitia Criswell in 1847} moved to Axtoll, ,*-' p con County, 
Missouri; hrd 6 children by second marriage} men/ descendants living. 

ii) D p vi 4 Gelletin md. P.ry G 0 mor in Adair County in 18j>5. he d. 

in the ep-in- of 1837» leaving one child, Chtrles Gallatin Epperson, 
.cr ecme rearon the court denied petition of the widowed mother 
to be guardian, >nd ap olnted D e vid Gallatin Epperson'a younger 
brother, >. illiam Lambert, to bo administrator and , uerdien. The 
boy, Charles Gallatin, wca livinr in Macon County, Missouri, 
aheut the time of the outbreak of tne Civil * p r. Ha hae a few 
deeco dents now in Galt L r Fe City. 

ill) Garnh, h. 1807; rad. Killin'; 3tewart Pattsroon in Adair County, 1825. 

i.e became a captain in the engineers in Civil Wn r and was persecuted 

by Kentucky neighbors after the k„r. be hove an almost complete 
record of dosoe•‘ants, alove average for education, 
b. 1809 

lv) ll 2 aheth Ann 'd. Ja-es 0, Patterson, b other of William 3., in 

1823. :’9 d. b fore 1857} 5 children who mnrried. Some descendants 

new livin in Ad»-ir County end elsewj ere. 

v) William f n nbort, b. seme ti-^o after 1810 census } md, Chsrlotte 

rad chaw in Adair, 1''J3. ocarae ordained preacher; had 4 children 
wro married n.,d h> A fcm.ilica} man, dcecendnnta now living in Adair 
a .d other nearby counties; high evera e of education. no, hia oldor 




brother Albert end hie younger brother Charles Francis* all died in 186J. 
vi) Smith Montgomerys dates unknown* became eetrnnjed from family* went to 
Tennessee, died cforo ago of JO, u .married. 

▼ii) Charlea Francis, b. 18l7l md. Petay Ann C e rter, 1856. She was a 

grend-deughter of Charles and Dienah Lambert Carter. They had J children* 
two of wi om lived to marry. Deocendants now living In Casey County end 
elsewhere. 

vili) Mary, b. 1821j md. John McDougallj 4 chi.dren; several descendants 
living in or near Chlacgo forty years ago. 
ix) John Jefferoon, b. 182J, d. 19C5j md. in 1842 Elizabeth Hurt Morris. 

((*?3 she a relative of the Eli-aeth Morris who md, Wesley Redman t)) 
ha' 1 7 children, most of whom md. and remeinod in Adpir County. Oldest 
eon d. in 1862, a Union soldier. Several descendants now living 
in Columbia, Adpir County. 


Family of David Epperson 

(Material on David is vory meager, and cost groat effort.) 

DpVid red. Caeoendra Waters, daughter of Anderoon Waters, in Lincoln 
County in 1805. He was taxed for 2C0 acres of "Jd rate" land on Knob Lick 
in Lincoln County from I804j this land was in Casey County after 1807* 
tax continuea until 1820. In 1820 census he wao listed in Lincoln, with two 
aone and wife. In 1817 he o rtf hie wife, with three of her brothers and two 
aietera (married) acid land in Lincoln that had belonged to her father. 

In 1825 a n„vid Epperaon md. Sallie Elliott in Lincoln* this wee probably our 
Dpvid, though we cannot be sure — and everything connected with him seems 
to be complicated in the records. Thus far we do not know when he diodj but 
in Jar.utry, 18JJ, when the other hairs of John Epperson joined in selling 
lend, William Epperaon wss had power cf attorney for the heirs of David, 


deceased 
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7>,oa. two helra were D,vld Jr. and Andcraon. D„vld Jr. va, b. ao™ Uma 
before 1010. Anderaon .bout 101J. They married alatara, , 8 nc y and dm. 

Corner. They lived 1 „ Pulaakl County tn 10fO. and probably had lived thar. 
for twenty yaara or ao. David Jr. died In 1876, in Pulaakl Co-nty. Thar, ar. 
aevarol dleorepanole. between voriou. doouaanta. tat and batwaan boa, doou- 

""*■ R * 4 th ° *• <* »W«* doBoondant.| but it ...a. aaf. to .ay that 

David and Me wlf. had 9 children, b. batwaan 1823 and 1850, that .oat of thoao 
married and begat, and that at laaat two aona, John and n a vld (who. we'll 
call D c vld the III) left oav arol daaca.da.ta who .till live In Pulaakl County. 

™‘ U '° lI1 * dr., .on of David, .on of John, died In 

Somarect, Pulaakl County, 1 „ IS*. They a.y ha ... a -great hand- for reciting 

family tradition., even ao, ha loot on, anca.tr.l D.vld in .Ivin- hie varalon 

Of k it hia descent from John Fpporeon ( 17'«5-lcl7,) 

Epperson * 

A-ndoraon talari. u.tad i„ tho 1850 oan.ua with alt children, born 
b. tw on 1 57 and 13.-0. Troro are b ;t meager recorda of him after 1850 , 
and no certain facta about hi. children. To complicate .attar., there ar. 
at laaat two other Pppor.on fa ilia, on record in lulaakl County, ono that 
apparently coma free, Tcnnaaa.a. Tha local descent ,to of Ba.ld r e ,o vary 

meagar data and ar. not vary oomnunloattva. (f h l. l.,t a.atenca la quite 
cn understatement.) 


• • • • • 

J . 

ih? homily of Jesss Epperson 

Jeaa, (173C-137U did a turn In tha W.r of 1012, hi. p.„.l on record might E lv. 

aa to hie aervlco. In 1813 ho married Peppy (Pargsret) Sloana In 

Lincoln county. Oho d. about 1629, having born. 8 children - ar ao tha 1830 

ceneua Indicate,. In 1832 h a married Menoy Pambarton, wo aro fairly aura, ahor 

of abroluto proof, that aha ... a daughter of thome, Pambarton, who bought 

eo-otJ In? at tha ..1. of John Eppar.on'. good, tn 161 7 . o h . bora faur ohildran 

to Jaaao, end though the record, ar. non. too plentiful It 1 , fairly aur. that 
eha outlived him. 
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A he Family of Archibald Northcutt and wifoi Sally Epperson 

Korthcutt's forename is given as Arclibeld in hie marriage record in 
Linceln County (1805); also in the index to the probate record in Casey 
County; but in hio will he si^no himself Archer. He drew hie will in 

January, 18M, wrote a worried codicil in November that year, and the will 

waa entered for probate Sec. 11, 184% One of the witnesses was cur great- 

uncle Christopher Coffey. 

Archibald - or Archer - Northcutt had done "right well* in accumulating 
property. I-.e left hie wife a brick dwelling house and an unspecified but 
erFa-ently plentiful amount of land. It comes out tret 3ally'8 father, 

John Epperson, had given Archer Northcutt a Negro slave woman, Fhillls, 
(probfbly in 1805 when Archer an 4 Sally were married.) Archer doesn't 
epee* of this elave rg a gift to him end hie wife Jointly; no air, 
ohn Epperson hod given the wench tsiSfci to Mnn. rhLllie had died before 
1841, having done her expected duty of beering e number of slave children} 
an 4 now Archer gives hio wifo ell these children of Fhillis. 

He is worri d for fear his only child, wilUom L., won't merry end 
h8ve children. William is enjoined to eta at home with hio other, yet 
the f?th r hcp~o he will marry. In case William dies wit. out children, 
the property is to go to Archer's four sisters (not named); end if the 
sisters fail to claim the inheritance, the estate ia to ,o to hio wife 
? elly's four brothers . But we had no luck. 

Cne queer itemi "I will end bequeath to my Bon, William L. Northcutt, 
the salt well bored by 'yoolf on ry land." 

Wo have not followed up Casey County records, to find when Sally 
apperson Northcutt died, or whothar bashful son William L. ever married end 
beat chlldron. 
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In the spring or early euranar of 10J9 Jesse uid e pert of his 
family aoved to Si lino County# Mlr.HO.trl. c-fli’.c- . is wife end younger 
children# his third son# fembroko, end probably two morn of hi* oldar 
children :*cved with him, Pembroke had raerriod Silphla McCormack In 
12vfl| their first child wen born Boon after they reecho* Missouri • 

Jeaso r.n hit trice settled at or ner.r the villt re of Cambridge# on the 
west ban . of the Missouri* Saline Ccunty corners on Johnson# end 
Charles tha Vt'heclwri ht'e olrioot oon# John# livod i.. Johnson County, 
p.clr-blr before r la undo Jer.so roved to Saline* 

here to or. incomplete lint of his children, reconstructed from 
coaeuc and 1'en.iiy records, Evidently some of the children by the flrat 
crrrln e -’lor! young, or at leant missed the recordi- 

l) till.e L,# b* abt* lCl^j md» Rebocca Crum in Lincoln County# 
entucky, 16^J| is believed to have atayed in Lincoln Countyi 
there were Ejpereons in that county -ntd e few yearn ego, 
ii) John L| fc, lflSj md, Elizabeth - - -) roved to Saline County, 
Visao ri in Ib'idi bed 6 children in 1650 ceneue; blec.krraith, 
living near }la father; no further record, f-n’ the odc?rn genera 
tion in Sclino County nov^r heard of hi.",, 
ill) Pembroke Sj b. 1*317i md, (l) allpho '.cCormack in Lincoln County 
in 13^8; ovod to Saline County with hia father; hio wife d, in 
1862# 6 chlldronj ho md, (2) Folly Ann Hart>rcve in 185J| 

£ chiliron. Some of tiri*ee 12 o.ildren c. you;..’# but h.e loft a 
i oat of descendants , hio oldest bo a, Jesse Jr,» aorvod (Union) 
in Civil ¥iftr| he!broke himself hsd long feud with rebel bush¬ 
whackers* bo feel a partiality toward 1 ©drone because when he 
d, in 130) ha spool Tied in hio will that xjaxaixzmx ono of his aona 

should Uko yood cere of j.io old buggy horse ’’.'organ"# Fembroko 
frond-children who r.ave written ua era plain people, not rich 
but vary kind-hearted* 
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iv) David, b, abt. 1619] wea living in his father's household in the 1850 

ceneua, prcsu-ably unmarried, "o further record, 

v) 51i r ohoth, b« in tho 1820'sj md, Goorge Jackson in Saline County] had 
12 children) rocord naagor, 

xxx according to the census of 1030, there were three other small 

children in Jeceo'g family who do not appear in the records of 1850« 

Children by his second mfrriogoi- 

vi) Thoraro b, 1853] md, in ?/ isso rl] d* in the 1860*0; had 2 children, 

vii) "sore Newton (10'5-1?24)] served (Onion) in the Civil Wsrj md, twice] 

• cny de candante In Hr.pcuri nn' Oklahoma and i ( nsea. Twc of his 
children still living, olioved to be the lest living grandchildren of 
Jesce, 

viii) Strnh, b, 1 57; md H^tfieldj several dos undents. 

ix) frehk, fc. 16^1] has descendants in C a rroll County, Ko. end elsewhere, 

here is t:e place for a 8hort sermon on the pity of losing touch with 
kindred. Jesse * e desc ndonto (those we have contacted) ore nice people, 
moot of tier, ratr -r poor; only one ..n w tho first ..f me cf his groat-grandfeth- 
er, Jesse, and only one knew that Jesse was b ried in Gelino County, A few of 
the-", know their branch of the family came from Kentucky] but no one had 
anything like a general rocord of three generations, 

• • • • • 

A little core information hr a come regarding George L. Epperson, youngest 

son of John and Elizabeth (Lambert) Epperson, He is listed in tho 1830 

census of Simpson County, Kentucky, with a wife, one eon under 10, a 

daughter between 15 and 20, end two small girls. Remember, not until 

1850 ''id sny census give tho names of any but the head of the family, or 

tho year and place of birth of oach rocmberi and so, all we know io, thero 

was a wlfo with four children in these age brackets. The family does not 
spp ar again in Slmpspn County census records. They moved away — somewhere. 




Oharles Epperson the Wheelwrirht 

Chords ia not cn record ee h^vinr owned any lend in Lincoln County) 
ha wna taxed from 1801 through 1807 - wo ni.-ht aey, merely for existing. 

Cn July 15, 1607, ho married Sarah Harris - the fifth child of Dr. George anix 
Hnrrie end in wifo Sarah, who hr d come fron Virginia (probably Goochlond or 
Fluvanna County ) P n-> Battled in f incoln County by 1799. Tr.e Whoelwri ght'e 
business affeira wore much tied up with the H r rriaea. In 1805 ho and 
Willi”* 'iHncn Iirrrla, brother of the rirl he was to -firry, were partners in 
a lend speculation, buying from bows earlier entrr.t hie paper-right to 
580 Korea near Drippln? Spring in vtirren County. Warren was o huge area then, 
due be be cut up into several counties, end Dripping Spring ley in whet woa 
to become «dnonioon “minty. The inn' in question ie nob far frem the 
‘■Vnelh Cave. kxi The ycunr partners hod the land aurveyod in Vprch, 1806. 

We eve no ovl^enoe that ithor of them over lived on the land. Put a still 
earlier vv-lura of Pr. George Herria effected Cherlee pperaon’e fortunes 
▼ery definitely. Beck in 1799 Hr. Harris had •entr-red 1 * 200 scree on Drake's 
Creok in barren County) end by ISCfi Charles F; person an-' his wife end first 
biby, to ether with eoveral of the Harrises, moved tc Werren County end settled 
along Drake's Creek - in the district southeast of Fowling Green end near the 
mod -rn Allen County line. 

southeast 

Hollow elate highway 71 from fowling Green - tne rood .to Scottoville, 
About ten milea out, just beyond Alvoton (which ia In reveree but io not a 
renody) you will eee Friendship Church off to tho right. (Sam Vontreoe, who 
geve “other y pernon the rnm'e hand enno, ia buried at Friondahip.) Follow tho 
ti■hl-f.ttlng lene past the church into the deep woods; Boon you will be 
oltogathor lost, with tho co.rfort of knowing, you are lenr tho piece where 
Tra .mol Ctook flowalnto Drake's) n:.«t xxxx on tho ben.; of Drake'a Greek, near 
where Tra rani flowe into it, ia a npot which the neighbors etili call Ep.pereon'e 
.’ ill - though of course tho raill ^iaarpearod lonr ego. And for addod comfort, 
re-amber that near the mill-site pood old Siirpn Williraa, our great-great- 
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grondfnther, lived from around 1805 until aftor 1812, ho do not know how 
woll acquainted Charles Zppernon wca with Simon Williams) wo know they 
liwpd within ft few miles of each other for five yearn* Also, in tlio same 
neighborhood along Trammel Crook»j!;mos Martin woo neighbor to Simon Williams 
from ISC5 until no-o time in 1CO0) end Williom ! antrum Sr, also lived there 
through 1C05-15C7 end sore way into 1808. Now it is exciting to think of 
three ancestors - Simon Killlarao, J 0 raes ?■ n rtln, and William M a tigrum Sr, - 
nil swapping help and singing in th.e name prayer--eeting - which they almost 
certrinly did; end we might i^nrino ell three families comlr.r to the door end 
watching t ie new man Sep omen moving in, and the toon ndvl ing him how to 
get arc md that worst spot in the road, and the woman offering to epnre 
e etc r tin r of yoaot. Put t lo all depends upon kks* lust what time of the 
year 1803 Chrrioo Eppornon -evod in end also just when .Mr.rtin and h^ngrum 
moved out, v.’e have no clue o« to 'ust when Ja'eo ’ artin ceft Warren County) 
tho P'-r-tist history indicates that he was active in the district couth of 
Vincennes hy *a:cut* 1808; he may hrve come north eome time that summer, 

Ke cr-r. bo more •'*? finite eheut when William .“ongrum Sr. moved) for it is 
almoflt certain that he or.'' his eon-in-law, Cory Wilkinson, moved to~ether 
from Warren County to the region that became "ibson) end Cory Wilkinson’s 
oldest son definitely remembered that his family arrived in Indiana in tho 
fall of 1803, Old Epperson know the others T It co Id very well have been, 
and t o-o lo a stro ig probability that ho did. Con’ y;.*ars alter, in 18>9» 
when he moved to ''•ibnon, 'Vrtln end Simon Williams and William ‘ ft ngrum Sr, 
had lonr -one to th-ir root) William ’’an-rum Jr,, a boy of 16 when Epperson 
moved to W c rren County, woa nonrly fifty when the Wheelwright caught up with 
him in Indiana, One thing euroi the three families end maybe tho fourth 
probably knew each other along Trammel and Drake's Creeks, but they could 
not know whot. Is to us n Very Important bhing» namely, that they wore all 
roinr to become our anceotora t 

he Wheelwri.ht appears to ’ sve got on very well for the first 
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twelve op fifteen yearn In * 0 rren County. Hie name figures often In tho 
court order book ae rond-viewar or ae approioer of estates, end In October, 
1612, ho wao reco.mmen.ded to Wo governor for apj - ointment ee justico of the 
peace - but he had the uoual "pperson luck In politics. We do not know Just 
when he end Dr. George Herrin built tho mill on Dreke'a Creek, ft first it 
wee a -riot-mill, later slao e saw-mill. In 1615 he wee taxed for the 
550 acre tract near Dripping Spring end for two parcels amounting to 2l£ 
acroe on Drako'a Creek - ono of thooa boing the mill alte. On Cctobor A, 

1822, Dr. Harris Bold hia nhcre of the mill to Kpperson. Dr. Horria died in 
the eprin- of 1824 j a long-drawn-out disagreement and lewauit between the 
Wheelwright and hia Harris brothern-in-law followed, "he Wheelwright'o bus¬ 
iness affairs appear oound enough up to this time, and in V fi reh, 182'*, ho 
bf.uxht an additional 100 acres of land for $1100. But trie heavy blow foil 
two yonra latori hin wife Sarah died in the aprinr of 1826. Her last vhild, 
Charloa (father of Isaac Ppperson) waa b. on March 15, 1826. Tr « 'other ray 
have died i.n child-blrthj if not thon, aoon after. 

Phone are tho oeven children of Charles en J Sarah (iinrria) hpporsom- 

John, b. 1603-1809 
miirm H., b. 1812 
Albert, b, 1814 
Sn.-n V., b 1016 
PI Naboth Ann 
Sally, b. 1821 
Charles, b. 1826. 

We will tell you ore about them later, hut now a word about the ll 0 rris fr-rrlly. 

'’eor-e H n rrla came from Virginia, almost certainly from one of the 
counties that lie in a triangle pointed by Hanover, Albemfrle and A -herst 
countlesj there is . ood ovidor.ee t: at ho lived in or near either Goochland or 
Fluvanna for a time. We estimate that he was born about 17-5. He first 
eppoara on tho tax roll of I.i coin County, Kentucky, in 1799, theugh he r«y 
heve cone to Kentucky earlier. Wo suppose Sarah woo his fifth child} ho names 
her fift in tx« his will] and if she was in her early twenties when she 
rcrrled ( 1 ^ 07 ) we estimate that oor o rrrin'o eight, children were born 







between about 1780 and the middle 17/0'e. Thue far, the marriage date of 
Sarah !!„rrla to Charles Epperson is the only d6te we heva found for this 
lost family record, excepting the date of George Harris'a death. The faot 
that George Harris wee a doctor comes out In the probate lawsuit. He may 
not have studied medicine In a college, but merely have read and been coached 
by an older doctor, ae the custom was. 

Dr. George Herrle drew hie will on October 4, 1822, and It wae en¬ 
tered for probate on V p y 5, 1824. His wife wae Sarah) her maiden surname may 
have been Graves, but thus far we cannot Identify her parents. She sur¬ 
vived her huabond two years, her own estate being entered for probate 
on July 5, 1826. This fragmont Is a poor reepect to pay to her and to her 
daughter Sarah, but It Is the boat we can do* Here are the 8 children of 
Goor e and Sarah Harrlai- 

y 1) Gravee Harris wee taxed In Lincoln County in 1807) wo feel sure 
this date ^oeo not .ndicete his coming of age, but rather that ho came to the 
county aoven or ei^ht years after hie father* He od» Elizabeth Wheeler, 
daughter of M e rk and Frances Wheeler, of Fluvanna County, Virginia (date 
unknown.) He moved la from Lincoln County, Kentucky, to Warren. He was, 
with his two brothers, appointed executors of their father's will, and 
Graves qualified, but for some reason hia youngest orother George Overton 
Harris did moat of the work. On >*„rch 22, 18J8, Graves and hia wife sold 
to their nephew, Albert Epperson (our grandfather) 75 acres along Drake' a 
Creek, — his last appearance in Warren County records. In 1842 ho Bhowa 
up in Johnson Co.nty, Missouri. His nephew, John Epperson, oldest son of 
the Wheolwrlght, had gone to Johnoon County some yeera earlier. Thus far 
we have no later ltora about him* 

2) William Hudson Harris was partner with the Wheelwriht In the 
land deal near Dripping Spring In ieor-06. He was the official witness of 
the marriage of Charles Epperson to Sarah in 1807* Hia father had given him 
a tract of land somewhere In Virginia, "which he haa had In hand and tradod" 








and if the pood doctor had only told in what county it lay, we‘d be warmer 
in the aearch for Virginia ancestors. William Hudson wee named oo-executor 
with hla brothers but for some reason did not qualify, which would indicate 
he waa not living in or near Warren County in 1824. The will implies he 
was married| and 1 is riddle name "Hudson* dangles a clue to still another 
ancestor - but thus far no luck. 

5) Elizabeth Dickaon (or Dickinson) Harris md. Major Holland in Virginia. 

Holland 

"Major* wea her husband's nono, not a title. Hie f abhor waa dezekiah xxtucks Sr 
of Pluvanna County. W P s Elizabeth's riddle name ^iciveon or Dicnineon ? Her 
father calls her by one name in a certain deed, by the other in his will. 

She and her h aband were ctlll llvln- in Fluvanna County, Virginia, in the 
apring of 1811 when her father (in Kentucky) deeded to her a slave woman 
nftred Delphy - "being about the a r e of Twenty one years complexion very 
dark", and Delphy'a little oon, Ned, "about fifteen months of age of complexion 
rPthar bright inclining to mulatto colour." ( I mustn't write what I 
think just here.) Major Holland and hia wife moved to Kentucky by 1821j 
they were then living in Simpson County, just south of Warren, when they 
joined in sellin- aome Vir inia land. No further record. 

4) Frances Harris md. Hezekiah Holland Jr., younger brother of Major. 

She and her husband wore living in Warren County In 1821. In 1641 one of 
the Kentucky Hollands wrote from Christian County to a cousin in Virginia 
that Aunt Frances Holland was dying of cancer. 

5) Sarah K.rrls md, Charles Epperson 

6) M n ry "raves F P rr *- 8 md. James Thomas. 

7) eor o Cverton Harriet the will implies he waa still sin le when the 
will was drown and Ih t he lived at home. The will gave hi;r. all the home 
plantation except a pert reaorve. 1 to hia mothorj and when his mother died 
(1825) ho was sole executor of her estate. He woe on ordained Baptist 
minister by 18J8. He d. in Warren County in 1855. 

8) Lu.:y Overton iakx Harris md. (1) a Johnatonj (2) cichard erritt. 
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Dr, Ceorgo d e rrio was a rather wealthy man, and hla will is better than 
a pa e in a hiotory text* (rfe quote spelling f-nd punctuation "as is*") 

*1 lend to ay boloved wife Sarah Harris during her natural life three r.egroea 
namely Iaaao Easter end iNancy and ray gray and rone mares and my Durbon** 
That "lending" was a legal devico common in Virginia end Kentucky wills) the 
widow wo;Id have use of the property but the title would remain safe uarded 
for the other heirs, "Durbon" was the doctor's spelling of Deprborn, the 
fashionable four-wheel Carrie e of thrt time, "item I lend to my booved 
wife Sarah H r rris during her natural life two feather beads (beds) and furni¬ 
ture with two cows and calves with all my household and kitchen furniture 
except my othor feather bea^s whioh are to be sold" . . * and "a sufficiency 
of my stock of hogs to make h«r pork for one year and raise from," and "a 
aufficiency of corn end wheat for one year," 

But like children atarin/ at a deformity we keep staring at those slaves. 
Now Dr. Harris seems to have been a good and kindly man, and he definitely was 
a pillar in the Mt« Zion Baptist Church, end was doubtless as humane as the 
average man of hie time and place. Koroly, the usa e of lia time seems 
terribly cruol to us. It was lie custom to lend each ohi of hie children at 
oarriege or soon after two slaves) and now at his death he gives what he 
lent lonr ago - those original slaves and their increase. The original slaves 

were not always male and female) he gave one son two Ne-'ro men, and he gave one 

each of 

dau hter a man and a woman. But to the other da arbiters he ~ave "two Negro 

women and ticir increase," Thone slave wemen *nting where they might, the 

title to their children would be vested in the owner of the mothers) end eo 

os a future investment the gift of two slave womon young enough to bear children 

would bo valuable. In the 1620'g the cotton states farther south were in 

the market for slavos) Virginia *o a groat oxtont, Kentucky somewhat less, 

were both brooding slavoo for that nnrket. Moat of Dr, Harris's alavoa had 

been "lent" to his childron from ten to maybe twenty years, and v?o have no way 
of snowing how many sieve childron had been added to the original property* 




Dr. H^rria namea twenty-four sievesi fourteen whom he had "lent* end ten 
core whom he had kept In hand. Seven elaves - Old Ben, A. .thony, Ned, 

Saronoy, Millie, Dixie end Peter - nro to be sold at the diocreticn of the 
executors* Evidently thoy hod outlived their usefulness. We have not seen 
the inventor;-, but if the 2-!» sieves named were valued on a par with the two 
slaves of John Epperson In 1017, they wore worth somewhere between £12,000 
end »16, 000. And that does not include the "increase." As doa e.ndants of 
Soroh Harris Epperson we have a sort of property in the increase of two 
slave girls, Dolcia and Fannyj rnii wo wonder when and how Charles the Wheel¬ 
wright disposed of them end tioir children* The n’orris Negroes - Isaac end 
Esther, Sam end Delphe.ny, Dnfnoy and Airy, and Old Een - r e a part of a 
shadowy past, dead long ago, 3omohow slavery does not seem pretty whon it 
to chea our own anceotors. 

And now o pa?e of unhrpplneos. Dr. Harris specified that those seven 
o?ed sieves and his o*h::r surplus livestock re sold, rnd ti at his daughter 
Sarah Epperson hsve twenty dollars of the money they brought, the balance 
to bo divided equally among hl9 ooven other children) rnd that in due time the 
land ho lent his wife should also be sold rnd the money divided aiong the 
seven, "leaving out my daughter Saroh Epperson, os I have provided for her 
in another way.® On the day ho drew his will ho had sold to Charles Epperson 
his share of the mill for £50.00 - auroly only a friction of its woi'th. If he 
meant to give the Epporsons his share of the mill for Sarah’s dowry, a dollar 
would have served as well as fifty. Or rarybe ha had given them something 
else, bit Charles Epperson didn’t think so. After his wife’s death Charles 
sued to break her fother’a will. The suit dragged on until 1850, end the 

i 

will was sustained. 

And who were the ancestors of Cc*or~o and Saran Harris T They rave 
their children names that sound enceotralt Craves (twice), Hudson, Dickson 
(or Dickinson), nn 1 Overton (twice.) If Virginia recor’s were only complete 
bu* trey aren’t, "he frr'.her back you go, tie harder to find the documents 
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y4u needi before 1750# very hard) before 1700 elmost impossible. And the 
Harris x Cverton genealogy ia the hardest one we have found. 8ack eround ^ 

1695 e certain Captain Williero Karris married Temperance Overton) end they 
had flvo or alx aona end one daughter. (No two "authorities* eeem to agree 
os to the Identity of all alx - or maybe only five - of the sons. There 
were other Harrises - other William Herrises - living In H„nover and Loulea 
Counties. Names and persons are wrongly confused. Booko have been written# 
and otlll the confusion grows. Wo feel sure that Or. George Harris was 
e great—rmndson of Captain William and Temperance Overton Harriet but we 
cannot be sure. It seems that Goorge Harris would hardly have given the 
name "Overton* to two of his children unless he had known his rightful 
relationship. B t thus for, wo cannot prove that relationship. If he was 
indood doses .ded from Temperance Cverton, then wo can trace our ancestry back 
to Cld On*lend - away back. .And if that Captain Williem H e rria was# as 
many assert, a eon of Mgry Claiborne Rice# why then - ah me t the Claibornea 
ntrrted in Virginia in the early 1320'e, and they o bee* to the Norman 

Conquost f.nd some very eminent pirates of that time. Oh y, oh me f 

Anyway, Temperance Cverton must have had a charm, r. spell, for h-r name 
is woven in and out of genealoi-y for two hundred rnd fifty yeara. If 
you ere driving in Hoover County, hunt up the Glen C r irn cemetery, near 
Doawell, end ley a poaey on her grove. 

In the sprlnr of 1627 the Whaolwrlrht'a closest relatives were situated aa 

follows 1 his a^ed mother was living in Lincoln County) his brother William 

thriving in Adair, with 9 children ranging from 2J years old down to 4) wo do 

not know whether David was still living — his two sons were, perhaps in Casey or 

Casey 

Pulaski, Dally Northcutt was in kaiaxkix and Jesse was in Lincoln County, with 
a large family, George L. was near by, in Warror. or Simpeon. And at home, 

the Wheelwright’s seven children ranged from 19 down to one. 

On April 2, 1627, he married the widow Elizabeth Redman of Ad fl lr County. 
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Sha we a born In 1788, the <imirht r cf Jamea Andrew Smith and his wife, 

J- p r£nrot Trunx, who hr d coma to Kentucky from Bedford County, Virginia, 

in tho riddle 1780'a. Sha hoi r.nrried Absalom Hodman on July 10, 1006, 

November 

in Adair County. Ho died in 1815 (hia eatata waa entered for 

probate Nov. 29), leaving hln widow with two children - Wealey, b. 1810, and 
K.r^ret, b. 1811 - and a third to como. That third one is important to usj 
that waa Naomi J 8 ne, who wouldn't arrive until June 8, 1816. The Smitha and 
the Redmans were notably clanniah in thoeo dayo, and both families appear to 
have been particularly considerate of Absalom Redman's widow and children. 
Absalom left aome land - at least 159 acres care to hia son Wealey when he 
came of ago) and somehow the widow Elizabeth managed to keep the three 
children growing. So don't know how she and the V/heolwri ht got acquainted, 
but likely ,,’illlara Epperson h&d a hand in bringing the.-. to : ether. 

In hio aecond marriage Charles Epperson waa, unaware, being destined 
to move ultimately to ~ibeon County, Indiana. Elizabeth had five Smith 
brothers ond four sisters) by 1827 some of these had already settled in 
ibson County and others, with her father, were herded in that direction. 
Likewise the Red-ansi from around 1820 forward one and then another of 
Absalom Redman's brothers, and then his father, were migrating to ~ibeon 
County) until in 1859* whon the Wheelwright followed them, Gibson County was 
populous with miths and Redmans and thoir inlaws. 

Charles end Eli z n oth had two eonsi D„vid Libert, b. Kerch 18, 1828, 
and James, b. Fob. k, 18J0. The Whcolwrlrht'a business affairs were not 
tr ° ln? 80 wel1, Cn September 7, 1626, he bought for $5C0 one hundred acres 
in Cumberland County. Cn 'arch 15, 1825, - the day little D fi vid Lambert was 
born -t; e sheriff foreclosed on the mill to cover a debt owed jointly by 
Chsrleo Fpperoon and George Harris, and on October 26, 1829, the sheriff sold 
tho mill. The rocords are incomplete, but wo gather that Epperson recovered 
tho mill in 18JO. 

Wo suppose that Elizabeth kopt her three Rodman children with her when 









ehe married Charles Epperson. In 1827 Wesley would hare been 17* Margaret 
16, end Naomi Jane going on eleven. In 18J2 when Wealey came of age hia 
rrendfather Aaron Redman in Adair County deeded 155 1 acre* to Wesley "of 
Warren County" for one dollar - obviously a gift deed covering the young man'a 
inheritance which the ^rnndfrthor had safeguarded for himj and soon after, 
Wesley married Sli z abeth orris of Worron County and ;ot ready to follow hia 
Smith and Rodman uncles to C-ibson County. .’-' 8 rgaret Redman wexit to Indiana 
either with her brothor or very Boon al’torj she married Jesse Emerson in 
Clbeon County in November, 18J4, 

The Whoolwright*a own saraa childron were xrowing up. hia Bon John 
(ae reckonod by the ceneus of i860) hed married around 1828, perhaps in some 
other county - there is no record of it in Warren. William H. married Ann 
F . Walthall in February, 18>5j Albert mfrried Naomi Jane Redman on Feb, 11, 

18Sam V. married Rachel Casey ?’ p y 18, 18>6| and Elizabeth Ann married 
Christoph r Coffoy about the seme time, Cf th. so five merriegea only one - 
that of Sem V. - appocra in tho Tarriago record index in Warren County, 

We know there are many gaps in Warren County records, and that in moat 
Kentucky counties the indexes to marriage bonds end probate actions end 
other legel mrttora aro fruity. For oxample, the will of Dr, *>eor : o Harris 
la not listed in the probata index nor is it in the regular will books, yet it 
is there, in a miscellaneous collection apparently overlooked by the indexer. 

Cr some of these marriages r.cy have token plsce in other counties. 

The most im;ortrnt to us, of course, wss that of Albert Epperson and 
Nfiorai J«no Rodman. They were 22 and 20i albert solid and somewhat reserved, 
’iven Bo-:otlmea to spoils of brooding, with something in his xind that and 
hande that led him to moke beautiful things of native wood, Naomi Jane’s eyes 
could hrrdly have been brighter when ehe wos a bride than they appear in 
a picture ta*en when aho and Albert wore old. Of course that matter of 
step-brother rr* rryln step-slater 0 n0 blood relationship) brought about no 
end of puzzling co 'plications, Charles the Wheelwright married (second) 
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« deugliter of James Andrew Smith, three of the Wheelwright*e eone - Albert, 

Cherlee, and David Lambert - married rrmd-deughtera of J a mea Andrew Smith. 

Couslnshlpa became complicated. 

Albert and KrOai Jane's flrat boy, Patrick Henry came promptly in November 18#> 
and Uriah Chesterfield in 1058. (Where did they got that Choaterfield T) it eeeme 
they planned to .Uy on in W P rren, for in March, I 85 O, Albert bought from his Uncle 
"ravea K a rri. 75 acre, .long Drake*. Greet for *425. But the next year something 
induced Albert and hi. father to move to Indiana - e hope of bettor fortune., a 
deoiro to -ot away from slavery, the appeal of a freoh .tart, but moat of all I 
daresay their wive, -ante ' to be near their own kinfolk. At least four of Sli.abeth'e 
brother. - Janes, Andrew, Isaac and David Smith - and at least three of her sisters 
were already locate in nibson, and her aged father died in Gibson in 18^.7 
Three of her =edman brothers-in-iaw and their father, Aaron Redman, had likewise 
settled in ^ibaonj her son Wesley and her daughter .rgaret were there. 

At this joint we can dispense with court-houae records, for some of Naomi's 
grandchildren reme-ber her tillin’- about ‘hat great advonture, end gather Epperson 
had the story by heart, Fhey moved in December, 1859, "in a w a c n drawn by four 
horses; they used a single lino on the lead horse. They were seventeen days on the ** 
route. Ceaide the four horses at tne wagon they had ft least one saddle horse 
and ~eybe more, for Naomi J 0 ne loved to remember that she rode horae-back, with 
her baby (Uriah Chesterfield) in her arms, and - if we Know small boys - Patrick 
Henry took spells of ridin* behind her, holding on tight while he stared at the 

hugesnesa of the world - woods and rivers and all. As we count noses, trio was the 
roll-celli~ 

Chrrlea the Wheelwright, as 62 
Elizabeth, hla wife ego 51 
'’ally - tge 18 
Charles 1J 
DpVld L.obert 11 

James 9 

Albert 25 
Naomi J,ne 2J 
Fat.rick henry 5 
Uriah 1 
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Whore did they ferry the Ohio f Back around 1820 almost all the migrating 
families coming from Kentucky to our part of Indiana ferried at 
" Banka", the eite which later became Hendereon. But by 1859 
Evansville was getting to be a town* One item P n ther Epperaon never 
failed to quotei the party got here on December 20 - though no one now 
seems to know Just where "here* was. Did they "light off* and bed down 
at Wealey Redman’s, or maybe at Margeret Redman Emeracn's. Or bo<h Of 
tho?>o couples bcln young and presumably having only email cabins, 
our party may have eteyed at one or another of the Smith and Redman 


homes. Plenty of relatives. It was not until 1842 that Albert Epperaon 
bought lend) end it eppeere that the Wheelwright never owned lRnd in 


Indiana. He had been a strong men in his time, not as prosperous sndt n 

% 


as hie brother William) now he was old, and business affairs had gene 
rather badly. He had come a long way from the bright slopes of Blue 
Ridge) rnd to an old man this new frontier mey have seemed strange, 
•’is youngest daughter, Sally Ann, died in December, 1842. he himself 
died on Chrirtcao Day, 1844. His widow, Eli 7 ebeth, was living with 
Albert end N'gomi Jane Epperson in the 1850 census. In her last years 
ohe lived with her other daughter, >’ p rgaret Emerson. She died in 1869. 

• • • • • 

Hero now ere brief sketches of the families of the Wheelwright's 
children. 

Family of John Epparaon (1609-186-) 


John was in fciciuc or near Warren County, Xy., in 1829, when he made a 
deposition in the lawsuit hie father was corrying on agiinst the Harris 
brothers. At the time of the 1850 census he was living in Simpson 
r o. nty, married (hlo wifo not yt 20) with two infant sons. In 1850 
snd 1860 the census lists him in Johnson County, Miosouri) end if ths 
census in accurate recording tho birth-places of his children, he must haro 
moved to HlPsourl scon after IQ# 
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rnovs^ to Mlasourl soon after 18J0, for all hia children except the oldeat 
eon ere listed as born in diaaouri. However* census records ere not too 
dep-ndeble re arding tho place of birth. John's unole Graveo H r rrle 
sold hia barren County lend to our grandpa Albert Epperson in 1858, and 
moved to Johnson County, V'icsouri. 

In the 1850 census gives John's wife as Catherine, b. 1810, a native 
of Kentucky, and 8 childreni Wiilipm P. (22)j Hugh (20); Charles (15)* 

Sara A. (17)l Ellen (1)) j Susan (8)j Elizabeth (3)j and Sa:uel, 4 months. 
By 1860 Catherine had died and John had married Elizabeth somebody, (42), 
said to be a native of Kentucky. Cnly three of : is children are at 
home - Charles, Eliza eth and Samuel, Father Epperson said ti.at either 
John or one of his eons wes killed by bushwhackers during tho Civil War. 

It was «chn himself; his eager os'.ate was entered for prcbete in 
Johnson ounty, in arch, 1865. tils death may have occurred quite bows 
time earlier, end the probate buainose may hve been put off on account of 
war conditions. In the probate records, sons William end Hugh, end 
daughter Sarah A«, we o living in Jchneon County; end sons Samuel and 
Charles were living in Fottis County (adjoining Johnson). A daughter 
Helen Runner was mentioned as living In Illinois. (Presumably she was 
the ono listed as r.llen in tho 1850 census.) he Johnson County Clerk 
reports that George H. Epperson, of Leeton (Johnaon County), is a 
descendant of t;.is branch. (Ho does not answer letters, so he must be.) 


Family of William H. Epperson (1812-1372) 

Willi n m H, Epporson, 2d son of Charles and Sarah ii n rrie Ej person, b. Jen. 23, 
1812] d. Key 29, 1872. 

'■•ry Ann Frances Walthall, b. Sept 8th, 1813; d. Feb. 15, 1>'02. They were 
me Tied in February, 1835. Cary Ann wee b. at Raleigh, S. Car; dau. of 
Wllllem end Mary (RufsoII) Wrlthall. Her fether died when she waa youngf 
har mot her - d. Abealom Clayton 

tmmm. 








her mother md. Abealoa Clayton end moved to Kentucky, end later to Indiana, 
Mary Ann had two brothers end one oiater. We do not know where "Aunt Ann* 
end great-uncle William ret and courted and married. They were living in 
Eli-abethtown, Kentucky, in 1842, and they moved to Gibson County ebout 1847. 

They lived at Ft, Branch. Wllli e o H. was a carpenter and builder. Their 
11 chlldreni 


i) Charles Henry, d. in infancy 


ii) Mary, b. 
'togors, Arkansas, 
several children, 
record. 


:,‘ b * fl* HOfl* Ed ’ Zachcry Stephens, t minister, she d. in 
reb. 1 », ly02, the day before her mother died. She had 
but we have been unable to find any of them or to get an? 


. Ja ?°* b * l8 ' S81 od * • • • Milleri had one eon. She died young, 

^ havfno fu"S" l : d c:rd. UVOd *" ^ IU * H " 80Q ' 8 «■ John. 

iv) Nancy Henry, d. in infancy. 

5* d * /u " u8t 2 s * 1920 ct Evansville. She md, 

leteA'fn^ ° ?*' l866, ln Gibn<m Count MJ lived in Henderson and 

l :: t in ,; VOn !r 91 h 7 ch , il ' ,ren ‘ Tw0 di;d ln infancy. The five who lived 

1327U oil'A } lll r; (1C57 - 1:16 ^ r «*.» cor-a Edward (16 7 0- 

1 P', 9 {h - Ua fro .son (18 75 -1?4 7 ), and Ann SkinAer 

Oo ° Aiice Rfi'* Ann live in Hew ’ork ~ity. 

xx$ 

„ t i L hi *} lr ? V y fc * ieWj enli0t - ed Co. 0., 58th Indians Infantry; d. at 
Corinth, -i eisoippi. May 10 , 1362 y ' 

vii) Christopher (184H-1858) 

viii) Letitie, b. 1848; Md. John Blessing, 186 7 ; their childrem- 

Ceorre; John and Herbert live' in Cleveland; non 0 ld and Charles lived 
in Indianapolis, Mil tor. lived in Ft. Branch, Cctovia md. . .. . Corn 
of Cleveland, no children; Margaret md. Horeve Oenung, moved to 
vnice o; Arnos md. Sp.-a West cf -t. Branch. 

ix) Betty, b. 18*0; ~d. Nicholrs Biel, 18 7 ^; d. 1889 

x) Margaret Ann (1855-1858) 

David 

.11 Cilc ° * othryn khUoi 9 Mlena ‘ 

Vary M., unmd. 

Elizabeth md. C„pt. A. 1. Maher, ”, 5 . N,; no children 
Florence J, md. C, ?. g F eth; ono dau. 

Helen, md. J. J, latterson; 2 dous. 

°obo 0 ., md, herKreycr; 2 sens 

^r-nt 1 son irginla md. Frank : 0 ran, 

obert **. m* Ann Murphy; no children 5 children 

Ji*no ss« John A Schwebi no chll’r-n 
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Un"le William, Aunt Ann, and three of their children are buried at Mt. 

Korieh, but Amt Ann’s grove is unmarked. She died while on a visit with her 
daughter, M^ry Stephens, at Rogers, Arkansas) end the daughter died a day 
before the mother. Aunt Ann was e tiny lady, still remembered for her 
beautiful needle-work. 

Albert Epperson end his family will have a srort chapter farther on. 


The Family of Sem V. Epperson (1816-1873) 

One group of his grandchildren soy that hie middle initial "V* was for 
Vernon) others say it was for Vontress. He md. (l) Rachel Casey (1818-1862) 
in Warren County, Kentucky, in 1855) had 15 children. md. (2) Polly 
Rey, (no children). Cf his 15 children, three - li a rry, Tillitha, end 
Abner - died in infancy) three - Samuel, James and Charles - died in 
adolescence. Two deurhters, M^ry and I' fi rtha, in their 20's, died with their 
father end mother in a chAlera epidemic in the summer of 1875* Five more 
child en lived to merryi- 

i) John Willla (1358-1912) md. and had 7 children) 4 living. 

ii) William Wi?ga (1845-1904) md.) had 5 children, 5 now living - 
some of them in Ft. Worth, Texas. 

ill) Edward Hurhes (1854-1954) md. Samantha V. Glasscock (1857-1900)) 

12 children) 4 died young) 4 md.) two now living in Dallas, 
Texas. 

The name of Edward Hughes has some connection with the enigma of 
Sam Vontress, who ?evo Path r Epperson the farous xamc ram's-head cane. 

S fl ra Vontress 3r. md. Faria Hughes, daughter of Edward Hugheej and it was 
the son of Sam Vontres3 Sr. and M„ria who gave the cane. We cannot figure 
out any possible relationship between the Vontress family and the Eppersone) 
but here ie Sam V. Epperson in 1654 naming a son Edward Hughes. When we 
get around to telling the story of the ram's head cane we hope to -now 
more but are afraid we won't. 

iv) i'enjemin Covington (1896-1954) and hod 5 children, 4 living. 
Two daughters, Frs. I’ P ry Buchanan and Hrs. Aud. ey Buchanan, live within a 
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f«w miles of the site of Charles the Wheelwright's mill. 

v) Sarah Elizabeth Spperaon (1856-1954) md. but childless. 

She vioited In Gibson County several times within the memory of our 
generation. Her oldest brother# John Willie# was working as a faro hand 
for Albert Eppereon In the i860 census. Around the middle 1870's 
Edward H. came north and worked for Father (David A.) for a season} 
but 3erah Elizabeth visited her Gibson County cousins wre than all 
tha others. These visits kept alive in Father Epperson's mind many 
facts about Warren County, It wee probably through hie Kentucky cousins 
that he had the ro’ote trcdltion that John Epperson of Johnson County# 
Fiseouri, was killed during the Civil War. 

Family of Christopher 8. Coffeyy 

According to the 1850 census, Elizabeth Ann Epperson# daughter of 
Charles the Wheelwriht, was bom about 1816, but that would bring her 
too near her brother 3*a. Census figur-a are often vro.ii about ages} 
probrbly she wrs born next after S a m, sey around 1818. About 18J6 she 
tarried Christopher 3. Coffey, of Casey County, He was born about 1C06# 
fifth of the ten children of Colonel Jesse Coffey end his wife, Tibitha 
Riffs, who were early aettlero of Casey Ccunty. Christopher d. Coffey 
and Elizeboth Ann wero livin'* in Casey County at the time of the 1850 
census} he wee a tanner and wes quite well-to-do at that time - and 
eppar< ntly did even better as the years went by. At some time before 
1865 they movod to Cwonsboro, Kentucky, and lived there the rest of their 
lives. Aunt Elizabeth Ann wee living in October# 1877, but died 
bofore November, 1881, Christopher died late in 1890} his will was 
ent red for probate on Deo. 15. He and Aunt Elizeboth Ann had six 
daughters and one eon# but none of the dau hters survived their father. 

1) Sarah, b. about 1G57S md. David W. Vandeveor in Casey County 
in IS}? 1855} she died the next year# childless. 


li) M r ry E., b. about 1840 
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11 i) I®«*«1, b. 1641 Hither Isabel or Mary md. John Whipp, of 
Liberty, Ceoey County. We do not know which of the two married 

1“' 8t bo ° R "° of thc other Bister. Apparently the marriage 

wee childleoe. In hin will Chriptopher Coffey gave John Whipp 

a free udo for life of e otore building in Liberty, identifying 
Vhipp ae hie eon-in-law, and spying that the life-tenure of the 
store wt b to reppy Whipp for pp.et services. But no mention is 
mrde of pny grend-childrenj and it ie clear that both M n ry and 
Ier.fcel had died faeforo their father made hie will. 

iv) Ann, b. 18^| od. J a mo 8 Yesusdy in Oweneboro late in 18S5j ehe 
d. before I860, leaving two children, Chrlatcpher and Belle. 

v) Florence, b. 1845; md. Leozio tax Lumpkin in Cwenoboro, 1866. 
ho d. before 18^0, lepvin* a daughter, .' fl ry. Booido her share 
of her grandfather'o ootote, Mery had already been given her 
grandparents piano, end was not to be charged anything for it. 

vi) Ceorre Welby "offey, b, 1G48| was oxocutor of hie father's estate, 
and received liberal bequests. He md. and had two dnu htera 
end a eon - their foreupmeo unknown, hia wif 's initials, as 
shown by a certain bond, were N. S., and she end eore Welby were 
"nrrled before Oct. JJ, 1877i but that is all we know about her. 

<e ar told th<t «eor-o and his family moved to Orlando, Florida, 
long ago. , 

1P A 2 * v?* W * ? * Ellla ln Ow3n8bor< » t* 1371 i died bofore 
1860| left a douhter, Betty. 


Chriatophor Coffey was generous to the four children of his deceased 
dau hters; he did not mention in his will th? children of hoi son George 
Welby, but obviously eorge wos very well-to-do end could provide for his 
own children. There was some visitin'- beck and forth between tho Coffeys 
end tho families of William H. and Albert Epperson. 


Sarah (n„lly) Ann Epperson was eighteen when her father, the 
Wheelwright, moved to Indiana. Two years lator she married Spier Spencer 
M fi ngrura, third son and fifth child of William Jr. and M a ry Catering 
(Dourlos) Mangrum. 3 e lly died December 17, 1842, eoon after the birth of 
her son, Charles William Mongruo. She was the first of many Eppersons to 
bo buri-d at Mt. Moriah. Her sen, Charles William (1842-1516) was md. twice; 
had a eon Arthur cnd two dau : hters by his firet marriage. Arthur lived in 
San Froncifcoj md. but childless; d. about 1552, By his second marring*, 
Charles .Ulliaa Mangrum had axixxxkkxxxxiul two sons, William and Spencer, 
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both reported to here lived („M porhopo .till to bo living) on the 
Pacino Cooat. On, of them - don't kno. »hlch - 1, either the father or tho 
-randfethor of Lloyd Pingrun, tho current golfing champion, .ho doo.not kno. tho 8 


acoro at all. 


: ' hQ ° p / h * rle8 ^FPoraon (1826-1894), youngest chil-* of 

t..e first rnorrlo a of Charles th- Wheelwritrht. 

Charles was livin’ In th« homo of his broth r Albert when the 1850 

census was texen, o n October 22, that year, ho married Sl.omi J e „ e Smith, 

daurht r of Isaac and Susan (f^rtln) Smith. Isaac Smith (1799-1858) 

Has nest to the youngest child of James Andrew and N p rgaret Truax S ;ith, 

e.id t, er fora a younger brother of Elizabeth, second wife of Ch' rl. a tho 

Whealwri ht. Trees the inherltenco of a forename. Isaac Smith got Us name 

UW fr ° T I?68C Truftx * Ma “«<*• Adair County, Ry. a- when Isaac 
Smith's dr,u-hter marries Chari-a Epperson, 8he n6a)Q9 0Re of her 80nB 


Isaac. 


Also, consider this matrimonial puzzle. Charles Eppereon tho 
Wheelwright ad. for hie second wife a daughter of Evolutionary James 
Andrew Smith and his wife, l>rrrret Truax. In due time, three sons of the 
Wheelwright - RjuidyxSJiKz**,, Albert, Charts, and D e vid L P mbort - md. 
grand-drurhU-rs of James Andrew Smith end Kargrrot. For exa pie, Naomi 
Jana H d-n md., Albert Epperson, N„oml Jane Smith md. Charles Epperson. 

Th °° e t,W ° :, ’ r0ml Jeneo " er8 oiotora-in-lew through their husbands, aleo they 
were firat couoina on the Smith aide. But now Susan Jane Smith, dnu hter of 
Andrew and Asonith Stone S~lth, end being a first-cousin of tho two Naomi 
Janes, married D*vid Lambert Epperson (her firat-coucin), half-brother of 
tho husbands of her two first- cousins. Will you please take it from 


there ? 


Charles and : p oml Jana Epperson hod 8 children,- 
i) Sueen * e ry (1851-1917; unmarried 
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il) Albert H. (1854-1668) 

ill) b'illlrn A. (I6f6-1898) md. Eaeter A. Wallace, Dec. 24, 1879l 
hpd four children* ''crroret (b, 1882); J'obol, 1884-1900; 

^oeo, ad. Charles Memacn in 1507; an'" Joseph, (1851-1892). 

Cn t/e little hoy 1 b . reveatone io carved the line* "How cany 
hopes lie burled hero, 1 ’ 

i v) relle (I8f>'-16Q9) ur.-nprried 

v) Isaao ; ad« Laura A* Brumfield, Cct. 22, ly05; 

throe children* :;«ri, Charles, an- Thelma. Ioeac was especially 
o J cr.red to ?nvld /.lo xt .ier “pperaon’o family» o.’ost, ohy, 
ter.d'r-heortod, lovable. 

vl) Flore ce (1657-1875) 
vli) Annie ad. Aloxe.;dor Wall'or, 1899 
viii) Jcroa Lincoln (1576-1870) 

• • a • • 

Fa lly of David Lambert Fpperaon 

David Lambert (1G~8-1517) first child of Charles tho tfhoelwri ht end 
Eli-ebeth; ad. on Larch 22, 185J, his cousin, Susan Jane frith, daughter of 
A-idrow and Anenith (Stone) 3:rlth. (Aaonlth’e forename rets badly twioted by 
record clerks end by etene—cutters). Her father was ranoch '.’tone of Adair 
cunty, ;-'y. Axycxxtfexinaixfcsxxx; bofore migrating from A-’alr County to Indiana, 
Aaron dedrran sold lend to this ‘ gnonh Stone. Susan Jrne S ith waa b, in 
1828; d. in 1914, Dnvid Lo’ bort end Suaen ond their children moved from 
“lb-on County, Indiana, to White County, Illinois, in 1875* and into Ft. 

Darrel in 1837* There he ran o dairy fora. He waa c trll men, with 
a ourgeation of Lincoln in his feco and build, and one of th* kindest men in 
tho world. Ho outlived the oth*r cons and daught ro of the Wheelwright, 
end seemed to our ?oneretion a noble land-mark out of the poet. 

He and Suean Jane had 8 chlldrem- 

i) Tory C. (18*5-1394) md. Kcnroe Newby; ? children 
11) Sarah A. (16 7-1916) md. Wm. K. Wheeler; 4 children - 2 living 

ill) '>-o L. (18*9-1958) md. (1) Dliahe Linder; (2) A. J. South; 

5 druf'htoro. 

iv) Almrrir.de, b. 13-51; md. Newton J• i'ooobe; 4 children 
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v) Earths B«, (1865-1945) nd, Charles M, Toombs; no children 
vl) Charles A. (1655-1875) 

vli) Louisa J., b. 1858; md. Sherman Simpeon; 6 children 
vlii) tyrtio A., b. 1671; ad. Edward H. McCuaid; 5 children 

Charloa the Wheelwrlrht was bom In 1777; and hero are grand-daughters 
of his still living in 1950 - three generations with a ppan of 175 years. 
That ia not common. 


Fa-ily of J p mes S, Epperson (1650-1904) 

After his father's death in 1844 he lived for a tine with his 
uncle Peynter Marvel, who had been appointed hie uardian. Incidentally 
the old county history makes two tniate.kes in the sketch of James S, 
Epperson. It states that hie fathor was born in 1772, when in fact is 
wan 1/77; *nd that hio father was born in WestB-oreland County, Va,, 
w en it was really Albemarle. Those details were outside of Captain 
Epperson’s own observation. Ho was likely to be severely accurate 
within the scope of hie own menoroy, 

( 1051 - 1861 ) 

In 1855 he married Caroline Eoran.^She was a younger sister of 
Eunice, who md. Uncle Trsfton M*ngrum; and they were daughters of 
John Boren (1796-1870) end his wife Polly KoCrpry (1797- 18/6); and this 
Folly J-'cCrary was on older oiotor of the Abnor Harrison McCrary who 
married .Narcissa Ann Kangrum; likewise an older sister of Minerva 
McCrary who married Alccphue Kangrum . Also, Orrdine and Eunico Boren 
wore sisters of So uol Hampson Boron, whoso daughter ary married our 
Undo l 0 trick Epporaon, and whose daughter K n rtha married Undo Rudy 
Blxlor. .tow ; ou havo it all straight in mind - we hope I 

Dying in 1851, C P roIino left great-unole Janes with one little 
daughter, Alice, who later married Robert Harriott, In 1865 James 
•pperaon ®d, Ssthor E, Mauck (10'<0-1S75)« She bore him two children. 








Etta (who married Tr. ChoptPurh), end Clarence, who never married. 

In 1380 Captain Epperaon married Mrs. Ellen Shannon Skinner, who 
survived him. from 1878 on for many years he was clerk of the 

oifcocn Co nty circuit court, end was later a hardware merchant in 
Frincetcn, 

9ut all this fails to tell the grand thing about him. In the 
su-mer of 1852 when they were organizing a new regiment - the 80th 
Indiana infantry - ho enlieted in Company F. Now it waa the usage in 
thoae volunteor regiments for the men to elect their own officers, and 
Com, eny F olectod Jetties Epperaon first lientonant. Almost all the 
men in that company ccco from Cynthiena, Heubgtrdt, end Cwensville 
and the country between thoeo p into. They wore armed at Indianapolis 
on Septe bar 8, and only a month letor, to the very day, thoy were 
thrown Into a tough battle at Ferryevillo, %nt cky, and loot heavily. 
After thrt action, Epperson was made adjutant. The 80th served In 
Kentucky and Tennesoeo until after Lookout Mountain end ‘iasion 
'■i Vge, and in the spring of 1654 it -arched under Sherr^n toward 
Atlanta. At Eeoaca ; Georgia, on !>y lA, the 8(‘th hfd its toughest 
firhtj Company F lost half Its members, kl'.le* pn^ wounded, including ita 
captain, uooell J, Showers. Great—unole James Epperson was then promoted 
Captain. The regiment did not merch with Sherman to the sea, but > as 
a ong those oent back to sor> e under Thomas around Nashville; end 
ondo Its corvlco in North C p rolina in 1865. Notice on how many 
grave 3 tonea In the home neighborhood you see the detail that the 
man burled thero was a member of Company F. Related In so many directions a 
as wo ere, it would trka nice calculation to count the number of our 
relatives in t);rt company. On pp, 67-68 I havo typed some of those 
names. There is a bundle of letters written by Captain Epperson to 
horn? folks; thooe letters should bo in the State Library, He was 
much concerned for hlo mon, deeply sericue, very much a man. 
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Aeron Red-ran and his Descendants 

Aaron R.Jnan (1760-1840) ... born In Loudoun County, Virginia, ... 

• private in Captain fortorfl.ld'a company, tho 11th Virginia R. e l«,„t, 
for thra. year, broiling In 1778. T». D A R account .ay. that ho carried 

Nancy Ann Craig In 1784, proauvably In Loudoun County, and had 14 children. 
V. b.ileve they .era married nearer 1760) rnd though ». do not depute the 
reported number of fourteen children (that number being not at all uncommon 
Keen f o1' 8 lived on venison and corn pone), «a wonder where the D A R got 

that figure, for the committee that reported that figure co Id neme only 
two of tho fourteen, 

W hove sound evidence reading the age of Nancy Ann Craig Redman, 
ehe lived until 1851, and in tho 18?0 census (ten yeara after Aaron died) 
she ? hv, her eve ee po. For good measure, we have a copy of her will, 
drawn and probrfd ri.ht there in Gibson County, among the dozens of her 
grrnd-chlldren ehe had one favorite, another Aaron, end she shamelessly 
fudged end i-sve hia a hundred dollars. Nancy Ann was a spirited old t ing. 
We cannot trace her ancontry farther brek than Loudoun County, Virginia, but 
we think it likely thot her family was one'of tho Craig families that flowed 
down from southeastern Pennsylvania into northern Virginia about 1750. Most 
of them were oteunch Froobyterisns. 

Aar n and v a ncy Ann wero marriod x in or not Ion, after 1780, and 
moved to Adair County, Kentucky, eome time before 1800. We do not know the 
exact date. Here most of their eons and daughters married, and beginning 
in iei9, first one son and then another moved to ^ibson County, Indiana - 
not all at tne time. Aaron and Nancy Ann themselves moved to Gibson about 
1854. wo have not bean able to find all of the reported tttx fourteen 
children, but here is a tentative list, subject to correction. W 0 can give 
you only meagor end tentativo lists of both Smiths and Redmans - records 

du ~ OJt wlth rauch hel P ond Plenty of effort. Inco plete as these lists are, 
they represent something we have saved from total loss. 



The children of Aaron and Haney Ann Redman»- 

1) ? T Waa there an Aaron Jr.? In two deeds granted in Adair County 
in 18J2 and I855 the rrentora are Aaron and l ie wife Agnes. How Aaron the 
Revolutionary ooldier was married but once, and la hia wife definitely was 
Nancy Ann. Is the Agnes of the two deeds a copyiBt*s rlstake for Anne T 

If there was an Aaron Jr., he snd hia Agnes disappear from Adair County 
records and leave no trree. There may have been two Aarons, father and son; 
but we are now inclined to thinlc there was no Aaron Jr., oldest eon of Aaron Sr. 

2) Abijeh, first on tax list in 1805, end therefore born about 1782; hia 
name appears bv>t once. He died soon after, or roved away, 

5} y ar-aret, b. in 1764 according to the D A R record; thus far wo hove 
found no jot of XASfxX!i>:xlxXx*x fact about her, 

4) Absalom; first taxed in Adrir in 1807, therefore born about 1786, 

Au uet 5, 

He orrried Eli r abeth 3oith, daughter of James Andrew 3 ith, la 1806. 

He died in oveiber, 1815, leaving two children, end zi a third on the way. 

i) Wesley (1610-1886) md, Elizabeth Norris in Warren County, Ky., 
in 1852; moved to ~.bson County, Indiana, by 1855. He did not buy land 
in "ibeon until a year or so later Had y children. 

ii) v a rgnret; one record gives her birth in 1811, another in 1815; 
she d. in 1689; md. Jesse Emerson (1811-1678) in Gibson in 1834. We 
suppose she erme north with Wesley and his wife. She and Jesse Emerson 
had 7 children, 

111) Naomi Jane b. in June, 1816, after her fether's death in the 
preceding Novo-ber. 

She mcrri<d Albert Epperson in Kentucky in 1856; 
moved to Sibocn County 1859; 8 children 

Elizabeth Smith Redman md. (2) Charles Epperson the Wheelwright, 

April 2, 1827, in Adair County, Ky.i two children »«• 

i) n evld Lambert Epperson, 1823-1917 
68) James S, Epperson, 1350-1904 

5) and 6) Thomas sad J a mes Redman first appear on Adair tax roil in 
1810, which would indicate they were twine born about 1789. James md. Jane 
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Fattereon In Adair in 18111 w« bare no further r- cord of him. Hia mother's 
will in 1851 implies that he htd died before that date. Thomas died in Adair 
xinty in 15*4, leaving a widow, >ery, and several children. 

7) Ailliam (1790-1853) rad. Ann Creton Clark; movod to Gibson County, Indiana, 
about 1819; 6 children, all bom in Indiana. So far as we can find out, he 
wao the flrot ed’en to move to Indiana. James Smith, oldest broth, r of 
Absalom edWs widow. Elizabeth, had been established in Gibson County sines 
before lull - and William Madman would almost certainly have known him, and may 
have Veen ottreoted to Gibson County through him. 

S) -obort Redman, b. about 1797] d. 1856. (The dales on hie raveotone in 
U * loriah differ from trose on his cenoua record.) lie rad. Ann Smith in 
Adair County in 1816. She (b. about 1796, d. 136?) waa a y unger slater of 
Elizabeth Sith Redman, wife of Abaalora. In other words, brothers married 
aintera. They movod to Indiena between 1830 and 1834, poesibly with their 
nephew Wesley in 1852. Their oldest aon, Abaalora (1818-1900) md. Juleitte 
Friitt (a r> nd-datghter of Simon Williams) end i *d a lar o fe-ily. , i0 h ,. p ‘ e to 
clear up t is part of the -adman record soon. 

5) John Redman, b. 1798 In Adrlr; y ungeat of tho Redman acne, ae far aa we 
know; md. Druailla Butler In Adair County In 1824; they moved to Gibaon County 
some time In t.he 1830'e. They had several children; wo h pe to have an 
accurate liet later. 

10) :’„ncy -od an rad. William Cl rk in Adair County in 1824. Her mother mentions 
her in her will in 1851, aa still living. We do not Know whether eho and her 
husband moved to Indiena. 

11) ?? In 1826 a Matilda Rodman ttd. Elijrh King in Adair County. Sho may have 
been a daughter of Aaron and Xancy, 

T-,o Redmans were great hands for repeating certain given names. Aaron, 
Absalom, Weoley, Robert - a uaa-e wnich complicates genealogy. 

Aar; n and \,ncy Ann were burled in a a all family plot on their farm. 






- 40 - 


We understand that tho graveatonoa ere now all broken end fallen* so 
thet no preve ix can be Identified. 


Jatnoa Andrew Smith's Family 

Ja-es Andrew 3mlth (b. about 175}, d. 18>7) was born in Virginia, 
probably in Eodford County. We know nothin'- about 1.1s ancestry. One 
branch of his descendants in Kentucky uoed to say that he wee deecended 
from Captain John Smith of tho Focehontas affair, but we take no stock 
in that. The r ' A n record aayei "tie enliatod in 1776 for two yeara in 
Captain Boyer'a company of tho 12th Virginia Regiment. Later he re-enliated 
for throe ycnre, or during the V«nr. He was in the service until eome 
time in 17^0, when he was on his march to join the Southern Army/ 

"ha' i 8 what the D A R record Bays. We don't understand pert of it, but 
there it is. One of Jo-ac Andr w's descendants dec ared thet 
this 'negator was present when Cornwallis surrendered. Wo have noticed 
quite a tendency on the pert of descendants of ^evolutionary eoldiera to 
place their ancestors in the front row at Cornwallis's surrender. There 
must have been quite a gathering that day. Hut pleeae, we are not 
pklng fun at good old Je^eo Andrew Smith} couid he help it if some of his 
descendants lad elastic inaiinatlons ? 

He married v&rzrrot Truax, presumably in Bedford County, and 
probably before he enlisted to lick the British. Thus far wo know nothing 
about „rpr.rct's ancestry. However, it ia practically certain that 
all the Truaxea in colonial daya came from one Philippe de Trieux, 
a French nobleman who got established in Tho Nether-ands, and then 
mirratod to how Amsterdam around 1624, There is a long end Immensely 
impressive ronealogy of his descendants, but life outran tho genealogists 
(it always does), and nobody now seems to know how the hifalutln' 
pert of tho family got to Bedford County, Virginia, by the 1770'8. 









'hey were common Truaxee In Bedford County, end out in Kentucky, in | 

Adnir and Green cc unties. We find Isaac, David end John Truax in | 

Adrir County, n nd we believe they were brothers of .Marjcret, Isaac Truax | 

I 

waa bondsman for the marriage license of Polly Smith to Durham Creel» related t 


certainly. J 

1 

Jpmea Andrew ? ith and hie wife Margaret with three of their children | 

1 

I 

movod from Virginia to Kentucky about 1785. There is fair evidence that I 

I 

t^ey lived in Fayette County for several years, and cved to Adair Ccunty | 

I 

in 1801, They had their tenth child by 1601, and most of their family h 

I 

liv-d in Adair County from 1601 until around 1820. When they r.ov<?d to t] 


Gibson County they did not move as one caravan, but a few at a time over 
perhaps twenty years or more. We have no record of Fareerot Truax Smith 
eftnr the birth of her tenth child, Drvid, in 1801. 

Here ie worKinm list of thoir children, subject to corrections and 
duo ( vo hrpo) to receive additions*- 

l) James Smith, Jr.j b, it ie said in 177^ in Bedford County, Va.j 
-d. Betsy McCrary in Kentucky about 1756-99. The problem- of straightening 
out the McCray fe-ily is still on th:« blackboard. A John V cCrnry, who 



married ^uth Wasson end mov d to Gibson County in time for Tippecanoe, was 
(we believe) a brothor of this Eetsy who married James Smith Jr. (Two of 
John l ’c~rary'B children later married two children of * William 0 ngrum Jr.) 
From this point on we are not certain re; arding James Smith Jr, :.e waa 
located in Gibson torritory in time for the Tippecanoe fiyht. Later he 
waa county surveyor in Gibson for many years, and was commissioner of land 
in the 'Seminary Township" - that ownship in each county that was set apart f| 


support cf the University of Vincennos, We believe cur James Smith was the 
one who died in 1855. We aro not rondy yet to do more than guess at 
the names of his children. We assume the Lord loved the Smiths because Ho 
made so many of them, but we wish they would keep thsir Bible records in 
better Bhapo. 
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2) Polly Smith (Mary, we suppose) waa one of the three children born in 
Virginia, She md. Durham Croel in Adair County in 1606, We have no further 
record of her and her husband, hut wo keep our fingers crossed, for the 
Smlthft'heve a clever way of turning up in Gibson. 

(y/*) *J°hn Smith, b. 178'^ in Virginia, In 1818 he waa already in Gibson 
County; ad. Jane Alcorn here in thet year. She was a dcughter of Thomas 
Alcorn (1777-1855) who commended one of the Cibeon county companies at 
Tippecanoe. She died in 1858, and John Smith rod. Patsy D„u ’herty who 
was (we suppose) rolsted to Stephen Daugherty - see below. We do not yet 
heve anything like an accurate lino on the children of John and Jane 
Alcorn Smith - but hang it, thooe children wore l’lrst-cchains of our 
grandma Naomi Jane, end wo like to know our relatives. 

\X) Elizabeth (1788-1869), who married (1) Ahsalom Redrnsm and (2) 

Charles Epperson. Definitely, she was born in Kentucky, end the interval 
between her brother H John end her marks the time when the Smiths tnovod 
from -edford Crunty to tent .cky, 

Andrew Smith (1790-1862) md. Asenith Stone in Adair County, Ky», in 
181 ; *. She was a daught er of Mencoh Stone. She snd Andrew ove i to Gibson 
County in 182J. They had 11 children, 10 of whom marri d end hed families. 
Don't for*et that their daughter, Susan Jane (1828-1^14) married David 
Lambert T pperson (1528-1917). Other children of Andrew Smith married into 
the fr Hies of Knowles, Emerson, reason, Kauck, t>.rvel - and ao on; and 
their fifth child, David fruax Smith, married Very Douglas - end please 
tell us, somebody, what relation oho was to that Mary Catherine Douglas who 
married William ^ngrum Jr. 

6) Jane Smith, b. about 1792; md. to Stephen Daugherty in Adair 

Co nty, Ky., in 1818. r hey ra oved to "ibson C-unty in 1854; had 1 children, 

1667 

who rid, and had children in turn. Stephen d, in Jano in 1866. 

vf) Lydia Smith, b. 1794; md, P„yntor Marvel in Adair County in 


1822. Fr.ynter's frthvr, Elisha Korvel, waslivlng in Fosey or Gibson 
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aa early as 1815, for he witnessed the will of Cary Wilkinson, eon-in-law 
Of William '.'antrum Sr. It la o curious fact that he went bacK to Adair 
County, Kentucky, to marry l.ydia. lied they known each other beforo the 
Marvela rroved to Indiana 7 Paynter end Lydia had 7 children, one of 
who- married a Hedran, one a Boren. Their younreat, Tom Marvel (b. 1834) 
was the Uncn Tom of Cynthiane. Paynter and Lydia end some of their kindred 
are buried in the little privete Marvel burying ;round, which ie lost in 
the wood3 a fiw ailea north of New Liberty church. 

Ann Smith (179--18S9) md. Robert I-edmanj aee -ed u.n record 
) * 9aac Smith (1799-18:8) od. Susan Martin - date and place of 
marriage not Known* if it took fla e in Indiana we wonder whether Susen 
weo a deocondent of our . reat-rrent-prend.other James Martin. Hio eona 
Jpmaa Jr., Charles and Thomaa, left many children whose narcos we do not 
know. In lease S-itr 'a will (1833) he nrmea 3 eons - Jesse A., Isaac W., 
and John P.| 8 nd J deu'htera, Nacrri Jane Epperson (wife of Charles, 1026-1894), 
-ebecca '. Brumfield, and 5 unmarried - Priscilla, M^ry, Martitif, Eliza, 
pmd Helena, fie appointed hir con Jeaoo end Charles Epperson hia executors. 

Th k Ic-br: Saith wna named obviously for * ia uncle Isaac Truax; and Isaac 
Smith's daughter, Naomi Jane Epperaon, named her aon Isaac Epperson - and ao 
a n8*e is an heirloom. 

10) D„vid Smith (lfOl-1882) red, Eliza Clark in Adair County in 1826. 

He wee the last of James Andrew Smith's sons to move to Indiana - in 1836. 

We wonder whether the Revolutionary soldier tarried late in Kentucky and 
care north with this younroat son. David end Sll ? a had 7 children, two of 
whoa married into the Knowles and ’'auck families. Their second son, Madison, 
reversed the ordinary currenti born in 1828 ho came to Gibson with hie 
per nts, but vdien he woo rrown ho returned to Kentucky, attended a church 
college there, bocero an ordained minister, and lived the rest of his life 
in Kentucky. 
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Of the 10 children of Janos Andrew Smith and .Margaret Truax, nine 
that we know of moved to Giboonj end If Durham Oreel and his vif« Polly 
stayed behind In Kentucky or moved elsewhere than Gibson, they must have 
fait lonely, he do not know when and where Margaret Truax Smith died. 

It would take a committee of exports to trees and record oven half of the 
S"ith descendants, and moat of them, if traced, would probably feel strange 
it ycu invited them to a reunion of the descendants of Philippe da Trleux, 
^lbaon County is a lonr, long way frea Prenoh nobility, 

Ja-ea Andrew Smith, the Revolutionary soldior, died in 18J7. rh er0 is a 
marker to lie to ory in Dothol cemetery, but his ashes lie in one of the many 
little lost family burial plots, Whon the modern world decided to honor him 
they rfnskdx thou-:! t it wiser to oroot tho marker in an accessible place 
rather than in the pathless woods, and more sensible not to disturb the handful 
of oehes. We t: ink tho old soldior would like the solitude better. 


v ou see now, the Redmans and the Smiths were very closely tied up 
with Adair County records, Roth failles wore very clannish in Kentucky and 
in the first generations in Gibson County. The Smith name fails to arouse 
the mind, merely bocruso it is so common, and one cannot .now bo euro whether 
en early 3rr.ith in Gibson records is one of ours. But merely try to count the 
Redmans I - end they are all ours. The descendants of Andrew Smith 
(1790-1862) end of D fl vid (1801-1G02) have more complete records and know 
tho story betton thin moot of the othora. 






Cur Vongrum Ancestors 

^♦ d TM t l! e r* hnV0 h ! W thio ? h8ptfir bpck untl1 aonj o nuch-needed itemo arrive, 
out I d better send it non,) * 

All dong ^‘O lino In Virginia, Rorth C 8 rolina, and Kentucky the name ia 
spallod K-engrum - Kangum - Kanghrm - Kangam - according to tho spoiler*s oar. 

It la spoiled at loaot throe ways in Gibaon County mcords, There wore eeveral 
Ipngrura farailiaa in southeastern Virginia in the 1750'a, and it is now a hope- 

loan undertaking to clear up their rolatlonahipo and to tell where they come £as 
from. 

Cur firat Bangrum cncoator of whom we hevo any certain knowledge was 
Wlllian >arfrum Sr., bom about 1745-50, his wife, K R ry, who is buried at 
Mt. f-orioh, was born In 1752, Wo do not know vheth r they were born in Vir¬ 
ginia or „orth C 0 rolina, but they were living somewhere in ,<orth C p rolina 
obout 1794, for their daughter Sorah married C„ry Wilkinson about that timej aid 
Williea bilklnccn (1800-1883), con of Cary and Sarah, stated in hie old age 
that he was born in North Carolina - end he was a reliable witness. Wo believe 
that William Kangrua Sr. and Cory Wilklnoon end their families moved to 
Kentucky about 1805. 

The old dbaon County history (Tortt) states that C„ry Wilkinson lived 
in farron County, Kentucky, before moving to Indiana - but that ia a mistake. 
There la no record of either Cary Wilkinson or William Vnngrura Sr. in Barren 
County. Frobobly whoever took notes for Tcrtt wrote Barren when he should have 
written Warren, or meybo the printer mio-read it. William M„ngrurn was taxed in 
l£C8 en C ° unty ln lSo ^”°7-03. c 0 ry Wilkinson wua also taxed in Warren in © 

ond he witnessed a will there in 10C7. In his old age Wlllien Wilkinson said fe 
thnt his frmlly novod to Gibs n territory in the fall of 1808. He do*a did not 
say that his grandfather William r! 8 ngrusr. . ovod at the sane timo, but it prac¬ 
tically certain thnt ho did. Remember that Lieutenant Colonel James hartin - 
Baptist 5dld:'r Martin - die appears from the Worren County tax list at the same 
tine ee William '^ngrum Sr. We idkst not assert thnt the Martins and the 
’'angruras >ovod to dbson Co.inty together, but it li;-.ely they did. Both femiliee 






were ardent Baptints, rnd though they may not heva belonged to the eousa 
little log church in fprrcn County, they would hrve known each other in the 
Baptist /oeociftion. F.vory cpptlot family in Warren County would havo been 
likely to know Elder Jaooo liartln. 


tilli e a Mengrua Sr's. grandson, William Wilkinson, roraombered that 
hia folks Tcve j to Indiana in a Conestoga wagon. "They brought with them 
very little household geode, Their livestock comprised two horsea end a few 
heed of cettle.* Cnee c-cin, we don't know whether the t»’ s n£rums end the 
Wilkinsons all moved in ono wagon, or in two, but for reraono that will appear 
in a minute, we guess they pooled tholr all in one wagon. Which brings up 
th ~ 9ol °^ quest ion* whe-t ferry toll did they pay for crowing the Ohio at 
°ed Banks (Henderson) 1 We have no record of ferry rates for the autumn of 
1°0S} moot likely the ferryman charged according to hia conscience end the 
puree cf the- customer. Sever, years later (1315) th> Josey County court 


ostebiiched retea across the Ohio ee fellows* "for each 


,,a ££on one hundred 


cents' 1 ( that z io net 3ilent)| "oech Horae 12’; each head of noat cattel 
12; j each feftt-aen 12;." Tolla across the Wabash in 1522 waro much cheapen 
each four-whooled lo'dod carriage, teem and driver, ,50; aach nan end horse, 
12 1 ; "oech cow boost 05**j oech ho;, ohosp, or goat, 02. Dur-ag high water. 


rotes were rbcut double. In 1319 tho little forry at Patoka charged 
•olf for r> hog. A :air-sized drovo of hogs and ladle-sized pi o and 


vep;- little pi-3 would run into higher mathoxatica. 


'he Wilkinsonr an 4 tho 'VEngruma built their first cabins not for from 
♦he Hite whore ?t. Branch would later bo built. In the spring cf 1311 fear 
of on Indlrn uprising led tho pioneers to build a stockade with two block¬ 
houses on a branch of Firem Croak - and th.r.t io ,.ow Ft. Branch got lts 
npico. Youn- William Wilklnocn, thon oloven, drove one of the ox-teams that 
hauled lo-s to the stocksde, which woo built of split logo sot on<\ er>d, with 
two block-houses at opposite on J r. During tho summer of 1811, Elder Stephen 
l 3tricxlnnd preschtd st the home of h’illirm .Mangrum - a:.d of couree that moans 
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Villiftm Sr., for William Jr. wna not yet a householder. And In December, 

n 

lOpCT, Wllll e m 3r. mndo entry on a querter-eeotion not fer from the "fort," 
be will come beck to Wllllem Jr, oftor a page or two, 

areat-great-grendfathor William M a ngruni 3r. died In February or 
early Yarch, 131*5. The Inventory of his property wee filed on Kerch 18 
by hie admini3tr p tor, William Jr, In the Epperson chapter we have looked over 
the ^codo and livestock and tooln of John Epperson in Lincoln County, Kentucky, 
in October, 1817 - end that date seemed early, k'ow we are examining the 
hu'ble property of Willl a m Y c ngrura 3r. md hia wifo Yary, on what was then 
the northweatorn frontier In 1815, There are more then a hundred items, 
including things reserved by the widow K a ry, and the total eppr a isement 
come to - os ogeinst the $168^,25} which John Epperson's estate 

brou-ht. Horaember, though, that half of John's eoolth consisted of hi® 
two sieves. How many of the M r ngrum chattels hed been grown or made right 
he-e in the wild moss, and how many had. been brought the long, herd way, 
from Carolina through Kentucky t Make your own guesses. 

There wore the usual rock-bottom necessaries of housahold tools end 
furniture, rn-» tools needed in the little fetches of clearing and in the 
woods* axes, mattock and weeding hooa and plow; churn, sifter, ougura and 
frew, pet-hooks, harness, end a eide-eaddle. There were a flax-wheel, one 
cotton-wheel, oome wool cards. Cne "sundry lot of old pewter" was appraised 
at. 22.12*. There was " 1 pr. stylardz", erpraieed at ?2.CO - which epelling 
deserved a prize for originality In handling that much-ir.ia-apellod word. 

The clerk mo&r.t oteel-yerdai and hew many of 'Ailliera Sr 1 a great-great- 
Z r -r t-grandsens have ever managed that moot useful tool T Thoro were a 
salt-tub, end a place of leather, and or.n rew-hl !o worth $3.23. Take no¬ 

tice* there were 7 bcoko, appraise' at , 1 . 09 j, boeide 4 more books ($1.75) 
which r r eat-gr oat-grand mo the r ."ary reserved for her own and her children'e 
use. /nd may it pleeae your honor the Court, and the administrator, and 
tie dark and all* if you will only put that lot up for Bale again, we'll 
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run there away upi for one of the four ahe kept wae bound to be the 

Bible, with the neiea of all her children end, no doubt, her own maiden 

ourncae, end meyt-e the nemos of the ocunty or counties in Virginia or 

Carolina wr.ero she find VilHere were born. Sloven bcoka in one cabin in 

1315i the .'.ngruma woro rcadera - end that io no joke. 

The really tig item of furniture was the feather bed, bedstead, 

cord roettresa, end bed furniture, nprniaed at a solid >25,00, Wo wheeled 

vehicle wr a lirted, which cupporto the ruesa that the h'.ngru >.a and the 

Wilkir.cona pools'' their goodc in one Conestoga wnron when they came. And 

you rexneco«r that h'illiea Wilkinson arid th»y brought only a few head of 

hrd rrown 

cattle, boll, by 1815 the .'-'engrua lord to "one little rc ' steer", two rod 

heifers and one brown, three cows — or maybe we aho. Id cry, like the ferry 

two 

schedule, "three cow beasts", end for good measure im gentleman cow boasts, 

<ne bi-~ end '<ean and with (I bet) e crurr.pi.ee? horn, and one little red one. 

If youn- tfi liam Wilkinson remembered correctly, the party brought no hogs, 

Irrrrino driving two or throe brood sows rll tho way frem howling Creen to 

Ft, French ! That would cpll for prayer.) But acronhow tkey the feraily hod 

rot a)old of a oow or two; for in 1*15 there woro 22 head of hogs. And for 

amp's proof that there had boon other hogo, ples 0 o notoi thpt inventory 

lists a total of 848; pounls of bacon, in lots varying from 60 pounds up| 

each lot was appraised r.t its own price, the average running running around 

,09 cento a pound# There wore, b aide, ono trough of lard end a cake of 

worth 

tallow, iTore worn fifty bushels of corn uk ^ 20 , 92 , end about 4j5 poundo of 
tobacco at a little better thru 10 cents p pound. (laingina it I One 
family with 8 8’ pounla of bacon, and nobody having to cnk. timidly whethor 
he ~i<*ht have a aocond slice ), They lived in a wilderness, and maybe they 
hadn’t ri ch variety, but they ate, fra old county history soya that 
in l r 17 , ••'illiam Wiilieacn, -etting to be air.ost a man, hunting with one 
Tarlton Ubanka, killed two bears, one of which weighed more than 400 
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poun^s, which would put quite a strain on the late grendpa Mangrum’a 
stylardz. And fop a variety in diet, in the following b ma nor young 
William WilkinaonVs joined a small party of neighbors who took an ox-team 
and wagon, with an outfit of pots and kettlee and tuba end firkina, and 
spent a week down -along Pigeon Creek locating and robbing bee—trees. 
Fifty-five gallons of honey end seventy pounds of wax they brought home 
from that one trip. In sene ways it wasn’t the worst of luck to be 
seventeen years old pnd to havo th run of that country in those days. 

How many children did William Sr. and Mary have ? We think Sarah, 
who married Cary Wilkinson, was their oldest, born perhaps around 1775. 
William Jr. we know by the book - 17^2-1841. We suppose that Lucinda 
Manvrum, who married Stacy 3tackhcuae in 182J, was a daughter of William 
Sr., end Mery. In May, 1825, minutes of the Big Creek Baptist church 
record that Sister Vary Mengrum joined "by relation" or, as we would say, 
by conversion, not by letter. We suppose that the minutes meen Mary 
Catherine, wife of Wlllipm Jr. And in January, 1627, Sifters Folly and 
fanny I'^ngrum received letters of diaminael. The "Folly" can be our Mary 
Catherine; but was Fanny otill another aieter of William Jr. ? I wish 
wo knew. Note that there io a rap of bom eighteen years between the birth 
of Sarah (W'ilkincon) and William Jr. Surely other children were born during 
that period; they cay have died young, they may ave married off along the 
way. A certain Henry hangum married Tolly Hobbs in Warren County, Ky., in 
1815; the-e is tho barest possibility i.e woe KxxRkkxxxkxax a son of our 
Mangrums who terri d behind. 

The rave of William Sr. is lost - moat li-.eiy on the lend he once 
owned. is wifo Mary died eceober 22, 18^y - just two days after our 
Epperson anceotore arrived ir. Cibscn County. Her irave et kt. Moriah is 
the second one, to the left, from tnat of Charles •ippersou the Wheelwright. 
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V/ / 

/ A*** n0 " go back, pleaae to the fall of 1811. The Indians were 

massing for trouble up north, and William Mengrum Jr., then 19, 
shouldered hie equlrrel rifle and tranced along with other woodsmen up 
to Vincennee and Joined C*enerel Harrison'a artry, In October they 
made their way to that bump on the east bank of the Wabash which the 
French called Terre Haute but which every reel Indianan never called 
anything else but Terry Hut. There they built a log fort, end then moved 
on up the river, and on November 7, at Tippecanoe, gave the Indians 
one of the worst defeats they ever sjffered In the Middle Weet. And 
we were there - "we" being William Mengrum, 19» and James Srith, oldest 
brother of Sligaboth who later became the second wife of Charles the 
Wheelwright) and John McCrary, two of whose children were later to marry 
two children of William Mengrum Jr.j and Fetrick Calvert, aon-in-iaw of 
Sid r James Martin. One diroot ancestor and throe collateral. A family 
affair, you might say. ;;ow pleaae, we would not give the unfair impression 
that our folks won the Fattle of Tippecanoe practically single-handed. 

They had to have officers, two of whom were Ceptaln Spier Spencer and 
Captain John Neely, Captain Spencer, commanding a tropp of mounted 
militia, was killed In the bcttle. rut Captain John Mealy - well, just 
lioten to what History las to say about hia» *Hls horse was ehot undor 
him and his apur shot off his boot. On his return home at the close of the 
war he waa made a genoral of the state militia. Ho was for many years one of 
the most noted men in the county. He wae a aon-ln-lew of Judge Isaac 
Montgomery.* Another general of militia was William Embree. Now privates 
are supposed to hate thfir officers and to icy for them and bent them up 
ofterward, but our young William M p ngrua seeraod to edmlre his) for when 
ho had eons to nome, ho named one Spier Spencer, and one William Embroe, and 
one (most important to us) John Neely. 


/ / 
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Ho really should hare nooed one aon laaao Montgomery, for Xaaao 
fought at Tippocanoe, end laaao - Judgo laaao — kontg.cmery affected our 
hlatory In still another way* as witness this documents 

"I do hereby Certify that William Kangao and folly C. Doulaa 
were married by re on the twenty-ninth dry of Kerch gixra 1812, 
riven under my r.cnd and seal that day end date aforesaid, 

Isaac Montgomery,* 

jibaon Co nty wee not or anized until 181J; this certificate is on 
file at Vincennes. And bocauoe we are under obligation to Judge Isaac 
Kcnt’ornery, let'a quote some more from the old county history* "Judge 
Isaac Montgomery , • * was a large, athletic man, end in physical 
afpearence wea one of the best-looking men in the county. He was fond of 
huntinr, and was rorcrded ae the bent shot in the county. Ho hod a large 
~un redo in Frinceton on purpose to kill beera with." It seems that 
by 18c2 Jud^e ont^cmory and his run ran out of bears and moved to Texas 


where they would hrve sore room, 

:»ow "Folly C." Foujlaa, whoa we ti ink of as ary Catherine, was 

a dcu.-hW.of Jesse Fou Ice Sr. rnd hie wife Lydia; we think aha was 

(ab-ut four ilea weet of Ft. br&nchO 
their first-born. They had come to Faction 20, T 5 S, R 11 W, in 1805 - 

the first of our direct ancestors to settle in :ibron ter itory, cs for as 

we know. It soeras that, 11 ko moat of our anceato-s, they had tarriod 

at least a few years in Kentucky on their way north; their oldest son, 

Jeoee Jr,, born in 1800, recorded Inter that he was born in Kentucky. 

Josoe Sr. and Lydia had 6 sons and 2 drughtere thnt we know of. Jesse 3r. 

died in the late winter of 1815, within a month of William yengru* Sr. 

A brief record of the family will appear lateri enough at present to note 


that Jesse Doubles Jr. and hio brother Albert Warren Dou:laa hod close 
tioa with William Kangrum Jr., their broth r-in-low. 

Cn February 2, 1816, William Kanprum made entry on a part of Section 
10, T 4 S, 3 11 V, which means in untechnicel language p pert of what we 
know as the Epperson farm. «o ^on't know where he built his first cabin; 

bUt rr.i<4-4ru )ter* 
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bat the hr.uoe which his prend-daughters remembered stood on the east side of 
the road opposite IkBxksxnalai the epot that* long yeare afterward* became 
the barn-lot of what wao to us the old home on Locust Hill. R. E. J. 
remembers seeing the basement of that houee a little way north of the 
' rier—tangled small cemetery that lleB opposite Chorley Epperson's home. 

Cn November 5* 1629* Fresident Andrew Jackson granted a certificate of 
re later to gr-at-grendfr’her William Vongrumj It covered the northwest 
quarter of section 10 as described. And eo the childhood home of Wllll B m 
Vangrum's children had the same sotting which* In later years, XiuixjCKXRxxfclBUiB 
of would be known by four generations of Epperson children. 

Here or** the 1J children of William end Mary Catherine Mangrum* with 
eomo bits of otory and touches of chrrector, forward end backward In time. 

A prrtlel record of later generations will be given farther on where It can be 
skipped If you aren't Interested In that. As was the caee with Sennott 
Willl 8 ms and Folly, William ond Mary Catherine, dying In 1841-42* left 
oevoral small children as well as several who were rown; and in each family 
tho old r brothers and sisters did their pert by xixxttxxkaxKS taking the 
younger ones Into their homes. 

i^zAl&8]Ebcux££axzxro2k«Xz 

William yengrutn Jr., b. Jan, 8, 1792, probably In N. Carolina; d, March 
26, 164lj md. v arch 29 , 1812 to 

'ary Catherine Dou-lse, daughter of Jesse Sr, and Lydia Douglas} b, July 
12 11, 1796} d. Feb. 12, 1842 

Their chlldrem- 

1) Alcephus W. J'angrum, b. Feb, 18, 1815 j d. Aug. 12, 1894, Bomowhero In 
Iowa. Vcrrled three tlmooj (1) to ‘Inorva JfeCrrry c bt. 18>6. She was a dau ht«r 
of John and Ruth (Wasson) McCrery. They moved to southeast rn Iowa some time 
before 1840. Kinerva died ocme time beforo 1850, for on December 29 in that 
year Alcepbus md, (2) Jano Irvin, In Van Furcn County. J’hey were living in that 
county w! an ti e 1860 census was taken. Later, at date unknown, he married 




Elizabeth Taylor. Th.ro ,000 vleltlnr bock and forth b.t.aen our 
homo folk, and th. y.nfrum kin In low.. Aunt mil. ('.ngrum know tho 
-*lfforent home, and location., but thu. far .0 havo not boon abl. to 
pl.e. greet-unole Alcophu. after ho loft Van Buron County. However. wo 
oa« and with d.llrht on, of hi. daughter, by hlo f lr at marriage, Hobocc. 
Joaaphlno, who ... born In 18b}. It ..... that ah. vl.H.d con.lderably In 
Tlboon County, and In lero aha married Joooph Joo.ph booda In lb:on. They 
lived in Iowa, and In li 1950 , long after her huetand'a death, aho Uvln, 
near Soettlo, bo.hlnrton, with a deu-htor and aon-in-low. It woo there that 
.0 had tho j0 y of knowing har. Sfc. ... then 87, lively .. a cricket, and oho 
hod on. of th. nlct rift, cod ever allow. . mortal, without effort or 
ot Ivlnr or art .ho ... loved by everybody near har. H,ybo It would have 1 
chocked aon. of her anc.tor., but .t 87 .he, ...ring the brljhtc.t, ayoat 

.Upper., danced a Jig for ua, th. patter of her feet being 11 ht aa a loaf. 
Innocent happiness, bubbli.-i ? over with joy. 

ii) Clevis J. pnrrum (Clevis, not Olivia) b. .Nov. 22, 18U; d. Sept. 
10 1507, md. Jar.eo 6 . Blythe (180-3-1670). Great-uncle Came, wanted (and 
rot) It recorded on hi. -raveetone at vt. orlah that he wa. born In Gllee 
County, Tonne.aee. He ... Ilk. that, a ran', native county la hlo native 

county - . fact that', not to be forgotten or tampered with. The Blythe, 

and the Corona were Intermarried In file county, befor. they moved to 
Olbeon, end Jam,, and Cle.lr'e chlldr.n end grand-children were eonaiderobly 
lntermarrl-d with Borene end kllklneona. Gre.t-uncle Je-re. wao conelderod a 
tooty old man, but father (Devil A.) Epperaon liked him - -a natural man,- 
,punky Plrln-apokcn. An' Jamea and Clavla Beamed very fond of 
tielr nl.co end nephew. Father end noth, r Epporaon. 'hough the El. thee lived 
only two or threo illea away, they'd como to knai "Dove and J..ry'a" for a 
vtelt end etay two or thr.e day., why not I .hat'. Ufa f or If you can't 

take time to vlelt your kin and talk thin a over t B.alda, all Ibaor, and 

Po.ey eountie. kn-w that 'ary C.th rln- E|perron aet a table that oncouragad 
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folks to set up on* enjly their vittlea. After Uncle Jaraee paeeed on, 
no doubt letting it be known in heaven that he come orifinclly from 
Oiles County, Tennessee, Aunt Olevia used to visit D e ve and Mary and stay 
for a week. You had tine to know your relatives in those days. 

when great-grendaother Mary Catherine Douglas Knngrum died in 1842, 
Clovia 81ythe took her brother John Neely Mangrum (our grandfather) 
into her home. 

Hi) Narcisaa Ann Mangrum, b. Sop. 10, 1616) d. Nov. 1*, 1£00 in 
Keosauqua, low*. She married Abner Harrison KcCrery in Gibson County, 

Feb. 4, 1854. He (b. 16l‘t-d.l698) was a brother of Minerva kcCr c ry who 
rad. Aloophus Mangrum, They were descended from J„mes McCrary (1757-1820) , 
a ^evolutionary soldier from N• Carolina who died in Barren County, Kentucky. 
(*e beiievo,but so far cannot prove, that the Betsy McCrary who cu rried 
James Smith, oldest brother of Sli-ebeth, second wife of Charles the Wheel¬ 
wright, was a daughter of this James McCrary.) John McCr e ry (1771-1857), 
a eon of Janies, id. Ruth Wasson in Iredell County, h. Carolina, and 
rlgretod to Tennessee) in 1810 they came to ibson County. Joseph Wasson, 
o Newlight-Phristion proecher, end John Waaeon, a teacher, came to Gibson 
about the same timoj almost certainly they were relatives of Ruth. And John 
McCr 0 ry himself was lster ordained a Xewlight-Chriatien preacher. In 1856 
John fnd Ruth Wasson McCrary moved to southeastern Iowa territory, settling 
in what later became Van Buren County. With them went Abner Harrison 
end anothsr of their sons) and we suppose that Aleophua Mangrum moved 
at the same time or shortly after. John and Ruth loft behind them in 
libson County thsir deu~hter r Polly, who had md. John Boren, and Lucinda 
who had md. John McConnell. John McCrory was, therefore, one of the very 
first hrietlen preachers in Iowa. Abner Harrison JicCrery became a 
state senator and a men of considerable influence in Iowa) one of his eons 
became a leading attorney end a Judge) and anothr of John McCrary'^ 
grandsons became Secretary of War under Ireoident Hayea. 






One of Narclaea Ann*a grend-daughtera wrltee thet ehe wae a tiny 
woren, wol hlng less than c hundred, and that eha carried on the 
herd work of e. plcr.eer irother with e fierce energy - ell of which aounda 
etrengely familiar to thoca who have known Mangrutn women* 

3. E. J, r 02 etr.bera the story of how Uncle James and Aunt Olevla 
Blythe visited Abner Harriron and N' a rclaBB Uc Crery, out there In 
I-o-way, after the VcCrery family had become wol 1-to-do. Uncle James 
frit thet Abner H 0 rrlton an'’ h’nrclesa were sort of putting on the dog, 
llvin* In a stone houef, ri^ht In town, M fl rfcle steps, thet louse had, and 
a balcony with Iron railings over the front door. And two servants. 

.Not hire 4 girls, but servants, to wait on ye. fervents thet come in the 
pueot-rooa en J turned down the bed Icivere of an evening, as If a man 
wouldn't know how to get Into bed proper, without help. There wore 
otlMr details to enrich the etory, but we'll have to wait till the 
children go to bod. 
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Th ® 18 &> c«nsu« records Rebecca Josephine Mangrum, ege 17, as a member 
of Aunt Norciesa'a familyj that means, of oouree, the daughter of Alcephus - 


the one whom we knew as Aunt Joaie Woods. 


It) Trefton Mangrum, b. June 28, 1818| d. J a n. JO, 1890* md. abt. 1840 


Bunice Boren (1819-1894). We will include a chert of the various Soren- 


Mfingrum- Epperson marrlrires a little farther on. This Eunice Boren was en old<r 


sister of the C fi rollne Boren who md. Captain James Epperson, no commented on 


the feet that William Mangrum Jr. n*mod three of hio sonn for officers in the 


r ettle of Tippecanoe. We wonder whom great-uncle Trefton wae named after, 


He and reat-aunt Eunice hod five children, the oldest, John, being a drummer 


boy in the Civil War. In 1842 Trefton end Eunice took into their home hie 


little aiater Lydia (6), who later md. John Selby. 4*Wxfin^**x*barai*witkxH 

hirsrnwn»ib»mwdw»sarwa*tt)»fca»wd»twfc>iBw«irkmsfwBWmiia<f«i«w±jipwB4rBwpa»iwnrijailmwm4Msi(t!iw 

Wawa«^wffi*w«wB»awiamwm«±smtawn««nit»anifcw£erwm*fcirjaiiBwtiiBn»rUiaw»wmwf!*r*ntawA4hsrfea 

BpyawmmnfzBwirtanFBailconmwirtmiawtoiBirawidTienirmgmnWiJwmAiwsnftw. In January, 


1847, Trefton and Eunice sold to our grandpa Albert Epperson the southwest 


quarter of the northeast quarter of Sec. 10 - that quarter-section which 


Albert had contracto' to buy from the executors of William Nan rum Jr. 


v) Spier Spencer Mangrum, b. Cct. 1J, 1820{ d. Key J, 1?04> md. (1) 
Sally Ann Epperson (1821-1842), younger daughter of Charlea Epperson the 


Wheelwright* she died at, or soon after, the birth of her son, Charles 


William. Spencer md. (2) abt. 1G4J, presumably in Hbflcn County, the widow 
} '»ry Narcisse Smith Neal (181/-1902). She wr.a the daughter of Daniel 
Smith (178301874) an** hi a wife Nancy B. Spain (1797-1852). Spencer end Mary 


had 7 children. Some time not lonr after hie second marriege, gr et-uncle 


"Spence" moved to Marion County, Iowa* was livin? there in 1849. Later he 


moved to Melton County, Illinoisj then lived for a time in Loa An eleaj then 


back to Morgan County, Illinola, where he died, he end Mary were buried 


et Bryent, Kulton County. Sreat-uncle "Spence" was a great hand for nuslej 


loved to sing and trained l.ia own children in ?roup singing. He also conducted 
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baade and "doted on a singin' akule.* 

Hearty families accumulate their own stock of anecdotes, absurd 
little tings that they repeat a hundred times. Once when Uncle -Spence* 
waa on a visit back in back from Iowa, he and some other old-time family 
friend - Scott some-body or other - were at dinner at Uncle Traft'a, end 
Uncle Treft asked one of then to aay graee. Maybe he didn't apeak too 
clearly or maybe one of them was verging the leaat bit toward doafneea, 
anyway they both atarted to e.y grace - then suddenly stopped. "Go ahead, 
Scott," urged Uncle Spence. -Go ahead, Spence/ urged Scott. And ao they 
both began again, and stopped again. "Go ahead, Scott/ -Go ahead, Spence/ 

An ' ° f C0Ur89 th ^ both *»d both .topped a third time. And then 

Uncle Treft, grasping the situation - both guests too polite for any use - 
solved the problem by saying grace himself. Eeside, Aunt Eunice's biscuits 
would be ruined if they weren't served right now. 

So e of our happUet memoriae of Uncle Spence*, fmily are concerned 
with hi? youngest deughter, Milota, who carried Captain ClLver Danieieon. 
They lived for cany years at Avalon, on Catrline lalrnd, where -Captain 
Dan" operetad a boat in which ha took aporte-loving "big-game" firemen 
fishing, for hire. Hla boefc was one of the best, and ho was an expert 
at knowing where the gamiest fish were. We shall never forget tie color end 
excite ent of a night trip with him, when the flyin fish leaped from 
the water to the lure of his spot-light. But our heat story about him 
a back to 1915 wnen Father and other Cpperaon p P id the Danielsons 
a viait. -ow although Mother Epperson had lived all her life near Big 
Croak and Jordan, she had never dropped a lima in the water. She had 
frl^d btiBheia of fiah but n-ver tried to orteh one. Well, Captain 
Danielson took "Dave and "ary* out in hla nifty cruiser, and Kkxkku 
good pilot though he waa he could hardly'have known ao perfectly Just 
where the big fiah ware that day. Partly hio skill, no doubt, but more 
a wonderful ^iapensatim of kind Providence, he .lowed up at what aeemed to 
b --* °° d er . ot * * nd btiu tH/ lr ^8, and they cast, a nd bingo l Mother 
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Epperson*a rod became .lire and her reel sang end she braced her alender 
little body and began to reel In, according to Captain Dan's instructions, 
and he stood by with the /off, and in a minute she landed a barracuda 
or raeybe it waa a yellowteil, three fo4t long. Well I So that's the 
way you do it. C fi ptein Danieleon baited up for her, and she cast a-fin, and 
z-z-zing poee the reel and - you eimply repeat the process end koep cool and 
reel in. and land another three-footer. Children, the world expecte 
tall stories when anybody writes about fishing. But please, I am writing 
rbout /cry Catherine /angrum Epperson - Mother Eppereonj and a more truthful 
woman nev*r lived. Poring the next hour or so she caught fifteen more 
fleh - seventeen in all - and a fifteen of them were three feet long or 
longer. Two runts, thrown in I suppose merely fir contrast, were around two 
feet each. Why talk about skill T or luck T Merely, the Cod who made 
little fish and big fish used an opportunity to bo eepecially nice to 
a be-inner that day. The calmness with which she regarded the whole 
affair mr-kea the nicest part of the story. 

vi) Valentino Stephenson Fang rum, b. Dec. 2?, 1322} d. Dec. 14, 

1903} ad. Very "Folly" Duncan (1825-1504). She wee a daughter of 
Oreenbsrry Duncan (b. 1790) end hia wife Sarah nofcerts (1790-1874), 

Che Duncans had 8 children, one of whom married a Yea.er, one a Martin, 
end one an Emerson - the others marrying outside "our" families. 

Valentine end Folly had 10 children, a record of whom will be given 
ferther on. Their oldest son, William ployd Kan ; rum (b. 18^6) md. 
our Aunt Vary Frances Epperson (1645-1/05). Valentine and Folly are 
re ordered ea very gentle ar.d dear old people . 

▼il) William Emhree >'«nzrum, b. Dec. 21. 1624} d. Pec. }0, 1886} 

!Bd " Julie Ann Rutlod/e (1625-1519). Their one child, Laura, b. I.C 57 , 
d. in 186y. They lived near Ft. Branch. ikis Great-,.rendfrther William 
Ven/run Jr. nemed this eon for william Embr&e, anoth'r Mbeon County man 






- 38 - 


who was about great-grandfather's ago. tfilli e o Eabree (Embree, Bind you, 
not Vangrua) was a son of Joshua Embree who cama to Gibson quite early, 

Joshua died in 1815, his will bain,?; the first to be recorded in Gibson 
County after the county's organization. Joshua's son, Elisha, became 

m 

a leadIn lawyer and then a Judge in Princeton. JoBhua's will illustrates 
a question at law, not Infrequent in that tiraei he had left behind him in 
Cu horlend County, Ky., aevoral slaves whoa we would not or could not bring 
into Indinnaj dying in 1815 he disposed of those slaves - rt a distance. 

There wore several cases who e a elavo-owner used a subterfuge of declaring 
the slave legally free, and then binding him as an indentured servant. 

Tartt says that the William Embree (whom great—rrfndfnther admired) 
became eome sort of genoral in the militia after the War of 1812. 

vlii) John Neely M P ngrum b. Jan. 15, 1327; d. M p roh 16, 1887; 
tr,d. Jan. 4, 1849 rteilde Williams, b. Peb. 2}, 1828, d. Peb. 1, 1912. 

They will have a chapter of their own a little ferthor on. 

ix) Henry Jeffreys Mrngrum, b. !< a rch 4, 1629l d. Get. 14, 1>04; 
md. (1) Susan M. Titchoner, Aup. 18, 1852; fcxxx}K*iuia md. (2) Anna Kendle, 
Cot. 50, 1855. It Is said the two wives were oithor sisters or cousins. 

"bus far wo hove no rocord of Henry's children. 

When his parents died ho was taken into the home of 1 is uncle Albert Warren 
Douglas. 

x) Amanda Catherine aagrum b. Hey 12, 1851; d. Juno 21, 1914; 
rad, Get. 15, 1832 to William L. Woods. They livodon a farm a few dies south** 
west of Princeton 

xi) Vary Vnnrrura b. Sopt. 1855; d. at age of 1 yr, 9 f 'o ths, 

xii) Lydia Avallno Vongru , b. Sept. 19, 18*5; d. Jan. 28, 1924; 
md. John Selby abt, 1850j they wore living near Petersburg in Pike County, 
Indiena, at tire of 1860 census; hod 4 children — Nancy, William, Spencer 
end Henry, Thus far we have no later record. 
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xiii) Mileta Ellon M e ngrum, b. July 22, 18}8| d. Feb. 4, 188Jj od. Willloa 
Peterson. They lived in Pawnee County, in extreme southeastern Nebraska) 
hed 5 children. Sorry, but we have no further record* 


Some Noteo on the Family of Jesse Sr* and Lydia Douglas 
Th ’ old county history statesi"Another early settlor ((of Johnson Township) 
was Jesse Douglas and family who eottled on 3oction 20, Township J, in the 
fall of 1806," ((Range 11 is implied a little earlier in the context)). 

That would be about four miles directly weot of Ft, Branch. A few lines 
farther on, "John Sides end family, who were South Carolinana, caao with the 
Douglas family, and their cabins were built only a few hundred yards epart." 

So far as we know. Jesse Douglas was out first direot ancestor to settle 
in Giheon territory* The eecond quoted sentence above does not say that 
Jesse Douglas came from South Carolina} merely that he and John Sides, who 
was from South Carolina, come with their families together* It would be an 
exception if both families did not tarry a few years in Tonncssee or Kentucky, 
The old history goes' on to say that when Cery Wilkinson (eon-in-lew of William 
Fengrum Sr,) came in the fall of 1808 he found in the neighborhood of -loosely 
speaking - Johnson's Township, among a few other settlers, Andrew Douglas, 
who had settled hero in 1806, No hint is given as to whether Jesse and Andrew 
were related,but it would seam likely that they were. For what it may be 
worth Andrew Douglas was living in Wilkes County, ft. Oar. in 1790, We have no 
hint as to what became of him and hia family after they came to Gibson in 
18C6. 


We know what became of Jesse, but there's a headache in the records. 


Jesse died eorly in the spring of 1815, about a month after hie neighbor 
William J'engrura Sr. The inventory of Jesss' e guia eetste was filed on 
April 21, and Lydis figures in the settlement as she should) but throughout the 
record in the old probate book, the deceased rran is called John Douglas. 


Whether Jesas had two forenames, or whother the clerk mads a mistake end 
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* tuck t0 lt » w ® d0 not b ^t there la no reasonable doubt that the 

Doubles who died In the spring of 1815 waa Jeaae Sr., father of I^ry 

Catherine. Here ia a tentative list of the children of Jesse and Lydiai- 
\ji) “cry Catherine (M#i) b. 1796; md. ifa. angrum Jr.) d. 1842 

11} U 'r^l b * 1J9 V AprU 1? ' 1815 t0 Mood y I^ram, in Hbaon 

County. He wra dcubtleso related to the Allen Infers who 

made entry of govern- ant land in eection adjoining land of 

oerae in 1807™ ^ ^ 10l °* Th8 ° ld fiictory SQ - y8 that Alien Ingram 

U‘) Ja... Jr.j b. July 2, tiM 1600, d. I860, „d. Nancy anybody, ,ho 

A b ’ * n tn elflWPr «* Th°y 0 children, born : etween 

XtJ *- d and 1851. Joaae waa co-executor of *i tho estate of William 

!* n ru Jr y " lbh Jer.ea Wileon. Jeaae's wife, Nancy. d. in 1895) 
they waro hurled at Blythe'a chapel. 

iv) Albert Warren (1508-189J) md. ( 1 ) Nancy . . . (1808-138’:); ad. ( 2 ) 

Mahala . . . (1826-1918). Buried a* fclytha'a rhapai. L have 
not yet a do ndotle record of hie children, but he had a eon 
Jeeee (1557-1922) who rrerried Bophronia Harris (1842-1952); and 
^ orn " Uu - r ° u . Tlfi8 (185C-1504), wno md. Haney Harrio (1840- 
1906) wao also probebly a son of Albert Warren. 

v) Isaac P.Dou-las md. Nancy Pullage, n Hbson, fob. 20, 1827. 

In 16^0 cer.sue credite with one aon not yet one year old. 
i O further rocord. 

vi) iiilliam waa Hate.! in 1850 census as having wife and 2 children, 

Isaac F. and William "*y have been ol^r than Albert Warren. 

In the 1820 census, tho widow Lydia Dou -aa is credited with 
2 18-26 em 7011:15 “ en ’ F r0flaTBbl 7 h8r sons* 5 :.ctw,-en 10-15; 1 , 16-18; 

. . H f nr y Lo ® k9 PouTlas, b. July 1, 1850; d. Dec. 15, 1864. He waa a 
p ivete in Co. P., 8 Ct. In J irna inifntry (Captain James Upperson'a company), 
rn was willed in ection. he married y„ry iometody about 1054; tioir 

J*S ' ,m, ' Ue ' "• 1; '* 5 ' Ch.rl» -.-Ml., 2, person, 

J«n. 2-, 187-. He was tho younreat ron of Albert hpperaon. Cn r rles Wesley 
-pperson end his wife died young; tin ir aon Curtis waa brought up by 
our -randre Naomi Jane. * * 

Jean* Tl! U <,0 * n ? t r kn °r Wh0 W * rft th * F * rrnt6 of Henry Locke Douglas; 

Jeaee Jr. .a elir.ineted (wo hove tho full list of his children) 


A brief record of the feriliee of some of William and b' e ry C. Mangrum&a childrm 


The Family of Alcephus W. Mangrum (1815-1894) 

Thus far we have only a very imperfect list of hie children; and, for that 
matter, s very imperfect record of hie throe marriages, he married*- 
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(1) Minerva KcCrary, of ~ibecn County, about 13*3. They had aix 
children, including Clera (b. 18J8); Rebecca Josephine, b. 184}, md* 
Joseph A'ooda; Ellen, who rad, H n rlond !: p yne; end M a nta, who never married* 
(Names of the other two not yet on our recorda) 

(2) Alcehphue md, J p ne Irvin, Deo* 29, 1850, in Yen Buren County, 
Iowa. .his marriage woe performed by rider John McCrary. There were 
six children by this marriage. The 1850 census .rives Semantha K. ( 6 )j 
Lysnnder ?’* (^:); M,*ry (2); Milota (l). N^aiea of the other two not yet 
on cur records; though it ia fairly certain one of them wee Ella. 

Aunt Josie Record ro~cabers thct in the middle 1870’a her father ( John 
Neoly K„nrrura) vlaited in Iowa, and that Lyaender F. M„ngrum cma back to 
In:' iana with him, to work on the farm, but developed tuberculosis soon end 
r-turned to Iowa to die. 

(5) Alcephu 8 md. Elizabeth Taylor, presumably at some time in the 
lets 185C's, for one ..rtndecn of Abner Harrison KcCrrry who visited 
uncle Alcephua in 1872 remembers there were two small-boy cousins, 

Ch'-rlao c.n? Cornell, who were of the third sot of children; end other 
McCrary descendants rorcoir.bor that there were six »axx children by this 
third srrriege-oir.htoen in all ! 'hc.ll we ever recover the full roll of 
Uncle Alcephua' children t Probably not. 






:'r ily of Jrmoe 0. Dlythe (1°08-1890) and bin wife Olevia 
Man-'rum (151—1907) 

i end ii) Margaret and, Mary, b* 18^4, twine according to 183C census* 
JVr’eret rr.d« Pei ley .‘illinns, youngest eon of Bennett end folly Martin 
'.Villiems, ’’ary'e neme does not appear in 1860 census, end we heve 
no furth r record of her* 

ill) '.tfllllpa, b* about 1859) no further record efter 1850* 

iv) Huth C., b. r bout 134J; md. James Lowe; 6 children, of whom 

M P ry Lou Lowe ad. James Boron, a younger brother of the 
Pr e nk Boren who md. Aurt Sophror.ia *>nrrum* 

v) John 

vi) Henry 

vii) Julia Pl^the n d. John V/ilklnson (I8'“i-Ipy9')l ho was a eon of Amo a C. 
an 1 Nancy Fruitt ’-.'ilkinson; end Amoc C. was a son of .villiem Wilxi-ieon, 
who w8" r ron of Cery Vilitlnnon and Sarah M p nmrum, who was a dcumhtor of 
V.'illipm M„n~run Sr. 'ho pi inmry class in genealogy will please figure out 
what relation John ftllkinson was to Julia Blythe before they were married. 


Fr ily of Abner Harriscn VcCrary (181—1898) and bi3 wife N a rciesa 
Ann *>nmrura (1:1'-1/C0). oved from Ibeon Counto to on Buren County, 
Iowa, in 1895; lived the rost of th ir lives in hat county* They 
hrd five eons an 4 one daughter!- 
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i) Willi p re Kelvin md. Emmollne Kerriot; had 5 sons, 2 daughters; 

5 <»rendc v il -'r*-!? firth'. r record .'.ot nown 
*0 'e r P e *ba (1858-1929) red. Willicm Jasper 0 B rvin, 1858) lived in 
Kansas, Hobrrska, end finally in Oregon. Had 7 children! 

e) Chariea Curtla b* 1861; red floee Jpckeon; 6 children 

b) Willie Well nee, b. 1864} red. Julie S. Block; lives in 
Portland, Croton; 5 children 

c) Anna L s ura b. 1866; red. Thcmne Holt; 5 children 

d) Jemae H.rriaon, b. 1872} red. Irene Wilson; lives in 

Roeeburg, Oregon; 2 children 

o) Emma Zula, b» 1876} red, Devorn Wilkinson; lives in 
Superior, Mont.; 2 children 

f) Albert Mol non b, 1879} md. Mao Clark; 2 children 

g) Caa Vc. b. 1681; red. . . J children 


ill) James Nelson red. Kate Kufatodler; one dou. Letts* red. H r rry L. 
found} ohe livea lr. Jersey City, N. Jor., 

iv) Alvin Jaaper, b. 1044} md. Anna Caroline Ford in i860; had 2 
daughters, both rerrri’d. Ho boerno a lewy-r in Keokuk; was 
district Jud^o in Iowa; moved to Binghamton, K. Y. }. n lyOO; 
corporation lawyer; d, 192? 

v) Curtia Rodney ad. Cute Cainea; 2 dau 1 terc living 

vi) Ira Clinton red. Very Klllia; ono son living 


Since John y cCrcry (1771-1857) and his wife Ruth Wasson (1776-1857) i 

lived for twenty—five yerre in fribron md Posey on' 1 Vnnov-rburg Counties, j 

and oinco two of their children continued to live there, list of tholr j 

children rry bs of Internet!- * 

i 

1' James (1797-1'35) red. Mrtilda Foraat in Posey County, 1821} j 

lived in Keokuk, Iowa. Had several children. Their eon, Ceorja W., j 

p prominent attorney, was a ccn./rossmBn, and beer me Secretary of War under 1 
President Hayes. J 

| 

*■0 Polly red. John Boren in Clbson County, 1814; their daughter ! 

^unico red. Trrftcn .'„nr um; ti.eir daughter Caroline rd» Cap. J e raea 
.'pperponj their son Samuel H F mpscn Boren wae ftll.r-r of \ ary ioren, who 
md, Uncle Fetrlck Epporoon. | 

iii) Lucinda (1800-1360) rad. John McConnel (1794-1878) in Poaey; I 

they e^em to have had t/ o urual-eir.od family, but we have no record* I 

i 

iv) Rebecca rd. John Rale | 

v) Abner Karriecn (1814-1398) md. Nerciaea Kengrum (1816-1900) 1 

vi) Vlnorva red, Alcephuo V r nrrua 1 

vii) John Cepl.ua rad. *eren Leach} lived in Van Buren Oo, Iowa, J 



Pettily of Trefton M e ngruo 


frafton .Fangrum (ISIS-IC90) md. Hunlco L'.oron (1619-1894), daughter 
of John end Polly (PcCr c ry) Boron. Their 5 childrent- 

i) John, b. 1841) was member of Co. P, 6Gth Xn'iena Infantry - 
eptain James Lpperscn'o company. He md. £ll„aD«th : e uck, a nieoo of 
father C^uck, 2d wife of Ceptein Fpperson. They had 5 children! Ell a 
Clr-rk, Cacpr, V e lentine, te e r 1 Bryant, and C B rl. 

ii) Xillipa Valentine (1845-1668) 

iii) .^rolino (1852-1J25) md. lord N p rtin of Cynthienej no children. 

iv) Je:fc-3 T (1855-19^2) md, Ida *lthern;ocn (1562-1941). Their 
daughter Lul P md. Albert Lowe) and their deugnter Klesnor md. Robert 
Cpperson. 

v) Abrolom (185/-1680) 


} 


Fp-rlly Of Spier Spenoer f’ p nrrum (1820-190-4) 

he md. (1) S e lly Ann Fpperson (1621-1842) in ibeon County. She d, 
soon after the birth of her son, Charles V.lllipm 
md. (2) v B ry n e rcla8a Smith Weal, about 1843, i n 

i) Charles Willi n m ’■' fl nsrrure (1642-1916)) d. 


C r .T rum, Spencer 
ibson County. 

in Los An-oles 
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Chprlaa William v B r.^rum ad. (1) Jennie . . .; hod J children! 

2 dsu'htore an-*, sen Arthur cf San Frsnci'co. Arthur wee md, but 
red no children. Charles -lllicr nd. (2) Kate . . . j had two sons, 
Uilip.r on Oregon and C; e.ncer of Los Angelea. At present, no further 
record. We hsd heard trot Lloyd Van/rut, tho 'olfer, wae a grandson of 
Arthur, but t; at is e mistake, He m:-y he a grandson of either duitx 
Willipx or Spencer; ho himself see a not to know. 


Childr n of Spencer „n ! rum , s sec nd marrist'oi* 

il ) erths, fc. eb.t 1944; oL As>ury Faloar; rf. in Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
hed 2 dou hters, botr. now deed, each left children. 


Hi) pry, t. abt. 1C^7 j nr 4 . Janes 
childre j Irnaat, who lives at Avalon, 
M. Peter Beyes and lived at Avcion. 


HeJeon. She d. rbt. 1877; left 2 
C r tellna Island; and Rclla, who 


iv) Diedcnav Grille, b. J ne 6, 1849, in 1’^rion Do. Iowa; d. 1899 
in Fulton o.. Ill. She v '. in Fulton County John C'frynr.t, 1&72, Two • 
cbil^e.ni 1) Ooraler, who nd. Je~ a Xmiaxih Kowcrth end lives at . t. Shasta, 
!r^.* J the -' hrve 5 3 °ns and 2 daughters, ell red. and r 11 heve children. 

(2; Dird-me eleo hed e son, Charles C'hryent who Felicia = e nott; 
liv s et Brycnt in Fulton County, Ill.; has 2 sons and J dsu hters, all md. 
m with hll-'ren. 


▼ ) Sereld# en- rum red. John v eek; liv.d at Lincoln ftobrrska, A eon, 
"oy «ek, liv. s at Lincoln; ,rd. and hee two children. 

vi) Abner Vangrum; killed in accident st a-e of 21; unmd. 

vii) Kanry (18*3-1945) Fhoebo ~raham; hd - childrent- 

(e) Viriara md. -lmer Fppersom 2 children 

(8) Chester Cullireore *„ngruT» 2. children 
: p r < f ret, rd. Wh, H. *'odec.i 

r h Htcr j rah on V^ngrurr, killed in World ii* B r II 

(c) Jessie 

vlii) ?ellta L?visa , b. 1S£5; md. Captain Clivor Isaac Hcnieloon; 
children d. in infancy. 


Family of Vale.tine Stophe.-.aon K ngrum (1822-1908) red. Polly Duncan 
»1325-1904), Their 10 children t- 

1) Wlllipu Floyd,(1846- ) ~d. V„ry Frp coa Spperaon (1S45-1;05), 

■ -ther r.pperaon*a sifter. Undo Flo/d and Aunt V„ry Francea had 
2 children; '-oth died ycunn. 
ii) Francies ’'„ricn, b. 1 47; ad. Lydia omlinson 
iii) "nor.o V.. b. l' v; 8; md. (1) *'artha Alice ith in 1372; (2) r tilda 
i ends ’.1 i . 1' 78 

lv) James L.Cl^l-l 00) md. „ry Kendall 
t) G’ephJu Linds* , b. 18?/.; ntd. ."nry K. West 
vl) I ydie b. 18‘ T'j rd. Alfred hartin 

vii) >rn}. Z, (18*57-1955) '"d, Ja^os . Willirma 

▼iii; 7homes Alfred (l i; . 9-1/.6) rad. A mo * arson In 168 ,; . 
ix-x, wo oth r cl i 1**r■ • J l d in is* infancy. 
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Fe^ily of William Joo’.b and wf. Arernda C R lherine M fl ngrum (1831-15-14) 

i) Ann red, Joseph CTareon 
li) Jane red. John rcC 0 rty 
111 ) John red, Egale Cushite n 
iv) f prthQ mi* Calvin Emerson 
v? Cl ovia red. ... S'cCarty 
tri) Goorga nd. Eli z a Brown 


WILKINSCN-KAKHRUM 

»Vry, 1. C„ry dlKlnaon 

r •• ^p.olina, &bt. 17?4| came to 'Ibsen (territory) In 1808 

<^ y o* w 1 " d U V ln l815 - «- •«- *•» «. <i u» w s 1 

•ne of t o witneasoa of is w.11 was Eiioha : e rvel, father of Feynter 

-WlV-° *'*' L fv la " n;lth ’ clntor of Elizabeth who waa 2d. wife of 
1<;S ypperac.re .he *ho e lwrl?.ht. Youn William ! : n ngrure Jr. was 
co-executor with lia sister Serrh Wilkinson. 

« full record of the Vllkincno down to, ary, 1675, would fill pa -e 8 . Wo 

, lve h “‘° cnl y * bnr9 outline* of the first two generations. They were all 
t nrrure epcem-rnta; end acme of there reerried early into Fruitt family, and 
thet made there inlaws of Siaon Williams' de.condrnto. 

e^/th k '?r. 0 ?w n aeMi r ^ ^ d T l J f children, 4 of who- died in infancy soon 
f lly eettlad in Indiana. -heir 9 children who matured»- 

^ ’> r . v (Tolly) '.<*, John Sicpeon 
ii) c 'otay 

ill r.ancy red. Eli Eerbro In 1813, n 'ifcscn Co. 
hrlr, V i r‘ U " (15CC-1CC3) a ctout hickory-grained rern whose esory 

“!li uil-rKC" ° f r,rU '* #l ”** ry ° f nk ““ '“»*• HU c«n 
v) Rebecca 

yi) Delilah red. Jerroa B. Davis in 1C23, in ^ibson bounty 

af e i ly J^ e ' eter in 1S25 in "ibronj end there io acme 

Vin* V nV r r ! 1 ehQ W03 c fisco -*d-r.ou S ,n of Daniel Webster. 

-in you, we do not aey prC0 f, hut ao.re livelihood Re- otely, indfcrectlv 
by aacond-hend, wo now an- then almost tou. h reetnae. I CUy * 

n T .vi»"S'!»iir' 1 ° hlli ™ born ,ui,r in “• °* r - ° r K ° ntu ^««- 

viii; Isaiah (1814-1335); family record below 
ix) ertha (161T-1392) red. Stophon D r tua Linzy 

Cur recor-a .ra ll tt d to tha do, ca.-.denta of Willie., laden, nnd i.rthe, 

** <» K. mu, in 1820 in fo.ay 

ty *., h d * ln 1 "'5; Rll Is children wor- by her. He red. (2) 

.-1, cetr, n9 rnJ "e*T ha * H cnildrcm Zeror. B. (l:21-1695)j 

slllh T -Ji Vl ( ( lG25 T l 1 ^ /3 °° C * (1325-1891); John, Pelila; Io a iah; 

overal o/t^ae dt Y *’* CBrt ' :r ^ -orciaae, Esther, and Silas, 
ff* of th Be <,lef1 young. Aaron B. n : . Lucinda l outreomoryi had 

C 0 ^t; ren f.:r^^ Wi;o 01 ibiion Christian 

1 . “* Vi (1-^—1 1 0 "*8 the be.oved Cncio hevi who lrviahod eo 
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h‘3 * ooond " if * "■• hu c ““ oi “ j»iu. 

£°m; iist^.r 8 -f" ic * rj^r 

« er8«t- g road-iou"hter U of t ’Iton !uu,a f jj£ b ® I '™ lu < “ nd th«refor» 

n * llil eoa. Amoa Md hancy had 10 children. 

J 2 S “ on f ^ *"< ■»*. ... thr „. 

s» as &;■<s r I -rfSLzrjrr- la 

»n ;« t : T » ( c, P *± 8) Liwi i i,nc jr,^ Buior - — 

U md. Atran-’a J. RodTen ( _1 joo\. ♦ “ * aiiK1 ‘ lo0n > 

^rr: i “Vr- 

K&S? - -f :vrz: “■ 

,. . “* A8fllen ivliklnson'a younrc-at d;u-’hter. '*rv k ^ r 

V, Lowe (1649-1959) b-h . r * sr y *■•» “«• James 

-m I.. »o.,u «. »o.o j^V-u «slxt p,Uortt 


^rthe Wilkinson (1815-1692) 
cHl 1 of 9 0 ry end Sorah, tad. 
* 8 - 7 it ie pronounced. He P nd 
Jasper end leeiah Linzy eech 


, 3tei?L ar n% i8te r t ° f l80lfih Ub0V9) flnd ^unseat 

3tephon :.otua Linzy, who spoiled Lindsay the 
art.,a had six children; end their sons 
hed 7 children - end so on end on and on. 


BOREN 


Nicholes Boren (1756-1826), b, in Ireland, migrated to Fenn.j ad# kgBjt 
V^ry H„mpaon (1759-1857). She too was an emigrant from Ireland. Nicholas 
was Rev. soldier, wounded at Brandywine. roved to Tennesseej thence to 
Indiana about 1814. Nicholaa and M p ry buried at Kt. Koriph} his ia one of 
the earliest gravestones there. He and Mary had 9 children; in left-hand 
column are the four whose descendants married into Eppersons end H^ngrusos. 
The page is too narrow to carry all generations down to the present, but 
you con extend it in a few cases. 


M e P~eret Boren 
b. 1780 
md. 

Jehue Blythe 


Ja-ee Blythe 
1608-1890 
md. 

Clevia Kengrum 
1614-1907 


See their faadLly record for th ir descendants 


James 3oren 
1761-1669 
md. 

Jane Blair 
1791-1866 


John Me?!airy 
_ *• 

Soren 

1810-1876 

md. 

V p ry Ann Chaffee 
1810-1885 


James H. Boren 
18^7-1904 
md. 

Sarah Epperson 
18-41-1905 


i) Loretta Boren 

md 

Robert Herriott 
(his 2 d wife) 

ii) Albert Boren 


Ezekiel Boren 
1792-1875 
md. 

Rosa''Evens 
1795-1665 


Absalom Boren 
md 

K p ry J, Hughes 


Franklin Boren i) Lester ioren 
1851-1885 

md. ii) Annie Trible 

Sophronla f'angrum 

1851-1929 iii) Arthur Boron 


John Boren 

1796- 1870 
« d 

jgfiBKzSSJtBH 

Folly McCrary 

1797- 1676 


i) Samuel Hempson M„ry Boren 
Boren 1840-1?16 

1817-1831 md 

md Fatrick Eppereon 

Dorcas Montgomery 1856-1895 
1820-1905 


i)Hiram Epperson 
1862- 
md 

Sophia Grotiue 

ii) Ellis Epperson 
1865-1954 

md. 

Sarah Martin 


ii) Eunice Eoron James M„ngrum Lule Congr 
1819-1894 md md 

md. Ida Witherspoon Albert Low 

Trafton K^ngrum 

I 8 I 8 -I 89 O 


Lule !'ongrum Eleanor Low 
md md 

Albert Low Robert Epperson 


Boren 

iii) Caroline Jf p n)?xl4ak Alice Epperson James Herriott 
1851-1861 md. 

md Robt. Herriott 

Capt. James (his 1st tfife) 

Epperson 

1850-1904 


Remember, some forenames, such as Absalom, occur mci*o than once 
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Soma of the soldiers in Co. F, Both Indiana Infantry Regt. 

Alfred Dale Cwen, of New Harmony, was Lieut. Colonel* later promoted to 
Colonel. Russell J. Showers, of Cynthian®, was captain) killed at 
Resaca, Georgia, X r y 14, 1864. First Lieutenant Jc-tiob S. Epperaon was 
promoted captain after Rosaca. Here ere a few who were related to us in 
one way or another, also a few who were well-known neighbors. 

Brumfield, John discharged K c rch 17* *65) disability) d. aeon after. 

Son of James and 3arah Williams Brumfield) grandson of 
Bennett end Folly Martin Williams 

Boren, Wm. K. killed at Perrysvl lle. Ky», Cct. 8, 1862. The company waa 

sent into that battle just t month after receiving it» 
first arr.aj loot heavily. Wm. K. Boren was a brother of 
Eunice, who md. Uncle Trnftcn Kengrum; end of Ceroline* 
first v;ife of Captain Jomes Epprson. 

Boren, Jaraea H, Son o? John Kc'I p iry boren; later md. our Aunt Sarah 

Epperson* deu. of Albert and ..nemi Jane 
Pixler, Benedict ?.. j discharged on p count of wounds* Jan. 7# 1865 
Heisker* John "o relation, but long-time neighbor 

Lindsay, Jasper Son of v 'artha Wilkinson, therefore Eenfrum descendant 

Mangru', John Son of Trcfton and F.unice 

Pruitt, Moses I suppose a grandson of Koees and Fhoebe Fruittj there¬ 

fore a Williams descendant ; he d. at Elizabethtown, Ky., 
April 6, ’65 

Redman, Newton son cf John and Drusilla (Butler) Red:-,an* therefore 

first cousin of grande® Naomi Jenej he d. in And erg on- 
v llie pri son. Sept. 12, '64 

• Fed man, Sam 

Wilkinson, Rane C. Sen of Aaron B. end Lucinda Montgomery Wilkinson) 

grect-grradoon cf William 'angrurn 3r. 

Wllknacn, Moses son of Ineieh end K p ry Pruitt t’. 11 k in a on; grandson of 

William "angrux Sr.) great-grandeon of 
Simon Williams Sr. He md. Nancy J. Bixlor, 
aistor of Benc'’ict R. Bixler - Uncle Rudy to ua. 

Williams, Romslia E. ) youngc-st son cf Ceorge and Audrey) therefore a grandson 

of Simon Williams 

Williams, Newton d. at Elizabethtown, Ky., Kerch 17, ’65* son of Simon 

Williams Jr. end his wife Levine Sheerer; therefore rrancU 
, son of Bennett end Folly Martin Williams, and great-grande 
eon of Simon Williams end Jcmr a 'nrtin. He is buried 
in that little lost Bonnett rtillians plot, near the 
road between Cynthiana and ioseyville. 

Recruits 

Douglas, Henry Locke) enlisted J p n. 9» 136-4) killed in action at Nashvil le. 

Dec. 15, '64. He w s the grrndfath r of Curtis Epperson. 

, Thus far we do not know hai perents; almost certainly, 

though, a g’-endson of Jesse Doubles Sr. 

Williams, William Home address given rs St. Vondell - same os for Newton 

Williams (above), xe cannot identify him. 

• . . « . 

According to the record, the 80th Regimsnt trsvelied 7245 miles« 

by water 1080 

by rail 2445 

on foot 5750 (that is seme walk) 




A to* names from other units 
80th Regt. Coap fi ny St 


Yeager, Wm. Ft* Branch killed et Ferrysville 
Frultt, Jacob M * •- 


58th Regt. 


Co. A 

Flythe, Andrew H 

Blythe, Wa. R. Owensviile ktiiled at Mission Ridjie, .\ov. 25. '<5=* 
’J^me8 g. Blythe -- x 

Dryrdale, Juices P. grandren of Bennett and Folly Williemoj 

d. Apr. 15, *65, ox"' wounds received at Battle 
of Stones -i ver Dec. ^l-Jan. 1 


00 P . 

Woods, Wt, J, Ileubatadt 

Ewin, bannett ' Ft. Brcnch 


Co F. Ejekiel Soron 

Emerson, John W. 
Gweltncy, Simon 
Redman, Robert 
Redman, Wr.. p, 

Co G. 

Spperoon, William. 


killed at Chlckamauga , Sept. 19, 
killed at 5/ laalon Rid- a. Nov. 25, *6$ 


H d. at Ccrjnth, Mla&. May 10. »62 

son of William H. and Ann Epperson, Irother of 

Albert. 
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The Family of Simon Willi 8 ms 7$. <U€~4m JUJt 

Ad>/ V 

First# wa have to correct a bad mistake that rot fastened onto our 

about forty years ago 

family record, \.’o understand that the mistake was made by a descendant of 
Lewis Willi* ma, younrer brother of our great-grandfather Sennett Williams. 

It concerns the ancestry of Simon Williams# father of Domett (and of 1J 
other children.) The mistaken record runs as follows - numbered by 
generationai- 

1) Thorca 3 Williars of Beaufort County, North Carolina, d. in 1759* 
hed 10 children. His sixth child, Robert, supposed to be our ancestor, 
was also supposed to have settled in Bute County — « county now extinct, 
embracing part of the territory cf Granville and uarren C unties. 

2) Ihis Robert of Bute died in 1772) had 10 children# including Simon, 
whom we'll cell Simon Sr. 

5) Simon Sr. hed 5 eons and 5 dau'htersj second son, Simon Jr., was 

and supposed to have been 

supposed to re our great-great- rsndfether, born in 1755 in Warren County, 

N. Carolina. 

A) Simon Jr. was, by this faulty record, living in Warren County, N. 
Carolina in 1803. Kax Either Simon 3r. or Simon Jr. died in Warren County, 

N. C 0 r. in 1508. 


We have copies of the wills of "homes Williams of l-e P ufort (1759)# 
Robert of 8ute (1772), and Simon of Warren (1808). We are not picking on 
anybody. We have work-d harder on this phese of frmily history then on any 
other, witn the possible oxception of the Harris family. I could fill pages 
with details, but in brieft- 

1) Thornes of Beaufort end his son Robert have abo lutely nothing to 
do with Robert of Bute, Robert, Bon of Thomas of Beaufort# was not more 
than 16 when his father died, yet (according to tho above scheme) ho was 
supposed to have a grandson born in 1752. Robert of Beaufort never moved to 
Bute "ounty, and had no connection whatever with the Bute Ccunty Ba dly. 



2) We could fill several pages with details ebout the Simon Sr. 
and Simon Jr. of Warren County, N. Carolina. We wonder whether the 
origin?1 mistake may not have come about because of conftising Warren 
County, N. C B r., with Warren County, Ky. We will give the details if you 
want t?em. The truth simply is i Simon Sr. of North Carolina is not the 
father of our Simon, and Simon Jr. of North Carolina is not our Simon 
at all. The names of children, of sons-in-law, of everybody concerned, 
end the amount and nature end location of the property, all show clearly 
that our Simon was not of the Wrrren County (N. C B r.O clan. For example, 
the 1790 census for North Carolina shows the Simon Williams family of 
Warren County to have had three grown men and one boy. But the Bane census 
shows the Siraon Williams family of Rowan County, North Carolina, to have 
had one grown nan and three boys, beside the mother end daughters, Now 
look over the list of our Simon's children, and note that this Rowan County 
family fits our Simon to a T, with the single exception that there ie 
one more female in the family than Simon's wife end four daughters. The 
extra one may well have been a grandmother, cn aunt. 

There were three Simon Williamses in that 17?0 census; tr.e one in 
Rowan County is oura; and this merely confirms the fact that the two wills 
that we have of the Warren County (N. Car.) men do not jibe with our 
men at all. The Warren County family were big slave-holders and had 
lerge plantation interests. Cur Simon of Fiowon County owned no slaves 
(according to the census), and there is no record that he ever did while 
In Warren County, Ky. We know that our Simon was living in Warren County, 
Kentucky, from soon after 1800 until at ler3t 1812; and that seven of his 
sons and daughters married there. Those were the nnmes we have by heart 
from our own Bible record, with the familiar names of the men and women 
they married. Tho names of the sons and daughters and the sons-in-law 
of the Warren County, N« C a r. family ae listed in the will of I 08 are 
total strangers. 
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Cur 3imon and his wife. Folly Ann, named their oldest son Bennett 

(who became our great-grandfather.) Now Anybody who has worked long at 

giving 

this hobby would say at once that they were xuckx; the boy fax his mother's 
surname, and we have followed Bennetts clear across Korth Carolina - with no 
luck. Mo ecfyver, there was a genuine Bennett Williams who fought in the 
Revolutionary War, end lived in Person County, >!. C,,r., after the War. 

His pension record file contains fairly extensive biogrephy, and it seems clear 
beyond a doubt that he waa not related to our Simon. 

Some one my say to'us, "If you destroy our supposed Warren County 
ancestry, you ought to Bupply an authentic one." Well, we have a digest of 
more than p0 Williams wills in North Cerolina files for that period; we will 
give them free to anybody who wants to tackle the problem. There were 19 
Williams families in Warren County (North Carolina, mind you - not Kentucky) 
in 1770 ; there were 20 Willifms families in Rowan County, and e few hundred 
in the entire s ate. 

Flecec glance at our Simon's list of children, a few pages farther on. 

His second child, Phoebe, was born Feb. 5, 1731. She married yosea Fruitt 

in Kentucky in 18C5; they moved to Indiana, and lived the rest of tneir 

lives in the neighborhood of Calvert's Chapel. Phoebe lived until 1858, 

and thrt brought her within the scope of the 1850 census - the first census 

that named all members of the household, told how old they were, and in 

what state they were born. Now great-aunt Phoebe Fruitt stated that she 

waa born in Virginia. Her brother Lewis, b. in 1739* stated that he was 

born in North C a rolinai and there is a strong tradition that Bennett (b. 1782) 

and all who followed him wee born In North Caroliha. But Phoebe (end presumably 

her older slater, Betsy) were, by Fhoebe'g declaration, born in Virginia, 

Many years i after Phoebe 1 a death, one of her grandsons stated that her 
father, our Simon, came from Culpeper County, Virginia. The present clerk of 
Culpeper court writes that he finds no record of a Simon Williams in that 
county dur ng or just et the close of the Revolution. 


Wm -4- 


We balieve Phoebe Pruitt was right when she said she was born in 
Virginia} her guandson may have been mistaken about Culpeper County. 

If she was correct, then Simon and hie young family moved from Viiginia 
to Rowan County, N. Car. probably late in 1781 or early in 1782, and lived 
there until 1790 and probably until around 1801, then moved to Warren County, 
Kentucky. We shall probably never know the names of Simon's parents nor of 
Polly Ann's. Here is the roll-call of their familyi- 

Simon Willi p ms, b. Oct. 17, 175J, probably in Virginia; d. in Posey or Vanderburg 
County, Indiana, some time a ter July 17, 18}4 

Polly Ann . . .(Maybe Bennett); b. Sept. 4, 1759 , probably in Virginia; md. 

Simon around 1778 or 1779; she d. in Posey or Vanderbur:;. some time after 
September 21, 1821, but before July 17, 1834. 

Their 14 childrem- 

1) "Polly" Betsy Williams; b. M„rch 5, ;780. Our version of the family 
record says she md. a Payne. But records at Bowling Oreen, Ky., list the 
marriege of Polly Willi e ms to William Harmon in 1603. Now Eleanor Williems 
(see 4 below) md. Lewis H p rmon, and usually such cases moan th.,t sisters 
married brothers (or brother and sister rad. brother end sister). h a t i 3 not 
proof; but we know that William Harmon and his wife Folly moved to Posey or 
Venderburg along with Lewis H fl rmon and his wife Eleanor; and that William and 
Polly had a son named Simon. Perhaps Polly Williams had married Payne and 
been widowed young, and was recorded under her maiden surname when she married 
William H„rmon. (Another case where a young widow ,rade her second marriage 
under her maiden name will come up in a moment.) In 0 ny case, we are taking 
the chance and are considering the Polly Williams who md. William H a rmon to 
be the oldest child of Simon. They had a large family - 9 boys and 1 girl - 
£}x£kaaka in the 1830 census. Their son Simon, b. in 1808, d. in 1842; 
buried in the old Williams cemetery, a mile southwest of Cynthiana, 

Phoebe Williams, b. Feb. 6, 1781; md. Moses Pruitt in Warren County, 
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in 1805. Had 9 children) record will be given farther on. Koaee Pruitt 
d. Apr. 6, 1859) Phoebe in 1858. A great company of their descendants 
were buried at Calvert's Chapel. The Pruitt surname is spelled variously - 
Prewitt, Prout. The founder ‘of the family in America was a French Huguenot, 
Roger Prout, exiled from France because of being a Protestant. 

Bennett Williams, b. M a rch 22, 1782) ad. Polly (M e ry) Martin in 
Warren County, Ky., Dec. 27, 1806j were settled in Fosey County by 1814. 

He d, July 24, 1857# she d. Nov. 4, 1847. Their graves are in a small 
family graveyard located on the faro that t.ey once owned, about two miles 
southwest of Cynthiana, They had 15 children, their youngest daughter, 

M e tilda, being our grandmother Mangrum (1828-1912). A record of their 
family will be given ferther on. 

\Jf) Tleanor Williems, b. Feb. 22, 1785) md. Lewis H P rmon in Warren County, 

//it) 

Ky. in 1805, They came to Indiana before Records of Fosey, C-ib9on and 

Yanderburg axa have many Hprmons - Bennett, George, Helper, John, Robert, 

Ss r uel,.Simon, and others - but who were sons of William and who were eons 
of Lewis we shall never know. Merely, a whole regiment of Simon Williams's 
descendants, our very distant cousins, became so blended with the mass of 
humanity that nobody is ever likely to identify them. 

Cecrge Harrison Williams, b. Mgy 15, 1784) d. March 8, 1850, in 
Posey County. On August 5# 1819, according to our old family records, he 
married Audrey Journey) but that is a slight mistake. Her maiden name had 
been Audrey Journey) in June, 1817# she had married Ralph Martin. (Was he 
8till another eon of our Elder James Martin ? We do not know.) He was 
killed by lightning) and so George Harrison Williams really married Mrs. 

Ralph Martin. Audrey was b, in Meson County# Ky., daughter of Joseph 
Journey. She was b, in 1797 and d. in 1857) the 8i^ Creek Ch-rch minutes 
made quite a point of the fact that she had belonged to that church 69 
years. A record of the faily of George and Audrey will be given farther on. 
Church clerks and county officers invented a dozen ways of spelling her 
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first name. Whenever y r u find in the records or on tombstones a first name 
"Ordery" or something like that* it's a safe bet that here was either a 
descendant or at least a namesake of Audrey Journey, (Our late neighbor at 
Locust Hill, Mrs. Audrey Burke, was a grand-daughter.) Ak Where did 
those early settlers come from t And what strange urge or what mere chance 
brought them to Indiana territory, to marry into families they had never 
known until they came to the Wabash woods T About a mile and a half west of 
Cynthiana, and half a mile north of the Cynthiana-Fosoyville road, hidden 
In a mott of trees away beck in a field, is the old Wesbit family bury-ing 
ground, which oontains the graves of Hannah Journey (1786-1862) wife of 
James Hesbit (1785-1874), and of Margaret Journey (1792-1845), wife of 
Ellison Hale (1794—1855). These were probably sisters of Audrey. 

George Harrison Williams seems to have been something of a partner of 
our great-grandfather Bennett in their land ventures! tney made joint entry of 
lend in near their father's in I8l4, and there are several deeds in which 
they had a joint interest. This was to lead, after Bennett's death, to an 
unhappy, long-drawn-out lawsuit between our fiery great-grand -lother, Polly 
Martin Williams, and her brother—in—law George — the story of which will come 
a little later. 


Sarah William, b. Feb. 26, 1786j md. in 1805 in Warren County, Ky., to 
James Martin, Jr. It appears that they moved to Indiana about the same time 
as Elder James Martin, Sr., — around 1808. They took up land west of 



Oaensville. J p mes Martin, Jr, died in 1825) a note about his children appears 


under the Martin heeding. His widow, Sarah, md. William Steel in 1828. 

• . A 

no furhter record of her. 


(JpLewis Williams, b. M 0 rch 15, 1789 according to one record) but the 
1850 oensus Takes his birth—year 1787* He married Eleanor Oates in Warren 


County, Ky., Jan, 10, 1810. He entered a tract of government land adjoining 
that of his brothers in 1817. Was ordained a baptist minister in Big Creek 
Church. He lived for a time in De Witt County, Illinois, then returned to 
Posey County, -pent the lost years of his life near Foseyville) d. 1864 
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8) Mary Williams# b. Not. 8 # j8?lj md. .... Greene. We have not 
found the marriage record in either Kentucky or Indiana# nor any trace of 
this couple. The surname Creene appeare on two gravestones in Calvert 
Chapel cemetery# and once on a deed in northeastern Foeey County# dated in the 
1830 's# but these are no proof# 

9) Winifred Williams# b. Jan# 10, 1795# md. ... Johnson. Notice that 
her ‘younger sieter Anne md. George W. Johnson (1788-1665) in Posey County. 
Usually one would expect this to be another case of sisters marrying 
brothers# and so it may be here, but we have only the probability# not 
any proof, 

10) Willies Williams, b. Aug. 15# 1794 j md. Sept. 10, 1812, to M a rtha 
Allen in Warren County. They moved to Fosey County by 1821. William 
was a penitent member of Big Creek Baptist Church# much given to humble 
confesaion of his shortcomings. He died some time before ISTOj his wife 
Martha in 1864. 

11) Enoch Williams; one record difforo from his ravestone as to time 

of his birth# if gravestone is correct he appears to have been a twin with John# 
b. 1'arch 8# 1795. On Jp.n. igy 25# 1819# he married Lydia Lowe (1792- 
1871), second child of William and N a ncy Lowe, found ere of all the Lowev 
families in Fosey and Gibson. A record of William and nancy's children 
will be given farther on. William and Nancy joined fiig Creek Church by letter 
in October# 1818. Some of their children married into these pioneer 
families! C p vett, Endicctt# Kimball# Allen. It appears that the Lowes# 
the Endicctts, the Nesbits end the Allens all came from Harrison County# Ky. 
Enoch Williams died Sept. 2# 1843; Lydia in 1371. 

12) John Williams b. H p rch 8, 1795; md. to Henrietta Henson aftor 
moving to Fosey. He d. in 1837. 

13) Anne Williams# b. Nov. 8, 1798; md. to George W. Johnson after 
coming to Indiana. She d. Dec. 25# 1825# at the birth of her son Levi. 

Omitting Mary and Winifred# of whom we know nothing# this was the first 
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death among Simon's children* 

l4) Jem ma Williams* b. Jan. 8* 18COj md* Joseph Cater in 1817 in 
Posey County. (The name is Cater , not 0arter.) The Caters, a large family, 
came to Indiana at some time'in the second decade of the century. There were 
several families of that name in the 1850 and 1840 censuses; thus far we have 
no record of Joseph and Jemima's children. He. d. in 185?; she in 1864. 


There were several other Williams families in Warren County, Ky., 
during our Simon's stay there, and though it is highly probeble that he 
was reloted to some of then, we have no proof. There was a younger Simon 
Williems, who stayed on in Warren County down through the 1850's; he may 
have been a nephew of our Simon - but we have no proof. V/illa, deeds, scores of 
court orders touching various Williamses in Warren County fail to show the 
rfeeded clue. 

In review* three of Simon's sens and four of his daughters married in 
Warren .County, and all seven couples moved to Gibson or Fosey or Venderburg. 

Wo feel sure they did not all move at one time. Simon and his wife and 
(we suppose) their unmarried children cam to Posey either late in 1815 or 
very early in 1814; Simon made entry on his quarter-section of government 
land in Fosey on Kprch 28, 1814 - the N W •£■ of Sec. 14, Twp 4 3, R 12 W - 
about two miles southwest of Cynthiena. Of the married sons, Bennett (with 
hie still single brother George) entered the N S £ of Sec. 15, adjoining their 
father's entry Jbs on July 20, 1814; and they jointly entered the N W £ of the 
same section in December that year. In 1817, Lewis entered a quarter of 
Section 12, adjoining. Moses Pruitt was in Vanderburg by 1818; William and 
Lewis H B rmon by were in Gibson or FoBoy by 1850. Jamas Martin Jr. had probably 
come with his father ercund 1508. Three of Simon's sons married in local 
pioneer families after they came to Indiana, as did also his two youngest 
daughters. And there is slightly better than an even chance that Mary Greene 
end Winifred Johnson also lived within a half-day's horseback ride of their 
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parents. 

The minutes of the Big Creek Baptist Church are tantalizing; they omit 
so many details we'd like to know. The clerks apparently worked on the theory! 

Whpt sense is there in recording a simple fact that everybody knows ?" Now 
every member knew that at some monthly meeting in 1814 or early in 1815 Brother 
Bennett Willi e ms joined the church - probably by letter! so why record it T 
The first intimation in the minutes is the statement for the March meeting in 
18l5t Brother Bennett Williams is chosen deacon. And in July the same year he 
is chosen treasurer. And that's the way of the minutest some accessions are 
recorded, other are taken for granted. Clearly Bennett Williams had been 
well experienced in the duties of a church member before he Joined Big Creek 
Church, and his father likewise was familiar with Baptist usage. Judge Herdis 
Clements, of Mt. Vernon, a descendant of Lewis Williams, thinks that Simon 
was an ordained preacher. Maybe so, but the minutes give no evidence of it. 

But Simon was a staunch workhorse in the church, end for many years he and his 
son Bennett were likely to be on almost every important committee - especialy 
on a committee appointed to "labor with" some straying brother. 

In K P y, 1821, Lewis and his wife Eleanor joined the church by letter; 
in June William Williams, and Moses and Phoebe Pruitt; and in July, Joseph and 
Jemima Cater. "here was no meeting-house as late as 1821, the congregation 
meeting at the homes of various members - twice, it is recorded, at the home 
of Simon Williams; but by August, 1822, the first log meeting-house was 
practically finished, and the members voted "to chink and plaster, fix seats 
and- jraigiis Pulpit and windows and furnish a table in our moeting-houBe," 

They were so terribly earnest about it all, and at least some of them 
had the humility to confess their faults. Brother William Williams "entered 
a complaint against himself for getting angry and strifing to fiht," 

Poor Brother William had his weakness and was often charged - or charged himself, 
with wrong; was sometimes disciplined even to expulsion, but was always forgiven. 
We may smile at what we consider the old-fashioned severity; but there was 
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■uch a beautiful earnestneea. They had the dignity of independence. For 
instance. In the spring o£ 1825 some member raised the difficult question 
whether the Three Persons of the Trinity are equal. Without knowing that 
brother, we can be sure of one thingt he was prompted by his own heart end 
mind, and to him that question was of tremendous importance. The church 
appointed a committee of three to consider the matter — and two of the three 
were our great—great—grandfather Simon and our great—grandfather Bennett 
Willi 8 ras, How did they go about to determine the matter ? H a rdly by 
writing end asking the opinion of any editor, nor were there any bishops to 
lay down the law, nor were there probably any authoritative works of theology 
to read. Not in the Wabash woods. I imagine they read great passages in 
the Bible, over and over again, and prayed about the problem, singly and all 
three together; and that each man of them wrestled the question in his mind, 
day after day, as he sweated in his little fields. In June they esked per¬ 
mission to postpone their report - end so on through the summer. But at the 
September meeting they had agreed upon what seemed to theta the truth! they 
reported that the Three Persons of the Trinity are indeed equal, and thax 
KkuxKh "took the voice of the churc h in the affirmative. 1 * To them it made 
e great difference what a man believed. 

Two or three times in the course of more than a century a clerk 
would set down on pages apart from the minutes some of the deaths he could 
remember; but that sort of record is alwsys liable to leave out many facts. 
For example, ixxiuijc sfcxfckKxdbtkyxmxefciKg on July 3, 18J7* Brother Bennett 
Williams was appointed on a committee to get seats made; on August 12 brother 
Lewis Williams is appointe ’ to assist* Brother George Lowe in getting those 
seats made — and not one word in ttie minutes to mention the death of 
Bennett Williams. We know the date from family records, StckxMxiixflrakjc 
Missing a familiar name from the minutes, we could only guess and wonder. 

The last reference to Simon Willipms (Simon Sr., to distinguish him from 
his grandson Siracn)was written in April, 1851, yet we know he lived more than 
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threa years longer. The 1820 census lists Simon as between 70 end 80, which 
was correct,* it credits his house with "one female" - an unmannerly way of 
referring to anybody's great-great-grandmother - "one female" between 60 and 
70. Now Folly Ann, born in the fall of 1759, was really a little past 7Q| 

• but in the loose-bracketed methods of an early census, a year or two more or 
less on anybody's age wee considered close enough. In 1821 Polly Ann had 

* Joined Simon in granting a deed to son John. On July 17, 1824, Simon Williams 
Sr. (to distinguish him from his grandson Simon) again deeded lend to son John, 
but this time he web the only grantor - evidence that Polly Ann hed died some 
time after the 1820 census was taken. This is only conjecture, but it may be 
that when Simon's name disappears from Elg Creek minutes after April, 1821, 
his wife had died and he had gone to live with a aon or a daughter wha beyond 
the neighborhood of Big Creek Church. By the way, in that 1820 census they 
ha<j in their home a boy under 10, who may have been a grandson borrowed for 
company, or an orphaned grandson. Anne Johnson, dying in 1825, left o son, 

Levi; or the child may have kasn belonged to Mary Creene or Winifred Johnson. 
That deed of Simon's, dated July 17, 1824, is the last record we have found of 
him. Like Lieut. Colonel James ’artin, and William angrum Sr., and Jesse 
Douglas, he rests in an unmarked grave. 

The Family of Bennett and Polly Martin Williams 
Any reader of the church minutes, though a stranger to the the family story, 
would single Bennett out as the best loved and trusted member. And when the 
church clerk wrote of some appointment, designated him as "or beloved Brother 
be nett WilH e ma", the eiraple warmth of the words sounds sincere in that 
plain, unemotional book. But we have something better to go by than the 
church minutes. Cur grandxother Matilda Williams Mangrum waa only nine when 
her father (Bennett) died, but she passed down to her descendants the tradition 
of the sound goodness that was in her father. Polly Martin Williams survived 
her h ;sband ten years, and our grandmother M fl tilda' a mind end heart ware 
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8UffU8ed with the strong nature and spirited character of her mother. 

, How many instances have you known where a great—grandmother shone so 
clearly in the minds of her descendants as did Polly Martin Williams, 
a century after her death 1 Snd mind you, her quality was all transmitted 
through the words of Grandmother Mangrum. ((I had never heard of Polly 
Martin until 1911} now it seems to me I cannot remember a'time when I 
did not know of her,)) 

Here are the 13 children cf Bennett and Polly M a rtin Williamst- 
Marshall 

1) John Wllliems, b. Feb. 15, 1303; d. Feb. 17, 1846; md. July 15, 

1825 to Elizabeth Allen (1809-1901) (youthful marriage, but the figures are 
correct.) Jad 3 sons, 4 daughters. Record of family given later. 

2) Millie Williams, b. Feb. 10, 1810; d. Aug. 30, 1902, in Fosey County; 
md. July 31, 1828 to Aaron Murphy (1809-1878). Aunt Millie (really Amelia) 
Williams must have had plenty of her mother's get-ap-end-get. She and her 
next younger sister Elizabeth joined the Big Creek Church in May, 1828; 

it took Aunt Millie a little more than three years to bring her husband 
Aaron Murphy into the fold, but ahe brought him I They lived by Wadesville, 
in Fosey. Aunt Millie^ Murphy's grand part in relation to the beby R a chel 
Ewing will appear on another page. Aaron and Millie had 10 children, who 
will be listed ferthe-r on. R. E. J. remembers that Aunt Millie Murphy always 
wore black lace caps; she also remembers that once when Aunt Millie and one or 
two of hc-r children drove twenty-five miles from Wadesville to epend the day 
w lth "Dave and Mary" (Father and 'other Epperson), they had early supper and 
Aunt Millie Murphy was ready to start home, when Father Epperson absent-mindedly 
shook hends with her snd said, "Well, Aunt Millie, hew d'y® do T" We have 
commented to one another on the wonderful ties of affection that bound 
our Grandmother Matilda to her brothers and sisters. Aunt Millie Murphy, 

Aunt Elizabeth Yeager, Aunt Sallie Brumfield - these were truly household 


names 
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3) Simon Willia-a Jr., b. Jan. 20, I8l2j d. 3ept. 30, 1872. He md. 
Larina Sharer about 1840. Three of their children are buried in the 
Bennett Williams plot, north of the Cynthiana-Foseyville road about two 
miles southwest of Cynthiana. Their son Newton, b. in 1843, was a 
soldier in Co. F, 8oth Regt. Indiana Volunteers - Captain James Epperson's 
company. Newton died in the service in 1863. 

4 and 5) Twins, Obedience and F fl nny, b. Feb. 15, 1614. Obedience died 

about 1840 

in 1824. Fanny married Henry Ewing. (Two men with surname Swin, probably 
brothers of his, are burled at Calvert's Chapel.) Unhappily, Henry Swing 
beceae a drunkard. Cur grandmother Matilda Williams Kgnrrum went with her 
mother, Polly Martin Williams, to the Ewing home when their sister end 
daughter, Fanny, died (June 1, 1946). Finding Ewing helplessly drunk, they 
rescued the baby, 4 e chel, and the little boy, John. Matilda and her 
mother took care of the baby until Polly Martin Williams'a death in November, 
13^7. Than Aunt Millie .Vurphy took the little girl end reared her. After 
^tilda married our grandfather, John Neely .M P ngrum, they took the boy 
John Ewing (b. 1841) into their home; he lived with them until he ran away 

from home to join the Union army. Mother Epperson -was fond of him, a sort of 
older brother. 

6 ) James M 0 rtin Williams, b. April 22, 1816; d. Cot. 12, 1847. 

. , names 

(Notice how Polly Martin managed to give good Martin xxxa to many of her 

children.) He rad. Julia Ann McDonald ln 1842. And hero is a true story which 

we give as C-re idrother 'an.grum passed it on»- her brother J a mes was to have 

merried Mary Yeager, but there was e lovers' quarrel just a few days before 

the intended day, and aister Matilde remembered how brother James came home 
. starch and iron 

and quietly announced that they needn't fix his best shirt - there would be 

no wedding. Later, he married, but Mery Yeager never did. And more than 

sixty years leter, n. 5. J., then teaching school in the neighborhood, went to 

call on Mery Yeager, who told her, "You're too beautiful a girl to spend your 

life teaching other people's children." The neighbors used to observe that 
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V.ry Yeager u»d to .tend at the front get. at aunaat, keeping a aort of 
ritual sixty ya.ro aft.r that quarrel. Jem.. Partin William. ... burled 

In th. amall Bonnott William, plot. * brlaf raoord of hi. ohlldron .111 
appear farther on. 


7) Sarah (Sally) WillLm. b . J„l y 28 1818; d. feb . n, i 907 , ad> J(mM 

Brumfield (1817-1885). Their eeeomd child, married our Undo Uriah 

Epporoon. Jemee Brumfield »aa a .on of David .xixXaxy (1/36-1856) and 

>'.ry (1785-1869) Brumfield (or Broomfield, a, it .oa ofta.c apallad) .ho 

U.ad In vandorburg. In tho n.ighbrohood of Oalyort'a Ohapel. A raoord of 

tha family »m appear farther on. When Polly iartln WlUUma, Sarah'. 

mother, died m 184 7 , Jama, and Sarah Brumfield took Bailey William., then 

U ’ lnt ° th=lr h °”- S”* "‘HI Slo. .1th a .armth of goodne.e, 

long after they died. 


6 )cancy HIU.,,, b. feb. 15, 1821 , d. Jan. 1860; „d. Calvin Dryedale. 
They had S ohlldron, of .horn ikax.iA.at, y,ry, c.i.brata her hundredth 
blr.hdey In 1948. Their aon Jamea Dryedale in » a a killed in the civil War. 
N.noy William. Dryedale died comparatively young, and th. Dryedale. lived 
farther from the home neighborhood, ao memoriae are loot. A record of 
tha family will be given later. 

9) EUrabeth William., b. May 50, 182 ?; d. Nov. 12 , 1915; md^om 

rearer (1820-1501) . He wna a aon of Joel Ye as er ( and hi. .f. Hannah 

McDonald, both .ere born in Virginia, and came th. usual route through the 
Cumberland a and Kentucky to Indiana. When Polly Martin WiHi.m. dlsd ln 
Novo.bar, 1847, Matilda end her t.o younger brothers, Bailey and Silas, .ere 
left »lthout a home. Matilda .eat to live .1th sister BlUm.bath Yeager unti 
her o.n marriage in January, 184?. The Yeager, hod a eire.bl. f and marrying 
family, w'o will be catalogued farther on. 

10) -atthew Sliaa Williams, b. Cct. 15, 1825; d. Nov. 9 , 1858. 

11) Mptilda Williams, b. Feb. 25 , 1828; d. Feb. 1, 1912 , md . John 
Nealy Vcn.Tu*, Jan. 4, 18^9. She and grandfather and their family will 
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have a chapter farther on. But over and over again, let those of her 
descendants who never knew her understands there was a deep power in her 
that made her a natural law-giver, not through assertiveness nor by any 
conscious dramatic quality, but through quiot but staunch goodness. Elizabeth 
KpTahall M p rtin, back there in Revolutionary days, would have been proud of 
this grend-daughter. 

12) Silas Williams, b. Aug. 4, 1650; d. M e y 26, 1901; md. about 1855 
Sarah Jane Marks, Family record later. Their eon John died in June, 1^48, 
lest of the family, 

15) Bailey Williams, b. Nov. 9, 1855] d. April 10, 1909; md. Margaret 
Blythe, oldest daughter of James and 'levia Mangrum Blythe. (From what 
ancestor did that name Beiley come t Remember that Bailey's uncle, James 
Martin Jr., named one of hie sons Bailey. Is it a ?«' p rtin or a Williams 
heirloom ?) 

F. S. Turn back for a moment to p. Wm -14-, to Nancy Willir-me and Calvin 
Drysdale*s family; snd especially to M p ry Drysdale who celebrated her lOOdth 
birthday in Evansville in 1948. The centenarian lady recalled thet her brother 
James Drysdale had a beautiful yellow saddle horse which he had trained to 
step in time to music. James wanted to join the cavalry and take tie horse 
to war with him, but the army officers refused because the horse would be too 
conspicuous. So James Drysdale enlieted in the infantry, and died of wounds 
he receive at the Battle of Murfreesboro, And the beautiful eaddle horse 
was sold for $280, which was considered a great price in those days - but I 
vender whether he ever stepped so proudly for any other owner. That E e ttle of 
Murfreesboro, fought on the lest dey of 1662 end the first of l-65> was called 
Stone River in so^e of the history books. It would have been a pity if I had 
lost the newspaper clipping of 1>48 that told about that beautiful horse 
and the boy who trained him. The horee and the youn; trainer sort of shine in 


the mind 
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Bennett Williams drew his will July 21, 1857* three days before he died. 

He appointed his wife Polly and his oldest son John Marshall Williams exec¬ 
utors. Witnesses were his brother-in-law Patrick Calvert, and G. W. Unsay. 

The will was principally concerned that the three minor sons - Matthew Elias, 
Silas, and Bailey - should inherit the land after the death of their mother. 

The older sons — John 'grshall, Simon, and James Martin — had already received 
a main p'art of their share, but to equalize all portions the minor sons were 
to pay their older brothers $150 when they (the younger ones) finally 
had their inheritance. The six daughters who were living when the will was 
drawn were to share the personal property upon their mother's death. 

Matthew Elias died the next year after his father, his share of the 
lend being divided between Silas end Bailey. And then by the -riddle 18-40's 
came an unhappy lawsuit. Bennett's will, it must be admitted, was very vague 
in some particulars; he did not specify what land he owned, though it appears 
he still owned jointly with his brother George at least one quarter-section 
on which they had made joint entry in 1C14; end the arrangement between him 
and George may heve been equally vague, a matter of good will in the minds 
rather than anything specified in writing. In a ny case, Polly M 8 rtin Williams 
found that her boys, Silas and Bpiley, were going to have trouble getting 
their land. In a suit in chancery in the M e rch term of court at Mt. Vernon 
she and the two boys sued to compel George and Audrey to make a deed that would 
clear to the two boys their father's rightful share of that land. By a legal 
fiction Polly and the boys had to sue everybody concernedt not only (Jncle 
George and Audrey, but all the older brothers and sisters - rrom John Marshall 
down to M 8 tilda, including the husbands of the married sisters. Of course 
George and Audrey were the real target; and doubtless Audrey had no say in the 
mattert the stubborn real defendant was George, (The copyist who, long ago, 
copied the record in the big dusty old book, recorded Audrey as "Andrew." 

He just couldn't imagine anybody having a name like "Audrey", ) 
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And so, in M @ rch, 1845, the court ordered George and Audrey to meke 
that deed* and allowed them ninety days to make it - or else. And they - 
or maybe just George - wouldn't. The record does not tell a smidjln of hie 
reasons - merely* he just wouldn't. And after it became clear that he wouldn’t, 
the court ordered John Marshall Williams, oldest eon of Bennett and, with hie 
mother, joint executor*, to rake that deed. And just then, John M p rBhall 
Williams died (Feb. 17, 1846). Whereupon the court authroi z ed one James G. 
Jones, as special commissioner, to make that deed; and in th6 March term, 

1846, he reported that he had done so; and the matter waB settled. But not 
forgotten. Cur grandmother Matilda was seventeen when the suit was brought 
in chancery, and eighteen when it ended. Next year her valiant mother, Polly 
Martin, would pass on, end Matilda's girlhood home would be closed forever. 

In 1850 stubborn Uncle George would turn in his last account to heaven. 

Now grandmother Matilda was too good a Christian to cherish enmity; all the 

same, her daughters end her grandchildren know that she had a firm character 

and that she did not like mean persons who continued stubbornly j.ean. To the 
end of her days she did not like a certain Williams cousin, and maybe that 

wae because she saw too much of his father in him. Matilda had a world of 

character, due partly, no doubt, to the fact that she was her mother's right hard 
during the ten years after her father died. 

Kptilda used to say that her share of her father's estate was one 
heifer. It would be a modern success story to tell how she "«hh ran" that 
heifer into a million dollars, but we'd rather have her as she was - honest 
and just and wise. 
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Supplementary record of F a mlly of Simon and Polly Ann Willi a ma»- 


Wllliam Harmon (md. Polly Williams); Lewis Harmon (md. Eleanor Williams). 

The 1820 census lists Lewis end his family in Gibson, with 4 boys, 5 girls, 
and one aged woman, beside himself and his wife. The 1850 census still 
lists the 4 sons, but only 1 daughter. Two of the daughters, being old 
enough, had evidently married off. The 1850 census finds Lewis H a rmon, 

®E° 78, living in the home of Richard Simpson (54) and Elizabeth his wife (44), 
and their 5 children. Fgir supposition (but not proof) that Elizabeth 
Simpson was a daughter of Lewis Harmon - his oldest. 

William H„rmon was listed in Posey in 1850; he and his wife have 9 sons and 
1 daughter . It is practically certain tha t Simon Harmon (1808-1842) was 
their son; deeds between him and William afford good proof of that. 

The 1850 census brings in a good-sized company of H p rmons who should be 

sons of William and Lewis. There are a William Jr. and a Lewis Jr., and some of 

the forenames of eons rive pretty strong proof that these were our kini 
Andrew Kxrsm H.mron had sons Ewing and B fl iley; Lucy H e roon (a widow) had a son 

Simon; James Harmon had a son Sennett. But that is as far as we can go 

with any assurance. 


MOS .3 PRUITT (d. Apr. 6, 1859) md. Phoebe Williams in Warren County, Ky., 1805. 
roved to Indiana in 1812; I believe they lived in Vanderburg, certainly near 
Calvert's Chapel, Their 9 childront 

i) John Fruitt (1805-1874) md* Mahala Green 

ii) Williem Pruitt (1807-1370) md. Elizabeth A. Spain (1815-1870) 

iii) Emmeline Fruitt 

iv) Eliira Fruitt 

v) Mery Pruitt (1812-1872) was the second wife of Iseiah Wilkinson (1814- 

1885). He was a grandson of William M p ngrum Sr.; and so our Williams 
and our M p nrrum ancestors began to be attracted, 

vi) Simon Pruitt (1815-1850) md. M a ry E. Gray 

vii) Martha Pruitt'(1815-1850) k&x was first wife of Prettyman Montgomery, 

viii) Elizabeth Fruitt (182011881) md. Sam Montgomery; lived in Logan Co., Ill, 

ix) Juliet Pruitt (1625-1892) md. Absalom Redman, son of Robert Redman and 
his wife Anne bcxi Smith. This Abselom wes a first—cousin of our 
grandma Naomi Jane Epperson. Further, this Absalom and Juliet were 
the grandparents of G. M« Cleveland. From here on, things get more 
complicated. 

Amos C. Wilkinson (1826-1891), a nephew of Isaiah, md. about 1850 N a ncy 
K. Pruitt (1827-1902), I do not know whethorahe was a daughter of 
John or William or Simon. As I wrote a moment ago, from here on, 
things get more complicated. And still more. 


Family of George and Audrey Journey Martin Williams; from his will, probated in 
Kerch, 1850, supplemented with other records 1 - 

i) Thornton Williams (1820-18J4) md. (1) Julia Smith; (2) Maria Robinson; (5) J a ne 
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( Family of George end Audrey Williams, cont.) 

11) James Ferry Williams (1825-1906) md. Freelovo J. Gibson 
til) Asfcury Williams (1624—1825) nd. Fcullne Beyle 

Their son. Dr. Wx. S. Williams (1855-1860) 

It) 'artha Ann Williams md. , . . Yearer 
v) Romeiia B. W11 Harts (1829-1576) nd. Elizabeth . , . (1855-1924) 




Family of Lewis Williams (1787-1854) and wife Eleanor Catos; nd. In 
Varren Co., Ky., Jen. 20, 1810. Eleanor wae b. in S. C„r. in 1792; 
ehe survived her husband. 

Here Is an Imperfect record of their femily co derived from census of 
18^0 and hs.8 will (dr. Apr. 7» 1864), supplemented by notes from one source 
or another. hose names xay not be in the right order, end there are some 
discrepanciesi- 

Sitaon Williams (1815-1360) rad, Sareh Boucher Spilsen (1821-1912) 
Sli-abeth Veil Hans md. Wx. Gambrel Jr. 

James Williams md. hancy Smith 
Ferry A. Williams 

deu, Audrey b. nbt. 1851, named in 1850 census; not named in will 
unless by so e other forename. 

“ N P ncy, b. cbt. 1355# like Audrey, named in census, bt not in will 
unless by some other name 

’’he will names as daughters, Fermelia Malone end Cvelia Cleveland; 
the will names a grandson, Simon 3. Willirms; and 2 grand—daughters 
e“cy 0. Williams end Halmida I, Endicott. Cne document also mentions 
a daughter (not naming her) who xd. Sen Rodman. It in known that 
Lewis Williams had land in DoWitt County, Illinois, and tin t ho lived 
there a short time; he has descendants living in Clinton, Illinois. 


« • • • f 


EKCCH WILLIAMS md. Lydia Lowe Jan. 25, 1819, in Posey County. He d, 
Fept. 2, 1845. Their six children! 

i) William H. Williams, b. Jan. 15# 1820; md, (l) '‘ p ry Meadows; 

(2) Mr a, M f .r-’firet McKunn carton. He d. March 2>, 1866; bur* 
at Ft, Flonspnt cemetery# lossy County, 

ii) Harrison Williams, b. Jan. 1, 1525; md. Malvina V. McReynold*; 
h d. Jily 16, 1876; bulr. et Ft. Fleasrnt 

iii) Roden Williams "ovod to Pike County 

iv) Matilda Williams b. 16:0; md, George Eaton 

v) Lucinda Wi'linms, fc, 15$5# md. Alfred Mcfloynolde 
vi) John Willirmo, b. 1854, moved to Pike County. 
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Fgally of William and Nancy Lowe; they came from M e rylend to Harrison 
County, Kentucky, at some time between the births of Lydia (1792) and 
.George (1794). Do not know precise date when they came to Indiana; 
but they joined Big Creek Church by letter in October, 1818. William 
died in 1852. Nancy's maiden surname may have been Littleton; they gave 
that name to one son. 

Their 9 childreni- 

i) Nrncy Lowe (1788-1854) md. Andrew Cavett 

ii) Lydia Lowe (i^9i« 1792-1871) md. Enoch Williams, 1819, in Posey County 

iii) George Lowe (1794-1862) md. Susan Endicott. The Endicotts were one 
of the strongest families in the Big Creek Church, 

iv) Phyllia Lowe (1797-1882) md, Isaac Kimball 

v) Betsy Lcwe (1802-1852) md. Avery Allen 

vi) Littleton Lowe (1607-1882) md. in 1829 Fatricia (or Patience) Allen 

vii) Polly Lowe md. Charles Whiting in 1824 

viii) Wm Lowe Jr. md Emily Whiting in 1829 

ix) Sarah Lowe md, . . , . Eaton 


Will some one else take it from there t The Lowe names are plentiful; but 
who will ceonnect the Lowes of the period from 1850 on, with the Lowes 
on the above list? 


JCH'. WILLIAMS (179^-1857) nid. Henrietta Henson in Indiana. His will was 
dr. Mey 51, 18>6; prob. Feb, 8, 1857* Ke names 5 sonst John, George, 

James, William, end Benjamin; end 2 deughtersi Minna Milenda, and Anna. 

His executors were Henry Hunter end John Johnson; the lalter may have been 
the husband of Winifred Williams. Witnesses were James C. and Joseph 
Endicott - evidence that John Williams lived in the Endicott neighborhood, 
and that was not far from Big Creek Church. 


GECRGS W. JOHNSCN, (b. 1788) md. Anna Williams (1798-1825) in Posey 
County. She d. Dec. 25, 1825. Their two children* 

Johnson 

i) Elijra Wiiiixxs b. 1825, md. Austin Rutter 
ii) Levi Johnson, b. 1825, d, 1904; md. Louisa Smith 

(Tertt's History of Gibson County says there were three children, but if so 
the name of the other one is unknown) 

This George W, Johnson fought in the Indian Wars, presumably at Tippecanoe, 


• •It* 

JOSEPH CATER md. Jemima, l4th child of Simon Williams, Cct. 16, 1817. 
Joseph d. in 1859, Jemima in 1854. 3he (and I suppose Joseph also) buried 
at the old Williams Jeretery, a mile southwest of Cynthiana. At least 
five Caters pro buried in the main cemetery at Cynthiana. Cf these, Daniel 
(1-19-1876) coul J have been a son of Joseph and Jemima. The wife of 
Willlp.r. V. Montgomery was Jemima E. ater (18'44-l/25). The most puzzling 
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gravestone is that of T« R. Cater in the Old Williams Cemetery; he was 
commander of the $d Kentucky Cavalry. Surely he was related to Joaeph and 
Jemima, A son ? But how came an Indiana man to lead a Kentucky regiment T 
And how many sons and daughters had Joseph and Jemima ? And the hardest 
question of alii how many descendants has Simon Williams up to 1950 T 


Family of Bennett and- Polly Martin Williamsi- 

JCHN MAR3HALL WILLIAMS (1808-1346) md. Elizabeth Allen (1809-1901) 

i) Melissa Letitia Williams md (l) Hollehan; (2) M p y ;(3) Isaac P, Cox 

ii) James Williams md. Money Eaton 

iii) Bennett Williems Jr. (1835-1891) md. Zerelda Allen (1840-1891) 

iv) M e ry Elizabeth Williams md, (l) Whiting; (2) Sharp 

v) Nancy Williams md. Richard D p ugherty 

vi) Leroy Williems md. Liza Fletcher 
Til) Zerelda Williams (1845-1932 md. George W. Wade (1833-1915) 


AARCN MURPHY (1809-1878) md. Amelia (Millie) Williams (1810-1902) 


i) Elias Murphy b. 1830; md. Frances Ramsay 

ii) :' P ry (Folly) Murphy md. James Henry Cox 

iii) Keziah Murphy nd. Thomas Shelton 

iv) Martha Ann Murphy md. Eli Wade 
y) Sarah Murphy md. Joseph Cox 

vi) Elizabeth .'Urphy md. William Klght (a clerk copying the will wrongly 
spells this Knight.) 

vii) John Murphy md. Louise 

viii) Aeron Thomas Mirphy, b. June 21, 1848; md. A'.anda Baker 

ix) Joseph Murphy md. Olivia Gwaltney 

x) Bennett Murphy md. La Myra McDonald. 


In 1850 Elias M end Frances Murphy had a son also named Aaron Thomas. He was 
called Little Tom to distinguish h m from his uncle^ Big Too. 


3IMCN WILLIAMS Jr. (1312-1872) md. Lavinie Shearer 

i) Newton Williems b. I84j; member of Co. P. 80 th Regt. Indiana 

Volunteers (C e ptein J R mes Epperson’s company); d. at Eli z abethtwon 
Kentucky, M ? rch 16, 1863 

ii) Susan Jane Wiliiama, b. March 16, 1852; d. Jan 7, 1944; md. in 1877 
Jame 3 Valentine Emerson. 

Their son, Charles N. Emerson ▼) Dr. John Williams of 

iii) c-ry Williams, d. in Infancy, 1854 Owensville 

iv) Elizabeth 'Williams, d. 1862, age 5 months. 

Newton, M R ry and Elizabeth ere buried in the small Bennett Williams graveyerd, 
two miles southwest of Cynthiena. The above li 9 t of children cay not be 
complete. 
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HENRY EWING ad. Fannie Williams (1814-1846) 

John Ewing, their sen, was brought up by our grendfather and grandmother 
Joh Neely end Matilda Mangrum. After his return from the Civil War he married 
Eliza Boren; they had 5 childreni Artemesa, Ehtel, and Fannie. 

Rachel Ewing, e mere baby when her mother died, was brought up, first by 
her grandmother Folly Martin Williams and her aunt Matilda; then by her Aunt 
and uncle, Milie and Aaron Murphy. She married George Wade, and had two 
daughters, Grace and Emma. 


JAMES WILLIAMS (1816-1847) md. Julia Ann McDonald. Their 4 childreni- 

i) Elies Williara, b. Sept. 20, 184J 

ii) Amanda Williams, B. Oct. 27, 1844j was first wife of Jasper Linzy; 
d. 1866 

ill) John Williams, b. Dec. 16, 1845 
ir) Elizabeth Williams, b. Sept 20, 1847 


• • 




JAMES BRUMFIELD (1817-1886) md. Sarah Williams (1818-1907) 

i) Mary (1840-1921) md, Uriah 0. Epperson (1858-1924) 
ii) John Brumfield fcxx?? b. abt. 1842 ; never md. 

iii) Richard Brumfield (18^-1909) md. Matilda Knowles (1846-1921) 

iv) Melinda 3ru ifield, fc. abt. 1546; d. young, 
v) hsfcik*Exi5rasx&XBafxvid*vfevx3bvivi&49x 

v) xif) Rachel Brumfield, b abt. 1848; never md. 

vi) Matilda Brumfiold, b. abt. 1850; never md. 

vii) James Brumfield , b. abt. 1851; never md. 

viii) William Brumfield, b. abt. 1856; never md. 

ix) Sarah Brumfield, b. abt. 1859) nd. Dr. Ballard 

Ages calculated from 1850 and I860 censuses. (Melinda included in 1850 census, 
not in I860.) Rizksxiis Great-uncle Jrmes Brumfield was known by his own 
and his wifo'o pronunciation of his name aa H Uncle Jeeras”. Bailey Williams , 
then 17, was makinm his home with them in 1850. D a vid Brumfield (or Broomfield) 
(1785-1856) end his wife Mary (1786-1869) were in nor\hweatern Vanderburg 
County early. Cn Oct. 2, 1818, Patrick Calvert and Sarah sold to Moses 
Prewitt (so spelled in the deed) some.land on Eig Creek; witnesses, David 
Broomfield and Joseph Cater. 

DpVid and Mary Brumfield had a son William (1826-1865), who married Ann 
Elizabeth somebody (1828-1854). These four were ouried at Calvert s Chapel. 

At Cweneville is the grave of K«ry Ann Brumfield (184l-lyl6), wife of Smith 
Mounts. She was not a daughter of James end Sarah (above), nor of ftilliem and 
Ann Elizabeth; therefore Uncle Jeem z 'rust have had at least one sore brother, 

Richard and Kntllda (above) lived in a tall old house thet stood out over the 
fields e mile sc theeat of Locust Hill - the home of our childhood; and 
their children were our playmates in the country school. The fact thet they 
were our secon J -cousins was nothing to wonder at; in whatever direction 
we looked, we sew second-cou3ins - unless they happened to be first-cousins. 
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Tho P B mily of Richard and Mgtllda Brumfieldt- 

i) Henry Brumfield,(1866-1888) 

ii) L a ura Brurrifiald, b, 1868 - rad. laaac Epperson 

iii) Ella Brumfield (1871- md. William Armstrong 

iv) Rosina Brumfield (1875- md. Charles Patrick 

▼ ) John A. Brumfield (1875—1940) md. Myrtle Smith 
▼i) Victor Brumfield (1876- md. Linda Kight 

vii) Mamie Brumfield, (1878 - md. Stephen Smith 

▼iii) Kelvin Brumfield (1832 -1922) md. Merle fieresford 
lx) Willard Srufield (1884- md. Effie 

x) Florence Brumfield $1886— md Armstrong 

xi) Clara Brumfield (1888- md. Simpson 


(ALVIN DRYSDALE rad, Nancy Williams (1821-1860). They were living near 
Frencieco, esst of Princeton, shortly before the outbreak of the Civil 
War, for their daughter K a ry recelled at the time of her centennial (1948) 
the excitement in Frencirco when an eboliticni3t shot e sympathizer with 
the South, After the death of N a ncy (i860) Calvin carried egain; name of 
second wife and names of children by second marriage, unknown. Present 
list of their children made by combining 1650 census with list of those 
whom Aunt Josie Record remembers. There may be some errors and some omissions> 


i) James B., b. sbout 1842} d. of wounds a.ter Battle of Murfreesboro, 
early in 1365 

ii) Levina, b. abt. I84j 

iii) Reuben, b. afct. 1845 

iv) K p ry, b. 1848; md. G. 3. Willi 8 msj celebrated her centennial, 1948 
▼) Andrew T., b. 1850 


In 1850 census, Sarah Drysdale, age 58, was living with this family; we sup¬ 
pose she was Cclvin* 8 mother. The following named children were presumably 
born after the 1850 censusi order of birth not known*— 

md John Trible 
md. Alex Emerson 
md. Anna DeFriest 
md. 

md. Mollie . . . 


Elizabeth B. 
Matilda 
Jackson 
kailiaxx 
George 


George 


ABSALOM YEAGER (J820-1901) md. Elizabeth Williams (1825-1915) 
i) Henry b. Nov. 25, 1845) md. Carrie Skjp Staser 
li) Newton b. Cct. 20, 1345; never md. 
iii) Ja v e8, b. Nov. 5, 1847; md. Lottie Kitchln 
iv) Mary, second wife of Taylor Record ; census gives her name as 
Margaret , b. ab.t 1851 

v) Andrew, b. ab.t 1855; md. Rosa Lowe 
▼1) William C. md. lillio Cunningham 
vii) Same F., b. abt. 1859< rad. Samuel Stone 









(Xir Martin Ancestors 


If there were plenty of time and strength end money, we could Improve 
this Martin chapter in two ways* (1) working in Virginia and Washington 
and Georgia and Sout^h Carolina archives, we could iron out many items of 
Martin history down to 1800; and (2) working in Gibson and Posey and especially 
Vanderburg records, we could gather a great deal more about James Martin's 
three ,son3 who helped populato those counties before 1650. New items keep 
trickling inj but if wo wait until all's perfect, we'll wait too long and 
all we have rethered will be lost. 

It happens that we have had to make a good many corrections in the 
D A R version of the Martin story. Plees g we are not faulting anybody. 

Various committees end the compilers of various books about the colonial 
and Revolutionary period have had to handle enormous amounts of material. 

They 'eve made some mistakes regarding the Martins; where we know that 
a certain iteis a mistake, we correct it, not to be contentious but to be 
as accurate as possible. Mo sensible person wants shoddy history, especially 
when a true account is better than romance, 

I ' 

ABRAM MARTIN (l), b. 16A'5„ "One of the younger sons of an English family 
who owned large estates near Galway, Ireland. Abram Martin cane to Albemarle 
County, Va., in 1680," (Mackenzie's Colonial Families of the U. 3., Vol I, 
p. 271) We have not attempted to check this. Merely note that Albemarle 
County was not established until the 1740's. We'd be willing to swap those 
estates in Galway for a few more facts about Abram in Virginia; but Mackenzie's 
teaspoonful is all that we have. 

II , 
John Mart i n , son of Abram (i), 1685-1& 1756; md. Letitia Elizabeth Lewis, 

I wish we knew more about him, where he lived, what he did. Doubtless we 
could learn something about Letitia Lewis if^there wore time to explore the 
rather sxtensi VQ 


. Lewi« 
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rather extensive Lewis genealogies. John and Letitla had 6 children*- 

°. 170^1 n:d. ... Clark. We think she was born nearer 1708. 

One of the printed accounts reads: "bother of Gen. 'boorge Rogers Clark." 

That ia a mistake; his mother was Agnes Rogers. 

John K e rtin Jr. One record says he was b. in 1/06; another, 1710. 

We think the second is ^ore likely. Cno account asya he was the "ancestor of 
Luther Martin of Maryland." But The Dictionary of A erican Biogrephy says 
the parents of Luther Martin are unknown. We are not fault-find.ng Just 
for the sar;e of contradicting; but clearly somebody who drew up the D A R 
account many years ago Jumped at conclusions. From a more accurate authority 
(William and Mary Quarterly, aeries 2, vol. 12) we learn that John Martin 
(1710-1767) ad. Ann F a rishj their daughter Letitia md. Major James Carter. 

5) Eli z abeth M a rtin, b. about 1712. "Ancestor of Stephen A. Douglas." 

No, that is another mistake. 

4) Letitia !’ p rtin d, young. 

5) , homes B. Martin, b. 1714, rrd. Anne Morgan 

6) Abram Martin (ll) b. Feb 7, 1715; d. 1780; md. Oct. 4, 1744 to 
Eli z al>eth Marshall (b. 1725; d. some time after 1/64). To'keep the generations 
s-raight in mind, let's give Abram (II) and Elizabeth a separate section. 

in 

We have not tasted the records here, but it aeei.s to be established that 
Abram (II) was an officer of Virginia colonial militia, and a surveyor^ friend 
of Washington, and a comrade of Washington in the ill-fated Braddock campaign. 

He is said to have continued his profession of eurve. ing after he moved to 
Georgia, and to have been killed by Indiana while on a survey in that state 
in 1780. It is reported to us that the library cf the University of Georgia 
has no record of him. The story of his friendship with Washington appears 
to be true, and we have no reason to doubt the story of his death. 
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But regarding that excellent woman, Elizabeth Marshall Martin, wife 
of Abram (II), we have to correct one error. The D A R record says ahe 
was the aunt of John Marshall, Chief Juetic'of the United States* but that 
is another mistake, (This Martin story is filled with unwarranted attompta 
at glory.) Here is an outline of the Marshall familyi- 

1) Thomas Marshall (I) “the Carpenter"* said to have been an immi¬ 
grant from Wales; d. in Westmoreland Co., Va., in 1704. His will is printed 
in Bevoridre'a Life of John Mrrhsail . Aif All the children of Thomas the 
Carpenter were minors at the time of his death. He names only one child, his 
eldest eon William, in his will; but he had other children, end it is 
practically certain that "John of the Forest" was his son. 

2) John Marshall (I) "of the Forest" lived in Westmoreland County. 

"The Forest" was the disdainful term for the poorer lend in the county. 

Dpte of birth of John "of the Forest" not known; he died in the spring of 

1752. his will likewise is printed in Beveridge. He names three married 

daughters, then four Bona, then two unmarriod daughters, and the will implies 

clearly that these nine are all of his children. Hia oldest son (fourth 

child) i3 Thomas Marshall (II) (17*0—1802), who became the father of the 
« 

Chief Justice, He does not name Eli,abeth Marshall Martin (who serried 
Abram Martin in 1744) among his children. Perhaps he omitted her on purpose ? 
But noi ho does name a married daughter Eli z abeth (he calls her just "Li z *) 
and ahe was the wife of one John Smith, 

No, the Elizabeth Marshall who married Abram Martin waa not a sister of 
the father of Chief Justice John Mgrshall. 3 One scholar t inks she was 
a daughter of William, oldest son of Thomas the Carpenter, and that she was 
therefore a cousin of Thomas (1750-1802) who was fether of the Chief Justice. 
In a ny case, Elizabeth Marshall K e rtln was a remarkable woman in her own 
right. 
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Vo wish we had more facta. Abram (II) M a rtin and his wife and 
their eight sons moved to Georgia at some date between 1768 and 1775. 

Did they all move in one group ? Were any of the eona married in Virginia 
before they moved ? We wish ve knew. In what Virginia county or counties 
would wo be likely to find any definite record of tr.ia femily f We have 
only one item: “Letty" (Letitia) M a rtin, daughter of Abram and Elizabeth, 
married Edwerd Wade in Charlotte County, Virginia, Oct. 15, 1768. 

(Don't confuse Charlotte Cou:ty with Charlottesville, county seat of 
Albemarle, where the M a rtina ore supposed to have been living before 1700). 
Surely Abram end moat or all of hie family were living in Charlotte County 
in 1768; and - as we shall see - txsxaxia xamaaanxaiaxnfnthHnxnx the parents 
and Borne or all of the sons were living In or near Augusta,Georgia,by 
1775. Nobody seems to know in what order most of the eight sons and one 
daughter were born; we have birth dates for three; death dates for a few. 
Seven of the eight eona served in the Revolution - but nobody seems to know 
which son was too young to serve. r o show how difficult it ia to unraved 
the records of Revolutionary service, there were xaxsxai at least four 
James Martina, and as many Johns, who served in Georgia units. Naturally 
there ha3 been much confusion regarding them. We will do the best we cam- 
Abram Martin (II) end Elizabeth Marshall were md. Cct. 4, 1^44. 
This appears to be copied from an old Bible record. Here are their 9 
children - some of them in their right orderi- 

1) William Martin, b. 1745 or 1746; it is generally agrees that he 
was the oldest. He md. Grace Waring - whether in Virginia or in Georgia, 
we do not know. He was a ceptain of artillery in the siege of Augusta, 
Georgia, In the fall of 1779, and was killed in that battle. It is be¬ 
lieved ho wrs the only son of Abram (II) and Elizabeth who lost his life 
in the Revolution, Chapmpn's History of Edgefield County, S. Car., states 
that he had children: Robert, Elizebeth, and William, 

2) Ferclay Martin md. ,R c chel Clay. A news Item quoted from the 
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l O Sasta. (Georgia) Herald , December 15, 1815, states that Colonel Barkley 
Martin had recently died while on a surveying trip in Tennessee, Apparently 
he had become a citizen of Tennessee, for the article states that he 
represented Bedford and Rutherford Counties in the Tennessee legislature! 

It states further that he was taken ill while on a survey in "the Cherokee 
Nation". (Younger readers may need to be informed that "the Cherokee Nation" ' 
merely meant the temporary tribal reservation in Tennessee.) The article 
goes on to speak of B a rclay M a rtin and his family as formerly being well known 
in the Edgefield District of South Carolina. It appears that nearly all of 
the eight sons of Abram (II) and Elizabeth, settled in or around "Station 
96 in the Edgefield district after the Revolution. Their families had 
teken refuge there after ih« being driven out of Augusta. 

3) Letitia Martin ma£ cone in here - or maybe not until after her 
brother James. She was married in Charlotte County, Va., Cct. 15, 1768 
to Edward Wade, a son of Robert end Elizabeth Wade of Halifax County. 

Edward Wade died in 1776, leaving four children* William, Abrar. Martin, 
Washington, and Betty Marshall Wade. 


4) * James Martin; his birth year, given as 174?, seems authentic. 
He md. Obedience Bugg, daughter of Captain Sherwood and A-rrw (Hobson) 
Bugg# in or near Augusta, Georgia and at ame time before May, 1775. 


A news item in an Augusta paper. May 19, 1775, states that Agnes Hobson 
Bugg (younger daughter of Captain Sherwood and A gn es Hobson Bugg) was 


merrled to James Sims at the home of her sister. Obedience Martin. 


be will give James and Obedien ce apeparate section later. 

5) George Martin sd. Alice Freeman, One record says he was b. in 1754, 

6 ) John Martin md. Elizabeth Terry? one record states that he d. in I 8 I 3 . 

7) Edmund Martin md. Katherine Tutt 


8 ) Matthew Martin md. Sarah Clay - we suppose she was related to the 
Rachel Clay who md. Barclay Martin. One record states that: he was living in 
Tennessee in id),/ 
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9) Marshall Martin was, wa think, youngest of the seven sons who fought 
in the Revolution. (We cannot figure out which one was too young to serve.) 
Marshall Martin did not marry until 1734, when he went back up to Alexandria, 
Virginia, end married Mary Isham-Key. Without getting involved too deeply in 
Virginia society, we may remark that her Iahaa ancestors were related to the 
great Edmund Randolph. Nicest item in this connection is a Bible with this 
inscription! "To ny son C 8 ptain M a rshall Martin and his wife, M^ry Key, with the 
love of their '.other, Elizabeth Marshall Martin, Ninety-Six, May 9th, 1784.* 

(Bear in mind, Ninety-Six was - End is - a town in South Carolina, and not the 
donor's age.) We judge the title "Captain" was a pat of motherly pride; or 
maybe Marshall Martin bed been promoted in the militia after the Revolution. 
Incidentally, we have complete records of Marshall Martin's family, and of the 
family of his oldest son, Edmund Randolph Martin, down to around 1850. A letter 
written by K a ry Isham Key Martin, dated 1817, refers to herself as the widow of 
Marshall Martin. 

* • • 9 <s> 

No doubt seven of the eight sons of Abram(Il) and Elizabeth served in 
tre devolution. It appears that ail served in Georgia units j but as most of them 
lived in South Carolina (where their families had taken refuge) for some time 
after the W a r, their records are divided between the two states. Georgia re¬ 
warded its soldiers with a land lottery drawing; theoretically it should help 
identify these Martin brothers, but it is of little help. Likewise the 
census'oV 1800 end 1810 e re of little help. 

We know by tradition, through grandmother Matilda Williams M a ngrum, 
who was a daughter of Polly Martin,who was a daughter of James Martin, that 
James Martin bore the title of colonel. Now there were four J&mea Martins 
in the Georria records; no one of them is colonel, but one is Lieutenant- 
Colonel - which, by courtesy and usage, amounts to the same thine. This James 
Martin was Lieutenant-Colonel of the famous Refugee Regiment, so-called because 
the fa milies of -.out of its men had been exiled away from Augusta by the British 
Rut there is even a more personal bit of evidence in the confusing records! 
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both Matthew and Marshall Martin were members (without title) of this same 
Refugee Regiment, and though it is not absolute proof, we think it helps 
settle the matter! that our James Martin and two of his younger brothers 
belonged to-the sane regiment. Willi a m Candler was colonel, and our great- 
greatggrandfether, James Martin, was lieutenant-colonel. Also, it is pretty 
definitely established that the oldest brother, William, who was killed at 
the Battle of Au-ueta, was in Colonel Elijah Clarke's regiment. One "authority* 
states that John Martin was a general, but that mistake cane from the careless 
reading of a certificate of service by some hasty reader in modern times. 

Here are some stories about these M a rtin brothers and their families, 
which, allowing for the fact that any story gets twisted a little In repetition, 
we believe to be substantially true, (l) During the caapai.n in Gaor.ia and South 
Carolina, the wives of William and Barclay once dressed themselves in tkidur 
men*a uniforms end borrowed two muskets and captured a British courier. The 
story goes that later on, in their own lady-like clothes, they met him and 
twitted him. Wo can only remark that if he was so dumb he didn’t recognize them 
as women, no wonder the British lost that war. (2) Before the Battle of Augusta 
the British identified Obedience Bugg Hartin as the wife of the lieutenant- 
colonel of the Refugee Regiment, loaded her h "with several small children" 
onto a wa-on and exiled her, and that she drove to her hsuband's mother's 
home at Ninety-Six. We think there were only three - and neyb© only two - babies 
in the family in 1779 — but the British were old meanies, anyway. Moreover, 
our Indiana folks have a very tangible piece of evidence! our Grand mother Mangrura 
inherited from her mother. Felly Martin, who inherited it from her parents, the 
very leather trunk which Obedience Martin filled with tho family silverware and 
other precious things and buried to keep the ornery British from stealing it. 

(5) It is said that after Captain William Martin was killed, a "ory carried 
word of his death to Elizabeth ' arshall Martin, who answere ’ calmly "rie could not 
have died in a better cause," Another story goes, that when a British officer 
asked her how irany sons she had in tho war, she answered! "Seven of them are 
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engaged tn the service of their country." "Really, madam," observed the officer 
sneeringly, "you have enough of them." "No, air," said the matron proudly, 

"I wish I had fifty." Now, plea a e, this sounds more than a little like 
our old school readers, where dialogue was polished and oratoricalj but we have 
no doubt she was a spirited old lady with plenty of back-bone, and that she 
gave that Tory a piece of her tongue, though perhaps not eaactly as quoted* 

Thus far we do not know when she died. Cne guesBer states that she 
died in 1821, which would make her indeed 96 - and though that is not impossible, 
we surmise that guesser mistook "Ninety-Six" for the lady's age. i'he forenames 
Bercley, Matthew, and Marshall stand out in the Edgefield, South Carolina, 
census records for 1810; the names of the other sons cannot be traced for 
aure. Ey other evidence we know that our James Martin and his family were 
in Tennesse by 1804. Their long trail west of the mountains will be followed 
in e later chapter. 

Our Hobson and Bugg ancestors. 

The record of our first Hobson ancestors in Virginia ia meager but we 

have no reason to doubt any Ite in itt- 

John Hobson migrated to Isle of Wight County, Virginia, in 1555. nia son, 

Matthew Hobson, lived in Henrico County, Virginia. (The Hobsons moved up the 

James River as settlement advanced.) Nicholas Hobson, Bon of Matthew, 

lived in Lunenb rg County; he died there in 1758. HiB wife was Agnes Goode, 

who (we suppose) was a descendant of John Goode — but we haven't verified that. 

In his will (1758) Nicholas names four sons: John, Matthew, Nicholas and 

William) end five daughtersi- 

Obedience Bacon (wife of John E a con) 

Agnes Bacon (wife of William Bacon) 

Elizabeth Bugg (wife of Sherwood Bugg) 

Sarah Hobson 
Kargrata Hobson 

He el 30 names a grendson, Nicholas Bilbo, but does not mention the boy*a 
mother, though she was still living. 
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Nlcholas Hobson bequeathed more than 4000 acres to his children* beside a 
plantation to his wife* Agnes. We have no birthdates for his family* but 
estimate that his daughter Elizabeth was born about 1730 and that she married 
Sherwood Bugg about 1750. 

The widow AgnesB Goode Hobson married Richard Gillom or Gilliam 
about 1765# ond she and her husband with moat of her children moved to 
Richmond. County, Georgia - the neighborhood of Augusta. There her oldest 
son, John Hobson (Il0 died late in 1?67, unmarried. His will* probated in 
January, 1^58,names all his brothers and sisters who were named in the will of 
his father, Nicholas, in 1758, and adds the name of his sister M fl ry Bilbo. 

We have not seen a copy of this will, but the index of Georgia records 
later on indicates that most of the Hobson family were established in 
Georgia by 1768 . Certain DAS records indicate that John Hobson's brother 
Nicholas coet, ended a regiment, and his brother William a company, in the 
Revolutionary War. 

/ 

f 

Cur Bugg ancestors 

There are some discrepancies between various printed accounts of the Bugg 
family in New Kent and Lunenburg counties, Virginia. We think the following 
is corrects 

Samuel Bugg (I) (d. 1718) sad Deborah Sherwood (d. 1715) Wa find 

the name Sherwood spelled Sherrard in one version. 

Samuel Bugg (il) md. Sarah B a con, who may have been related to the 
John and William Bacon who married Obedience and AgneB Hobson, daughters of 
Nicholas Ilobaon. Samuel and Sarah were married about 1716, and had 9 children, 
of whom Sherwood was born July 8, 1720. (One rocord sayB ho was their second 
child.) The will of Samel Bugg (il) was entered for probate in Lunenburg 
County in 175£. He names hio sons! J^cob, Sherwood, Edmund, Samuel, end 
Anselmj one daughter, Ruth Fowlerj end four grandsons. Now the family ovldently 
had a fondness for the names of those sons, and we suspect that Samuel (II) 
had brothers named Jacob end Anselm - and perhaps one or two more. For 


Mo¬ 


thers are wills of Jacon end John and Anaalm and William Bugg in Virginia 
in the 1760's and '70's; end there are wIIIb of Anselm tad Edmund and William 
and Jacob in Richmond County, Georgia, between 1782 and 1807. We are too 
tired to try to figure out who Were sons and who were nephews and who were 
brothers of - anybody. The surname becpmes common in Georgia and overflows 
into the Edgefield district of South Carolina, 

We wish we had a dependable record of the family of Captain Sherwood 
and Elizabeth Hobson Bugg, We know only that they hed two daughters! Obedience, 
who married James Martin at some time before May 19, 1775J end Agnes Hobson 
Bugg, who married James Sims in Augusta on that date* fid they have other 
children ? We don't know. One D A R record states: 'Sherwood Bugg commended 
a company in Colonel Jackson's regiment, Georgia tropps. He was taken prisoner 
and his home on Beech Island, S. C a r., where his wife nursed the wounded, 
whs ‘often raided by the British and Tories, Ha was born in Lunenburg County, 

Va.j died in Aurusta, Ga," This same record states that Elizabeth Hobson Bugg 
died in 1799. It is only fair to say that this same record makes two mistakes 
rearding J a mes Martin and his son, J 8 mes Jr,, and therefore we have to feel 
certain reservations about it. 

We have a transcript of the family of James Sims and Agnes HobBOn Bugg 
(sister of Obedience), They had seven ehildrenj those who lived became great 
So therners. And so on down, generation after generation, we simply keep 
shedding relatives like autumn leaves. The forest floor of our country should 
be rich in leaf-mold. 

Just to warn you not to accept as gospel truth everything that you 
see in print, we found in Duke University Library tha statement that Henry 
Willea Cob, of Cobham (we don't know where that i3 but it sounds like 
Georgia) married Obedience Dutiful Bugg, daughter of Captain Sherwood Bugg, 

The very idea ! trying to steal our own authentic great-great-grandmother ! 

As if our great—grand other, Polly Martin Williems, didn't know who her own xsiis 
mother was. Somebody made a bad mistake, and somebody printed it, and other 
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trusting could will go on copying it until Judge ent Day, when (we hope) 
80-e of the istekes. in penealogy will be clearod up. Writers in this 
field ought to.be particularly careful, end readera ahould remember that 
a statement io not necessarily true fcocauae you see it in print. Cn ruy 
desk et this moment is a D A R record which states that James Martin 
(meaning our o n James artin) died in South Carolina in 1513. But we know 
that .on July 5, 1513, he was helping found the Big Creek B 0 ptist Chnrch 
in the woods near Cynthiana, Indiana; that he hod left South Carolina at 
least nine years before IG13, and that he continued to preech in the little 
log churches in the woods between Vincennes and Evansville for many years 
after that date. Another confident mistake turns up: a ge.uoalo leal 
authority sent us the statement that "Letitia "atilda Will ams", yo ngest 
dau-hter of Bennett end Folly Kortin Williass, ferried Ja-ee Smhergcn, 
how if ycu please, iicskxxsii this "authority" meant our own beloved 
Crr. drother l' a ngrum, faithful nnd lifelon- wife of John heely Kang run. 

Como, come ! wo know our dm folks. And we wondor how anybody could ever 
be istaken about Grand other M p ngrum» Her mind was clear end firm, and we 
allow she ought to know whom she married. 

•♦•do 

• • • • « 

James "artin v 0 ves West 


We dc not know when James M a rtin left South Carolina. He end is 
family were in Tennessee at some tine in 180';, when his daughter Sarah Jane 

married Fatrick Calvert; and he was settled in Warren County, Kentucky, 

h,, .. , „ for ltnd along Tra-mei Creek, 

y - time in lOOo, for the collector garners’ him in there that year. 

Somewhere along the Line - in South Carolina or Tennessee - he had been 


ordained a Baptist preacher - "older’' they called it . He continued on the *« 
tax roll in Warren until (ind± including) 1808. His aon, J„mes Martin Jr., 
married Sarah, daughter of Sin-on Williams, in Warren County, in 1805; and 
alder Martin's daughter Polly married Bennett Williams, son of Sinon. 
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on Dec. 27, 1806. The marriage Index In W e rren County omits the names of 
ministers or justices,for many of the carriages about this time; if the 
original bonds are in the files, they should show whether James Martin Sr. 
officiated at these two marriages; but we could not consult the original bonds 
that day we worked in Bowling Green. (The daricaxof day and month of the 
marriage of Bennett and Polly we have from a Bible record.) Two, and perhaps 
throe, other children of Simon Williams were married in Warren County in 
James Martin's time; their cases will be discussed later. 

In the Mangrum chapter we have wondered whether James Martin and 
his family moved to Gibson with William Mangrum Sr. in 1808. It is pretty 
well established that both families knew each other in Warren County, and that 
they both arrived in Gibson before the end of 1808. One other factor mi^ht 
be noticed: J e mes Martin's daughter, Sarah J R ne, had married Patrick 
Calvert in Tennessee in 1804. Sksxfaxx Some of the descendants of Patrick 
Calvert have the tradition that he arrived in Gibson territory in 1808; 
certainly he fought at Tippecanoe in November, 1811, end afterward moved from 
Gibson to Posey. One other connection of friendship should be noticed here. 

The court order book for Warren County, date of Feb. 6, 1804, records 
that Alexander Devin is granted power to perform marriage cere onies. 

(The order bobk doesn’t specify, but we happen to know that he was a Baptist 
minister). Now Alexander Devin and our James Martin Sr., were close friends 
in Indiana, Devin was moderator at the meeting which organized Big Creek 
Baptist Church (near Cynthiana), July 5, 1612. Tartt's old history of 
Gibson County says that the Rev. Alexander Devin end his fmily moved to 
Gibson territory in March, 1808. We are not argueing that Martin and 
Devin moved in one caravan; almost certain Martin continued in Warren 
County until considerably later in the year. But in any case, the Mangrums 
and Wilkinsons, the Martins and Calverts, and the Devins — all ikxing 
in'rjiaKrBnxaeuntyyxandbcaliKfiaptxatamHrcxexax were aiming toward Gibeon County 
within a few months. hS 
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have it on good report that the oldest history of Y e ndsrburg County 
statee that Cherlea and Thomas Martin* younger sons of our Elder James Mgr- 
tin Sr./ settled in northern Vanderhurg County around 1805, but we think 
that ia ioaxya two years too early. For one thing, Charles Martin was born 
in 1791, and would have boen only 15j and though we havo not tha birth-date 
of Thomas, we think he was not much older. One of their descendants telling 
family traditions to the editor of the hiatory three-quarters of a century 
efter the event, could easily be two years off regarding a dete. At seme 
time, then, in the summer or fall of 18C3 Lieutenant-Colonel and eiso Elder 
James Mnrtin moved ■rom Kentucky to Vsndorburg County, Indiana. 

' It is odd how one thing leads to enothor. The cuimtor of The 
American F.pptist Historical Society (Chester, Fa*), answering my question 
©bout an entirely different matter, enclosed, out cf mood will, the following 
paragraph from D n vid Benedict’s History of the Baptistst— "In 1805, the 
Vebeflh '’hurch was formed about eight mil^s north of Vincennes, and the same 
year, the Bethel Cfcuinha settle.'sent further down the Wabash diver. In 1808 
the Fatoke Church was organized in what is now Gibson County, ebd the Salem 
Church still farther south. The seme year, the Wabash District Association 
weo organized, ... "ha ministers who were instrumental in gathering 
these churches in the Wilderness were Alexander Devin, Sermel Jones, J 0 mea 
Mertln, end Isaac McCoy,” Hotel thin statement does not mean that all four 
of the men named were in the Indiana field in 180oj me ely, all fbur had a hand 
in the work by 1608 or 1809. 

Who were the children of Jo-es and Obedience Martin ? There are 
some documents of South Carolina origin that spook abcut cider daughters 
and their husbands who seem never to have been heard of in the West, Then 
beginning with Kentucky and Indians documents, we have authentic record 
of persons end matters which the South Carolina committees of the D A H 
have nev.-r hoard of. Ve T ive you the best record we con, with this worrJLngi 
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w« cannot vouch .for the material furniahed by the South Carolina D A Rt 
we have found two bad mistakes in that part; that fact makes us skeptical 
of the rest, yet the rest may be true. The children of James and Cbedienoei- 

1) Prudence Martin md. (1) ... Cooke] (2) C. Martin; (5) • • Fleming. 

2) Kaziah Kartin md. George Mc.'lzrphy 

5) Elizabeth Martin md. West Cooke 

4) Letitia Martin md. Henry Crawley 

Sarah J a ne Martin, b. 1735 according to one record; 1784. accoring to 
another. The D A R recordb eaya she md. ... Rogers, but we know 
that is a mistake - unless 3he married him very ycung and was widowed 
early. For we know ahe md. Patrick Calvert in 1804. 


James Martin Jr. b. Dec. 18, 1784 (according to his gravestone); 
d. in vibson County, "ov. 1625, The D A R record says that he 
married ... K s rris; but that is a mistake. We know he married 
Sarah Williams in Warren County, Ky., in 1805. 

\yf J ) Mary "Polly” ‘-'artin, b« I'arch 4, 1788, in South Carolina; md. Bennett 
Williams, Dec. 27, 1806; d. in Posey County, .Nov. 4, 1847 

\A) Charles Martin, b. in South Carolina in 1791) was md. to Frances 
Rook in 1812, in Indiana. 


9^ Thomas Martin; we are not sure whether he was older or younger than 
Charles. He md. in Indiana. Since he naed one of his sons "Alcorn", 
it is a fair supposition that his wife may have been an Alcorn, 
a daughter of Thomas Alcorn (1777-1855) - but that is only supposition. 

We know nothing about the first four named, with this barely possible exceptioni 

one charter member of the Big Creek Baptist church in July, 1815, was Nancy 

Crowley . Letitia, fourth daughter named above, may have had a second name 

Nancy, and Crawley and Crowley could easily be interchanged. But that is a 

alight clue. Beside the mistakes regarding the marriages of Sarah Jane 

to Patrick Calvert and of James Jr. to Sarah Williams, the D A R record 

omits Charles and Thomas, though Charles, at least, and almost certainly 

Thomas elso were born in South Carolina. We will tell more about the Indiana 


branches of the family a little later. 

This next item may cause a shock of surprise. On July 5* 1815* when 
the Big Creek Baptist Church was organized near Cynthiana, the list of 
charter members begins with» "J a mes Martin & Killy his wife". Now this was 
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our own James Martin; the church minutes prove it in many details; 

hia son-in-law, Bennett Williams, waa a ataunch and faithful member 

from shortly after the founding. We have to conclude that Obedience 

Bugg Martin died either before the family left South C a rolina, or, more 

likely, somewhere on the long journeys through the wilderness, and that 

James Martin married again. (One Bible record has the entry that 

Obeaience died in 1824; but almost certainly that refers to Obedience, daughter 

of Bennett and Polly Williams; Obedience Willieme was a twin with 

Fanny (b. 1814) Polly K p rtin Williams passed on to her children so many 

vivid memories of her mother. Obedience, that wo feel aura the rother 

had many yeara of companionship with Polly. If Obedience died xxfcsx in 

Indiana, her grave must be unmarked, else some tradition of the place would 

have come down to our Grand: other Mangrum. 

That organization of the Big Creek B P ptist Church gets to be 
important in our family history. Here is the first paragraph of the 
minutes, with spelling and punctuation “as is." ‘•’This ia to certify 
to thos it may concern that on this ik±xdx } day of July 181} that 
James Martin & milly his wife John Armstrong end Mary hiB wife 
James Waldron N p ncy Crowley Sarah Smith and Pranky Martin was 
constituted and Acknowledged to be a Church of Christ on Big Creek 
Gibson County Indiana Territory by 

Ellexander Devin 

Samuel Jones." 

(Franky Martin was Frances Rook M s rtin, bride of Charles.) Evidently 
the church waa in the extreme southwest corner of Johnson Township; the 
organization - but probebly not the building - was later moved to 
C. nthiana. Elder James Martin was named pastor soon after the organiza¬ 
tion. He continued as pastor until the February meeting, 1817, but he 
often was moderator after that. I did not find his name in the minutes 
after the September meeting, 1820. 


Cn that occasion the church raised 


a sum for current expenses; the minutes list the contributors and the 
amounts they gave* 


25 cents 


12^- cents 


Thomas Martin . James Martin 

^a ron Endicott William Lowe 

George Smith William l-^llen 

George E a ton Bennett Williems 

Joseph Endicott 


The regular minutes do not list the deaths of members; the fact that 
James Martin’s name doesnot appear again, would indicete ±k either that 
he died soon after September, 1820, or that he moved away. Usually a 
devoted Baptist moving away would ask for an receive a letter recommending 
him to another church, I found no record of any such letter - but it must 
be remembored that the minutes omitted many items. 

For instance, the minutes do not tell when Bennett Williems joined; 

. yet in March, 1815, he is chosen deacon, and in the following July, treasurer. 
Likewise, Bennett's father and several of his brothers are presently in 
the church but with no minutes of their joining. By 1822 our great-groat- 
grandfather Simon Williems, his eons Bennett and Lewis end William, and 
his sons-in-law Moses Pruitt, and Joseph C a ter, with their wives, were 

t 

in the fold. 


There was'no racial discrimination. In February, 1621, “Loess 
a black woman" was received into fellowship; end the next month, 

Mace a black woman" and "Wesley a man of color," were"received. We 
regre^t terribly to have to record that Wesley and Pastas Loesa did not 
hold out faithful — at least not to the church. 

The members were so earnest, and so poor in this world's goods; 
"Every male member 13 to pay one bushel of corn by the first of March 
next or its value in money or bacon - corn at two shillings per bushel. 
Bacon at six pence per pound." 



As noted above J a a«a Martin's name disappears from the minutesof 
Big Creek Church after September, 1820. Back in 1814 he had entered 
a quarter-section of land In V p nderburg County (3 W £ Sec. 19, Twp 4 3 , 

R 11 W)j and on December IS 23 , 1813, he bought for $40 a lot in the new 
• town of Evansville. If he lived beyond 1820 he may have moved to Evansville - 
but that is only conjecture. There is the slimmest chance that the minutes 
of some* other B pP tist church may mention him after 1820. \1o feel sure that 
he would attend a Baptist church somewhere as long as he was able to go. 

There is another slim chance that his death may have been mentioned in some¬ 
thing printed long ago, perhaps in Borne B p pti 3 t history other than the one 
we have quoted, or in some old county history. He seems to have been on the 
kindest terms with all three of his sons, and with both daughters and their 
husbands. If poverty or illness caused him to live with any one of the five 
children, it is blind guess-work to speculate as to which one. Every family hsd 
a Bible in those days} end we still hope that some heirloom Bible once kept by 
some of the C a lvorts or M a rtins mey be found containing facts about Lis death. 
Every such Bible is likely to have one or two items not contained in any other. 

It seems almost certain that hie grave is unmarkedt no blame to the 
pioneers. In the older cemeteries how many grave-stones do you find that date 
from 1825 or earlier ? And few indeed before 1840. Nature is not much of a 
hand at taking care of graves end gravestones, thoug she seems to be impartial. 


H -16- 


Th» Family of Patrick and Sarah Jane (Martin) Calvert 

Patrick Calvert, b. in Tenneaaee, Dec. 11, 1781* d. August 11, 1840 in 
Sxkaa Posey County 

Sarah Jane Martin, b, in X Squth Carolina* the Calvert Family record eaya 

her b afl *h‘ P T b ' 6 \ 1784j enother record aays, 1785. The gravestone of 

t a w h,e Waa b * Dec * l8 8 9 ' ia i784. We don't know. 

Sarah J 8 ne d. . eb« 14, 1861 in Posey County. 

A descendant of Patrick and Sarah Jane (Russell Celvert) has compiled an 
unicuelly extensive record of them and their descendants. Rome folks in 
Indiana will know of Calvert's Chapel, southeast of Cynthiana, the well-kept 
ch.rchyard contains the graves of so many Calverts and Pruitts it is a family 
history in itself. (Remember, all these Pruitts are descendants of Simon 
Williams.) Borrowing from Russell Calvert's man.script book, e nd cross¬ 
checking with other records, we have this list of the nine children of 
Patrick and Sarah Janet— 


1) Jpmes Calvert, b. 1806, d. Dec. 5, 1877. The Valvert book says he 
md. Martha J. Ewin (Swing), July 12, 1851. The cemetery record 

• ^ i0 / ife :8ncy Casey U805-1877). Several other members of 

the Ewin (Swing) family are buried at Calvert's Chapel. We suppose 
they were related to the Henry Swing who married Fanny Williams, daughter 

0nd P °Hy* You Wi -H en unhappy note about him in the" 

Williams chapter. 


2) Robert Calvert md. Lydia Smith 

5) Elizabeth C e lvert (1811-1855) Moses Endicott (1802-1882). We 
suppose the four Endic6tta who carried the four Calverts were of 
one family. Moses end his brother Joseph and ti eir C 0 lvert wives 
were bx buried at Fosoyville. The Endicotts had quite' a hand in 
Big Creek Church affairs. And while we are mentioning them, note that 
Susan Endicott (179^-1859) md. George Lowe (179^-1862). Folks were 
considerably related to one another in those days, 

H ) Jane Calvert md. Harry Endicott 


5) 


M n ncy Calvert, 
(1615-1882) 


b. Aug. 4, 1816* d. Jan. 18, I 876 * md. Joseph Endicott 


6) Wm. Calvert (1818-1897) •d. M fi rtha Endicott 

7) Leroy Calvert (I 8 I 9 -IC 98 ) md. Fenelope Shelton (1821-1876) 

8 ) Caswell Calvert (1825-1895) md. Rebecca Casey (1326-1905) 

9) ^aaey Cplvert 1525-1827) 
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Patrick Calvert must have been regarded ae a dependable man. Jaroea Martin Jr*# 
dying in 1625, appointed Patrick Culvert (hia brother-in-low) one of the 
executors of hia Kill; and Bennett Williams (our great-grandfather), dying 
in 1857# also named hia brother-in-law Patrick Calvert ae one of hia executors* 
The "-ore we reflect upon it, the more we are convinced t/.ere were acme 
exceptionally good mon at Tippecanoe* 


The Family of Janeo Martin, Jr, 

James Martin,Jr. (178*4-1325) md. Serch Williams (b* 1786) in Warren County, 
Kentucky, in 1805* 

James Martin Jr. was taxed in Warren County, Ky.„ in 1607. We suppose he 
came to Indiana with hia father in 1803, but ho did not settle with i is 
younger brothers in Venderburg. He lived northwest of Frinceton; was burled at 
Meunee cemetery. In his will he names two sons, £alloy and William Martin, 
but also mentions "all my children* in such a way aa to ••a.'.e it clear there 
wore others. (That forename £ P iley keeps appearing in Williams and Martin 
families; no doubt there was a surname 3 n liey beck ti^sre somewhere - and wo 
do hate to rr.las an ancestor f) Thus far we haven't much of a rocord of 
t: is branch. The Martin name keepo re-^appaaring in that oection of iibson Courgr 
for several decades, 

James Jr's widow, Sarah, married William Stool, Jan. 7» 1823. 

“e hove no further record of thiz brsnoh. 


The Favily of Bennett and Polly Martin Williams will ba listed under the 
Willirma heading. 


The Family of Chsrleo end Frr-ncos Rook Martin 
I am oorr ' we have co little. We ere told that C-herleo and Franc-. o had 
1? children. IF we could work with V R ndarturg records end ^poeoibly) find 


one cr t. 







M -18- 


one or two old family Bibles of Kartin descendants, we’d know more. Surely 
eomebody in so large a family kept records as faithful as those kept by our 
aunts in Cynthiana. 

We only know that Charles Kartin and Frances (Franky) Rook were married 

at some time before July 3, 181J. Their oldest son, William, was bom in 

1814; ho married Nancy Robinson on October 3/ 1835* she wa8 torn Kgy 3# 1814, 
Knox 

near iarshville, Tennessee. William died in 1391. Their ten childreni- 

1) K. Dean Martin (1334-1914) md (1) Sarah Ellen . . .; (2) Elizabeth 

F. Smith Rosborough 

2) Charles S. Martin (1336-1912) md. Lydia J. Pruitt (she was a descendant 

of Simon Williams) 

3) Abner Nelson Martin ~ 

4) James Thomas Martin 

5) Thomas Ancil Martin md. Eliza Cleveland 

6) Susanna Martin md (l) Thomas Gwaltnsy; (2) S c mel Mauck 

7) Jasper Martin 

8) Wa. Ford Martin md. (l) Elizabeth Williams; (2) Caroline Kangrum.; 

she was a daughter of Uncle Trafton and A. nt Eunice K p ngrura 

9) Naomi M fi rtin (1853—1910) md. Thomas J, Pruitt 

10) Joseph L. M 0 rtin md. Amanda Cleveland. 

Now if we only had William Martin's twelve brothers and sisters, and if they 
had 10 children each, we’d have 120 more relatives. 


The Family of Thomas Martin, son of Elder James Martin 

From one source or another we have the names of Bix of his children. 

One of his sons he named Alcorn, which is a fair clue - but not proof - 

that Thornes had md. an Alcorn girl; if so, probably a daughter of Thomas 

Alcorn (1777-1855), whose daughter Jane md. John Smith, older broth r of our 

griat-grandma Eli z abeth Smith Redman Epperson. If Thomas Martin was within 

two or three years of his brother Charles - older or younger - it is likely 

known 

that he m&'ried around 1815. His Bix childreni— 
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1) Matilda Martin rad. ... McDonald. He may have been related to the 

Julie Ann McDonald who md. JameB Williams, 5th child of 
Bennett ^nd Polly. 

2) Sarah Martin nd. . . . Scott 
5) Betsy Martin rad. J a m'ea Haines 

4) Lucinda Martin md. William Haines. These Heines brothers were 

sons of Peter Heines who came from Kentucky to Posey County 
about 1814.- 

5) Alcorn Martin 

6) John M e rtin 






